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Egypt arrests 29 Brotherhood members 

CAIRO (AP) — Police have attested 29 members of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, Egypt's largest outlawed fundamen- 
tal group, officials said Saturday. Slate Security forces 
attested the group late Friday because they were preparing 
"a future action plan" for the Brotherhood, the officials said 
without giving further details. The Muslim Brotherhood is 
officially banned but had been tolerated until the govern- 
ment began a tough crackdown against the group in 1995 . 
attesting hundreds of its members and putting dozens on 
trial before special military tribunals. The government 
w accuses the Brotherhood of supporting militants launching 
a violent campaign against the government since 1992 to 
set up an Islamic state in Egypt. The Brotherhood says it 
denounces violence. Among those attested Friday were 
five journalists and a lawyer, who were picked up from the 
office of the lawyer. Abdul Moniem Metwelly, in the Giza 
province outside of Cairo, said the officials. 
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Yemeni opposition plans poll boycott 

.ADEN (AFP i — Four Yemeni opposition parties 
announced Saturday an action plan for encouraging Yeme- 
nis to boycott the April 27 legislative elections. The pro- 
gramme includes leafletting and putting up posters, hold- 
ing public meetings and a demonstration whose date has 
not yet been given, the four patties said in a statement 
issued in Aden, the main city in southern Yemen. Demon- 
strations will be “peaceful" and the parties, including the 
Yemen Socialist Pany iYSP) which led south Yemen until 
its unification with the north in 1990, arc determined to 
"respect law and order." the statement said. The other par- 
lies arc the moderate Islamist Union of the People’s Forces 
and two secular groups, the League of the Sons of Yemen, 
which represents southern tribes, and Yemeni Unionist 
Rally Pam’, created in 1990 by intellectuals from the north 

and south to protect human rights. 
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King undergoes successful prostate surgery ahead of meeting Netanyahu 
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ROCHESTER (Agencies) — - His 
Majesty King Hussein underwent 
prostate surgery Saturday ahead of a 
round of bedside diplomacy with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

King Hussein’s private physician 
Dr. Samir Farraj said: "The operation 
was successful and there were no 
complications whatsoever." 

“The surgeons removed an 
enlarged portion of the King’s 
prostate gland which was causing the 
King some difficulties,” Dr. Farraj 
told Jordan Television. 

He added that “the operation was 
one hundred per cent successful.** 
and that "the hospital has taken some 
samples for culture and the results 
did not reveal any malignant tumour.” 

King Hussein, who met with Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton in Washington 
Tuesday, was to hold a two- hour bed- 
side meeting with the visiting Israeli 
premier late Sunday. 


Israeli officials said Mr. Netanyahu 
would seek, to enlist King Hussein’s 
support for accelerated talks towards 
final peace between Israel and Pales- 
tinians in view of the current negotia- 
tion impasse. 

King Hussein has been a regular 
visitor to the Mayo Clinic since 
August 1992 when he underwent a 
successful cancer surgery. 

The King has since returned to 
Mayo Clinic for annual checkups and 
has been pronounced free of cancer. 
His Iasi visit took place on March 23 
when he underwent a series of routine 
tests that again turned up no traces of 
cancer, clinic officials said. 

"Four and a half years after King 
Hussein’s operation following the 
discovery of cancerous cells, all med- 
ical examinations have declared him 
completely cured and no trace of can- 
cerous cells has been found.” Dr. Far- 
raj said last month. 

"It was a routine operation for a 


benign enlargement of the prostate. 
His Majesty went through the opera- 
tion without any problems and he is 
resting quite comfortably right now.” 
said Mayo’s Dr. David Barret, who 
conducted the surgery. 

"This has no relation to the previous 
operation, the surgeon is the same but 
the operation is different, and the 
problem is different. At this point I 
am very satisfied. Obviously any one 
who undergoes an operation must 
wait for a lime to recover and to 
make sure ever)’ thing goes well. But 
at the initial stages we are very 
pleased,” he said. 

Asked if there would be any com- 
plications after the surgery. Dr. Farraj 
said: “It is natural after any operation, 
complication might occur. For this 
reason, the King will remain in hospi- 
tal for almost a week. Most complica- 

(Contlnued on page 7) 


Following is the text of a statement 
issued by Mayo Clinic on behalf of 
Lieutenant General Dr. Samir Farraj, 
private physician of His Majesty 
King Hussein: 

"HIS MAJESTY King Hussein of Jor- 
dan is resting comfortably this morning 
following successful prostate surgery at 
Mayo Clinic. 

"Surgeons performed an hour-long 
procedure known as a transurethral 
resection of the prostate tTURP) to cor- 
rect a benign enlargement of the 
prostate gland t benign prostatic hyper- 
plasia. or BPH >. 

"According to His Majesty's private 
physician. Dr. Samir Farraj. King Hus- 
sein was awake during the operation 
and went through the surgery ‘without 
problems or discomfort of any kind.* 

“The surgery was performed by David 
Barrett. M.D.. a urologic surgeon at 
Mayo Clinic. Dr. Farraj participated in 


the procedure, along with a team of 
other Mayo physicians and allied 
health professionals. 

"Dr. Barrett said there was ‘no evi- 
dence of any cancer — none whatsoev- 
er.’ Both Dr. Barrett and Dr. Farraj said 
they were ‘very satisfied’ with the 
results. There is no relation between this 
operation and His Majesty's previous 
operation at Mayo in August 1992. 

“Physicians expect His Majesty to 
retain at Rochester Methodist Hospital 
(pan of Mayo Medical Centre i for three 
to five days. Following that, his physi- 
cians recommend restricted physical 
activity for three to four weeks. 

‘Transurethral resection of the 
prostate (TURPl is the surgical proce- 
dure most often chosen by urologists to 
decrease the sire of an enlarged 
prostate. The procedure usually relieves 
all of the symptoms caused by the 
enlarged prostate without complica- 
tions.” 


Turkish minister 
denies insulting 


Jordaraan-Palestinian fund to counter 


U.S. is ready to present a new 
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nds her 


Germans 

ANKARA (AFP.) — Turk- 
ish Interior Minister Meral 
Aksener whose reported 
remarks that Germans were 
out to bum Turks caused a 
controversy between 

Ankara and Bonn on Satur- 
day denied having insulted 
■athe German nation. "My 
•remarks have been incor- 
rectly reflected by the 
media." Ms. Aksener said in 
a written statement, adding 
she had never targeted the 
German authorities or the 
German nation. 
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Ben Laden leaves 
jaLaiabad 

ISLAMABAD (R| — 

Exiled Saudi Arabian dissi- 
dent Osama Ben Laden has 
left Afghanistan’s eastern 
city of Jalalabad, where he 
has been living, for an 
unknown destination, an 
Afghan news service said on 
Saturday. The private Pak- 
istan-based Afghan Islamic 
Press (AlPi, quoting sources 
in Jalalabad, said the Tale- 
ban movement flew Mr. Ben 
Laden and his supporters on 
Thursday to an unknown 
area, probably still in 
Afghanistan. AlPsaid 

'Saudi admits 

Hizboilah 

membership’ 

M MONTREAL (.AFP) — A 
Saudi man held in Canada 
for his alleged role in the 
bombing of U.S. barracks 
in Saudi Arabia last year 
has admitted being a mem- 
ber of the Saudi Hizboilah. 
the Toronto Star said Satur- 
day. Haiti Abdul Rahim 
Hussein Al Sayegh report- 
edly said in an interview 
from an Ottawa prison that 
while he had belonged to the 
group, he dropped out 
before the June 1996 attack 
because of disagreements 
with members. 


sit 


.... K- f 

)i i*» v ' 

. i..r 

Min: 111 : 

-■» iH" 

l.il' 

llO 


Somali factions 
set final conference 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Twenty-six Somali factions 
meeting here since Friday 
$ have agreed to hold a final 
’ national reconciliation con- 
ference in Bosasso in north- 
eastern Somalia on June 10, 
a conference spokesman said 
on Saturday. Mohammad 
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Raraadhan Arbow, informa- 
tion secretary for the Nation- 
al Salvation Council repre- 
senting the 26 participating 
factions, told AFP after the 
two-day meeting that 1.000 
delegates will be invited to 
attend the Bosasso confer- 
ence. The conference will 
appoint a transitional parlia- 
ment to draft a transitional 
charter to govern Somalia for 
an interim period before 
elections are held, Mr. 
Arbow said. He expressed - 
the hope that faction leader 
Hussein Aideed and 
Mo hammad Ibrahim Egal, 
president of the biekaway 
Republic of Somaliland, will 
join the Bosasso meeting. 


Israeli actions in Arab East Jerusalem 

Crown Prince, in message to founding meeting, stresses 
need to preserve Arab and Muslim identity of Holy City 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Palestinian 
and Jordanian businessmen 
on Saturday announced a 
SI 00 million fund to be 
invested in Arab East 
Jerusalem in a bid to 
counter Israeli settlement 
plans in the occupied city. 

“The Jerusalem Fund for 
Joint Investment Company 
(JFJIC)," which was 
formed by more than 100 
Palestinian and Jordanian 
businessmen, is aimed at 
"reactivating business life 
for Arab residents in 
Jerusalem as well as buying 
Arab lands in the Holy 
City,” said Abdul Majid 
Shoman, a shareholder and 
chairman of board of direc- 
tors of the Arab Bank. 


Mr. Shoman told 
reporters that the company 
will hold agricultural 
tourist and housing invest- 
ments in the Holy City in 
order to create job opportu- 
nities for the Arab residents 
of Jerusalem. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, told the one-day 
“Meeting for Jerusalem," 
which was held at the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try. that the new firm was 
necessary to preserve the 
Arab and Muslim identity 
of the Holy City. 

“As you meet for 
Jerusalem today, in the 
homeland of all Arabs. I am 
certain that your priorities 
will include buttressing the 
Arab identity of the Holy 
City," the Regent said in a 


message, which was read 
out by Mr. Shoman. 

“That can be done by sup- 
porting the Arab presence 
there and working to meet 
the housing needs of its 
Arab inhabitants, who are 
facing the threat of forced 
emigration and deportation. 
We must do everything we 
can to help the Arab people 
of Jerusalem in these diffi- 
cult times,’’ the Crown 
Prince said. 

“Jerusalem needs our 
compassion. But it is our 
solidarity, knowledge and 
accurate assessments of the 
needs of Jerusalem that can 
help us articulate effective 
measures to protect the city 
and its Arab Muslim iden- 
tity," the Regent said. 

The JFJIC is the first uni- 
fied private Arab effort to 


counter Israeli settlement 
plans in Jerusalem follow- 
ing the right-wing Israeli 
government's decision to 
build a new Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Munib Masri. a member 
of the three-man founding 
team which includes Mr. 
Shoman and Palestinian 
businessman Hassib 

Sabagh, said that represen- 
tatives of the company will 
tour Arab states, including 
the Gulf region, to invite 
investors to join the JFJIC. * 

Mr. Masri said that 20 per 
cent of the capital was to be 
collected from Palestinian 
and Jordanian shareholders 
during Saturday’s gather- 


(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinians serve ultimatum 


over peace and settlements 

No peace talks unless settlements are 
halted, Arafat tells Clinton in message 



Palestinian students bum a coffin symbolic of the peace process during a protest rally 
at Al Azhar University in fiie Gaza Strip on Saturday (Reuters photo) 


Combined agency dispatches 

A U.S. PEACE initiative that 
does not contain a pledge by 
Israel to stop Jewish settle- 
ment building on occupied 
land is a non-starter, the 
Palestinian cabinet said Sat- 
urday. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat conveyed the 
same message to President 
Bill Clinton in a letter, 
.Arafat's advisers said. 

Mr. Clinton is trying to 
find ways to restart peace 
talks that broke off when 
Israel began construction 
last month of a Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Clinton is to meet with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in 
Washington on Monday, and 
Israel Radio reported Satur- 
day that a Palestinian cabinet 
minister. Hanan Ashrawi, 
would hold talks with U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
.Albright and the U.S. coor- 
dinator for the Middle East. 
Dennis Ross. 

Meanwhile, Saturday 
passed without major stone 
throwing clashes in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, per- 
haps a sign that Me Arafat is 
lowering tensions ahead of 
new diplomatic efforts. 

Since the March IS start of 
construction in Arab East 
Jerusalem, there had been 


daily protests in the West 
Bank, most organised by 
activists of Arafat’s Fateh 
movement 

On Saturday, dozens of 
Fateh followers marched 
peacefully on the campus of 
a Gaza University. Some 
carried a burial stretcher 
wrapped in white paper, with 
the words "peace process” 
written on it, and then set it 


on fire. 

Mr. Arafat’s letter to Mr. 
Clinton warned that if the 
peace process collapsed. 
Israel and the Palestinians 
would be headed toward 
confrontation, Israeli Radio 
reports said. 

Both Israel and the Pales- 
tinians have set conditions 
for resuming talks. 

Israel demands tbai Mr. 


Arafat move decisively to 
rein in the militants and halt 
the protests. The Palestinians 
say Israel must stop settle- 
ment construction in Arab 
East Jerusalem, the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Arafar’s letter said any 
U.S. plan for restarting the 
talks would have to 

(Continued on page 7) 


serious formula to Israelis and 


Palestinians, Tarawneh reports 


.AMMAN (Petra) — In 
his talks with U.S. 
administration officials 
last week. His Majesty 
King Hussein fell that 
Washington has dis- 
played more seriousness 
and" concern over the 
Middle East crisis than 
any time in the past. For- 
eign Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh said Saturday. 

“The LT.S. administra- 
tion has not only mani- 
fested its concern over 
the dangerous situation 
in the region but rather, 
its full readiness to seek 
a formula to be present- 
ed to the parties con- 
cerned in the issue.” 
stressed Dr. Taraw neh in 
an interview with Radio 
Monte Carlo. 

“The topic that 
received the most atten- 
tion in the King’s talks 
in Washington was the 
stalled ~ Palestinian- 
Israeli negotiations and 
the King presented Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton with 
his full assessment of the 


situation." According to 
Dr. Tarawneh, who said 
the U.S. president did 
not submit an American 
initiative to the King to 
solve the crisis. 

Dr. Tarawneh said U.S. 
Secretary- of State 
Madeleine Albright 
intends to visit the Mid- 
dle East but no date has 
been set for the visit. 

Referring to reports 
that the U.S. could 
arrange a three-way 
Camp David-style talk’s 
grouping the U.S., Israel 
and the Palestinians. Dr. 
Tarawneh said: “Such 
ideas were floated but I 
do not believe that such 
a meeting could be held 
soon due to the lack of 
the minimum level of 
coordination between 
the concerned parties at 
this time.” 

As to the final status 
negotiations between the 
Palestinians and the 
Israelis, the minister 
said: “We realise that the 
Palestinians have many 


doubts about this issue 
because not all the provi- 
sions of the accord on 
the transitional stage 
have yet been executed, 
neither has Israel’s set- 
tlement programme been 
halted." 

“The Palestinians have 
the right to demand that 
all provisions of the 
agreements should be 
implemented and Jordan 
will continue to stand by 
the Palestinian people 
and support their 
endeavours,” added Dr. 
Tarawneh. 

Dr. Tarawneh 

expressed hope that the 
Israeli and Palestinian 
sides will restore their 
mutual confidence with- 
out which the peace 
process can by no means 
be resumed. 

The Arab summit 
meeting in Cairo last 
June, Dr. Tarawneh said, 
proved that the Arab 
World’s strategic option 
is peace. 


Arabs and EU demand bigger 
European role in peace process 


DUBAI (Agencies) — 
Europe must play a more 
effective and influential 
role in the Middle East, 
Arab League and Euro- 
pean Union (EU) repre- 
sentatives here said Satur- 
day at the end of their 
three-day conference on 
the peace process. 

In recommendations to 
the leaders of Arab and 
European countries, the 
league and EU representa- 
tives said that “this 
(stronger EU) role has 
become a joint Arab- 
European demand and can 
only be positive, construc- 
tive’ and complimentary’ to 
those of the two co-spon- 
sors of the peace process." 
Russia and the United 
States. 

They also expressed 
their “deep concern 
regarding the difficulties 
the peace process has run 
into because of Israeli 
obstinacy in setting up 
settlements in occupied 
Arab territory, including 
East Jerusalem.” 

During the conference, 
Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid laid the entire 
blame for the blocked 
Middle East peace 
process on the govern- 
ment of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

The start of construction 
work on a new Jewish set- 


tlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem March IS led to 
a collapse in peace talks 
and triggered a wave of 
violent protests in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and three suicide bomb- 
ings. 

Six Palestinians and 
three Israelis have died. 

EU special Middle East 
envoy Miguel Angel 
Moratinos stressed that 
Mr. Netanyahu’s decision 
to proceed’ with the con- 
struction did not prevent 
the ELT from “continuing 
without slackening its 
efforts to restore confi- 
dence.’’ 

The league recommend- 
ed Monday that its mem- 
bers freeze the normalisa- 
tion process with Israel 
because of the new settle- 
ment and the Israeli gov- 
ernment's policy. 

Participants in the Dubai 
conference on European- 
Arab cooperation on the 
peace process included a 
hundred Arab and Euro- 
pean academics and 
experts as well as Abdul 
Meguid and Mr. Morati- 
nos. 

The conference was 
organised under the aus- 
pices of the crown prince 
of Dubai and United Arab 
Emirates defence minis- 
ter, Sheikh Mohammad 
Ben Rashed Al Maktoum. 

Europe is the main trad- 
ing partner of the Arab 


countries and the second 
largest foreign investor in 
the" region. The European 
Union" is also the main 
donor to the Palestinians, 
and has given them nearly 
$1.4 billion since 19S7. ’ 

“The conference 

expressed deep concern 
over difficulties facing the 
peace process as a result 
of Israel's obstinate posi- 
tions and its insistence on 
building settlements on 
occupied Arab land, 
including East 

Jerusalem." the final com- 
munique of the confer- 
ence said. 

“There is a need to over- 
come these difficulties in 
order to achieve a fair and 
comprehensive settlement 
to the Arab-lsraeli conflict 
based on the Madrid 
accord and related resolu- 
tions by international 
legitimacy. especially 
U .N . resolutions... the 
principle of land-for- 
peace. the Oslo accord 
and the Hebron redeploy- 
ment protocol ” the com- 
munique added. 

The communique said 
“a more effective and 
influential European role 
in the peace process has 
become a joint Arab and 
European demand... w'hich 
could only be positive, 
constructive and comple- 
mentary to the role of tile 
two sponsors (U.S. and 
Russia).’* 
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U.N. raps Libya for 
busting air embargo 


UNITED NATIONS 
(Agencies’) — The Security 
Council rapped Libya on 
Friday for a recent flight by 
a Libyan aircraft from 
Tripoli to Saudi Arabia in 
defiance of U.N. sanctions 
connected with the 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am air- 
liner over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land. 

It marked the third year in 
a row that Libya violated 
the sanctions by flying pil- 
grims to Jeddah on an 
unauthorised flight even 
though the council gave 
permission for an Egyptian 
airline ro fern Libyans 
wishing to make the annual 
pilgrimage to Mecca. 

In addition to an air 
embargo, the sanctions 
included a ban on arms 
sales and a downgrading of 
diplomatic relations. 

They were imposed in 
1992 because of Libya’s 
failure to extradite two men 
charged in Britain and the 
United States with involve- 
ment in the mid-air bomb- 
ing of Pan Am Right 103. 
which killed 270 people. 

A statement read at a brief 
public meeting said the 
Security Council consid- 
ered “this clear violation ... 
as totally unacceptable" 
and called on Libya to 
■’refrain from any further 
such violations." 

The statement, read by 
council President Antonio 
Monteiro of Portugal, the 
council noted that arrange- 
ments had been made for 
Libyan worshippers to trav- 


el to Saudi Arabia without 
violating the embargo. 

But diplomats here said 
no additional acrion is 
planned against Tripoli. 

The council recalled that 
"arrangements have been 
made consistent with” the 
sanctions regime "in order 
to fly Libyan pilgrims to 
perform the Hajj." This was 
a reference to the 45 return 
flights the council autho- 
rised 

Egypt Air to make 
between Libya and Saudi 
Arabia to accommodate 
some 11.000 pilgrims. 

The statement was almost 
identical to one issued by 
the council after last year’s 
sanctions violation. 

Libya has said in the past 
that pilgrims do not need 
U.N. authorisation to per- 
form their religious duties. 

The council said it would 
review the matter if further 
violations occurred and 
asked its Sanctions Com- 
mittee to draw the attention 
of all U.N. members to 
their obligations if a 
Libyan-registered plane 
landed in their territory. In 
rhat case, the aircraft is sup- 
posed to be impounded. 

Libya also violated sanc- 
tions in January by flying 
an official delegation to 
Accra. Ghana, and back. 
The U.N. Sanctions Com- 
mirtee has asked Libya for 
an explanation. 

Libya has also violated 
the flight embargo for some 
trips bv its leader. Colonel 
Muammar Qadhafi. 


Turkish, Kurdish youths 
fight at Rotterdam concert 


THE HAGUE (R) — Pol- 
ice fired two warning shots 
above the heads of hun- 
dreds of Turkish and Kur- 
dish youths fighting at a 
Turkish concert^ n a Rotter- 
dam suburb on Friday 
night, the Dutch news 
agency ANP said. 

It said a mass brawl broke 
out when up to 70 Kurdish 
youths entered the concert 
hall in Schiedam, shouting 
anti-Turkish slogans. 

A token police presence 
was overwhelmed by the 
ferocity of the fighting and 
reinforcements hud to be 
called in to separate the two 
sides and empty the hall. 

When the Kurds again 
tried to storm the hall, one 
policeman fired two warn- 
ing shots. 

the crowds then dis- 
persed although police said 
there was further sporadic 
fighting in the area and wit- 
nesses told ANP that up to 
six shots may have been 
fired during the night. 

Police said they arrested 
three men in connection 
with the clashes, in which 
another five people were 
slightly hurt. 

Depuly Prime Minister 
Hans Dijkstal said on 
Thursday that he was con- 


cerned at the increasing 
politicisation of some sec- 
tors of the Turkish commu- 
nity in the Netherlands. 

Turks and Kurds also 
clashed briefly in the 
Hague and in "the central 
Dutch city of Arnhem last 
Wednesday after the Turk- 
ish national soccer team 
beat the Netherlands 1 -0 in 
a World Cup qualifier in 
Turkey. Police then made 
14 arrests. 

Thousands have died in a 
12-year conflict between 
the Turkish military and 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) rebels who are 
fighting for autonomy or 
independence in the pre- 
dominantly Kurdish south- 
east of Turkey. 

In a separate develop- 
ment the mayor of the 
Hague, fearing trouble, 
called off a peace march 
planned for Sunday ro 
protest the deaths of a Turk- 
ish immigrant mother and 
five of her children in a sus- 
pected arson attack on their 
Hague home last month. 

Ankara has sharply criti- 
cised the Duich and Ger- 
man authorities for failing 
to punish Western perpetra- 
tors of suspected anti-Mus- 
lim attacks. 



An Israeli soldier takes shelter and aims to shoot tear-gas during clashes with Pales- 
tinian protesters on Friday in Bethlehem where Palestinian civilians and Israeli sol- 
diers have been clashing since Israel decided to build a Jewish settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem (Reuters photo) 


U.S. mediators arrange talks 
between rival Kurdish parties 


WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — In an effort to end 
the conflict between Kur- 
dish factions in northern 
Iraq. U.S. mediators have 
arranged for a meeting this 
month between the rival 
groups, a State Department 
official said Friday. 

“The United States 
believes that this peace 
process is in the best inter- 
ests of all the people of 
northern Iraq,” said depart- 
ment spokesman Nicholas 
Bums. 

He said acting Assistant 
Secretary of State David 
Walsh and Bob Deutsch, 
the department's regional 
office director, held talks 
Thursday and Friday with 
leaders of the principal fac- 
tions in the area. 

These included Massoud 
Barzani, head of the Kur- 
distan Democratic Party 
(KDP) which has main- 
tained sporadic ties with 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, and Jala! Talabani 
of the Iran-backed Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan. 

"All sides agreed on the 
need for early and rapid 
preparation for a next high- 
level meeting in Ankara in 
the ... next couple of 
weeks,” Mr. Bums said. 


“I can’t predict who will 
attend that meeting on 
behalf of the KDP and 
PUK, but obviously, we*d 
like to move this process 
forward' so that'' someday 
Mr. Barzani and'^Mr. Tala- 
bani decide to sk down 
together in the interest of 
stability in northern -Iraq,” 
he skid- 

Iraq on Thursday branded 
the diplomats' visit as an 
act of aggression and inter- 
ference in its affairs. 

Baghdad accuses Wash- 
ington of pressuring the 
two parties to stay outside 
of the central government's 
control as part of what it 
sees as a conspiracy against 
the Saddam regime. 

With the help of Iraq's 
army, the KDP drove the 
PUK out of portions of 
northern Iraq in August. 

The two sides signed a 
U.S.-brokered cease-fire in 
October. But the subse- 
quent talks in Ankara were 
stalled by the murder of a 
top KDP official. 

The United States. 
Turkey, and Britain have 
been mediating between the 

S s since the yearlong 
ities ended. 

Mr. Bums said the visit 
by Mr. Walsh and Mr. 


Deutsch — the t&o most 
senior American officials to 
tour the region in years — 
demonstrated that “the 
United States is fundamen- 
tally committed to safe- 
guard the rights of the peo- 
ple” of northern Iraq. 

A de facto Kurdish state 
was formed in northern Iraq 
after the Gulf war, protect- 
ed by U.S., British and 
French warplanes. 

Mr. Welch and Mr. 
Deutsch were accompanied 
by Turkish officials, a PUK 
statement said. 

Mr. Welch and Mr. 
Deutsch met Thursday in 
Salahuddin in northern Iraq 
with Mr. Barzani 
Mr. Bums noted that the 
U.S. officials were on “the 
first official United States 
visit to northern Iraq since 
Saddam Hussein attacked 
Eibil in August of 1996.” 
Mr. Barzani announced 
the release Thursday of all 
PUK prisoners held by the 
KDP after his talks' with 
Mr. Deutsch and Mr. 
Welch. 

A KDP statement 
described the gesture as “a 
sign of its commitment to 
reach a widespread settle- 
ment to the inter-Kurd con- 
flict” 


U.S. seeks details of Turkey-Iran pipeline deal 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States said on Friday 
it was seeking details of a 
contract awarded by Turkey 
this week for part of a natur- 
al gas pipeline link with Iran 
to see if the agreement vio- 
lated U.S. law. 

Turkey's state-run pipeline 
company Betas said on Mon- 
day it had awarded an $18 
million contract to the Turk- 
ish consortium Fernus-Stfa 
Enerkom to build a section of 
the pipeline between the 
eastern Turkish town of 


Erzurum and the Iranian bor- 
der. 

‘We've been in close touch 
with the Turkish government 
to determine the details of 
the announcement so that we 
can determine whether or not 
this action and other actions 
would constitute any kind of 
a violation of the Iran-Libya 
sanctions act.” a State Depar- 
tment spokesman said. 

"The United States has not 
determined that this particu- 
lar action or any other by the 
government of Turkey would 


trigger sanctions under the 
Iran-Libya act,” the spoke- 
sman, Nicholas Bums, told a 
news briefing. 

“We will continue to look 
at this issue and will keep it 
under review " he added. 

This week's contract is part 
of a $23 billion 23-year gas 
supply deal signed by Turkey 
and Iran in August 1996 
under which a pipeline is to 
be constructed from the Iran- 
ian city of Tabriz to the Turk- 
ish capital Ankara. 


Death of 
right-wing 

i 

leader to 
affect 
TUrkish 
politics 

ANKARA (AFP) — The 
death of veteran ultrana- 
tionalist opposition leader 
Alpaslan Turkes will 
shake up right-wing poli- 
tics in Turkey, as his party 
is likely to disintegrate 
with his demise, political 
analysts said Saturday. 

Turkes, leader of the 
Nationalist Action Party, 
a small but influential 
political group, died here 
on early Saturday after a 
heart attack. He was 80. 

His party failed to win a 
single seat in parliament 
in Turkey's December 
1995 general election, as 
it received only 8.5 per- 
cent of the vote, which 
was short of the required 
10 per cent national 
threshold. 

Turkes was expected to 
be replaced by his son, 
Tugrul, as party chief, 
according to political ana- 
lysts. 

However, the Istanbul- 
based liberal daily Hur- 
riyet said Nationalist 
Action was unlikely to 
survive without the veter- 
an politician, who was 
seen by his followers as 
the “great leader of the 
Turkish world." 

In the likely event of the 
party's disintegration, its 
potential, votes could be 
shared by the pro-Islamic 
Welfare Party of Prime 
Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan, the conservative 
True Path Party of For- 
eign Minister Tansu 
Ciller, the conservative 
Motherland Party and the 
ultra-rightwing Grand 
Unity Party, it said. 

“Turkes had a very 
important role in Turkey's 
political life, I deeply 
regret his demise, Presi- 
dent Suleyman Demirel 
said in a statement. 

“Turkes was one the 
great political leaders in 
Turkey’s recent history, 
we had been involved in 
close cooperation,” Ms. 
Ciller told reporters. 

Turkes was bom in 
Nicosia, Cyprus, in 1917 
and graduated from the 
military academy in 1938. 
joining the army. 

Involved in ultranation- 
alist movements since the 
early 1940s, Turkes was 
one of the senior organis- 
ers of a military coup in 
1 960, which eventually 
led to the hanging of top- 
pled conservative prime 
minister Adnan Mende- 
res. 

Turkes was twice 
deputy prime minister in 
right-wing coalition gov- 
ernments berween 1975 
and 1978. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Malaysian premier arrives in Kuwait 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Malaysian Prime Minister 
MfeAfr MotoS drived in Kuwait My at the 
start of six-day visit to the Gulf, the official Kuwaiti News 
Agency (KUNA) reported. The Malaysian prenuen who 
is being accompanied by his wife Sin Hasmah Moham- 
mad All and a delegation of more than 40 people, was met 
by acting Prime Minister and Foreign [ Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad A1 Sabah. Mr. Mahatlnr to 

Kuwait by Crown Prince and Prime Minister Sheikh Stead 
A1 Abdullah A1 Sabah, who is in Britain recovering from 
an operation last month. Malaysian Entrepreneur Devel- 
opment Minister Mustapha Mohamm^ and ^puty 
Finance Minister Affifudin Omar are with Mr. Maha&m 
who is scheduled to sign an agreement to avoid touble 
taxation with Kuwait. Mr. Mahathir will go to Bahrain 
from Kuwait. 

Pan-Islamic body of women deputies meets 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — A panel of women deputies from 
Morocco, Turkey. Azerbaijan and Pakistan started a three- 
day meeting here Saturday to draft rules for an organisa- 
tion of women parliamentarians of Muslim counties 
launched two years ago. The organisation was bom dur- 
ing a pan-Islamic conference of women parliamentarians 
hosted by Pakistan in 1995. Another such conference m 
Kuala Lumpur in 1996 adopted a constitution for I the 
organisation. The aim of the organisation is to provide an 
effective forum to exchange ideas and share approaches to 
common problems faced by women in Muslim societies, 
officials said. The organisation is headed by Latda B. 
S mires from Morocco while Gulnara Shildiali from Pak- 
istan is the secretary of the body. The meeting was opened 
by the chairman of the Pakistani Senate (upper house), 
Wasim Sajjad. 

Islamic dolls to hit Iranian toy stores 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian toy shops will stare selling 
this summer Islamic dolls designed to combat the grow- 
ing popularity of American Barbie dolls in the Islamic 
republic, the official IRNA news agency said Saturday. 
The Iranian dolls represent a brother and sister named 
Dara and Sara, who have dark skin and Middle Eastern 
features in contrast to the blond and curvy Barbie and her 
companion Ken. Mohsen Chini-Forushan. director of the 
state-run Children Intellectual Growth Centre, said 
15,000 Sara dolls and 5,000 Dara dolls will go on sale in 
their first marketing ran. Sara will initially be presented in 
a plain chador, or Islamic veil, but will later be adorned in 
colourful costumes from various ethnic groups in Iran, he 
told IRNA. Mr. Forushan said books and puppet shows 
featuring Sara and Dara would also be published and pro- 
duced in collaboration with state television. "The aim is to 
confront the Western cultural onslaught and bad education 
provided by foreign dolls and other toys." he added. 

Saudi readies transport for Hajj 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia is preparing a large-scale 
transport plan to cope with an estimated two million Mus- 
lim pilgrims expected to perform this year 1 s Hajj in April, 
the daily Saudi Gazette said on Saturday. "Pilgrims are 
expected to spend an estimated 400 million riyals for their 
transport between cities and the holy sites,” the daily said. 
."More than 12,000 buses with an estimated seating capac- 
ity of 552,000 will be deployed for this year's Hajj," it 
said. About two million Muslims — half of them from 
abroad — are expected to perform this year's Hajj at 
Mecca and Medina. Muslims aip^bliged to perform, the, 
pilgrimage at least once in their lives if they are able and 
can afford the cost. The number of pilgrims is governed 
by quotas agreed by the Organisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference which sets them in relation to each country's pop- 
ulation. 

Armed men beat, threaten Iranian official 

MONTEVIDEO (R) — Two masked men armed with 
revolvers forced their way into Iran’s embassy in Uruguay 
where they beat an official and threatened to detonate 
explosives before escaping, the Iranian ambassador said 
on Friday. "They wanted to kill me and then blow up the 
embassy," Ambassador Mohammad Ali Sarnadi told 
Reuters. "Nobody but the Zionists could do something 
like this," Mr. Sarnadi said, "but the Uruguayan authori- 
ties will have to confirm that." He added, "Uruguay is a 
quiet country, where we don’t have any problems." The 
men entered the embassy in Montevideo carrying bundles 
they said contained explosives. They beat an Iranian offi- 
cial and escaped soon after. Uruguay is just across the 
river plate from Argentina's capital Buenos Aires, which 
was the scene of bloody anti-Jewish bombings in 1992 
and 1994. Israel and the United States blamed Iranian- 
backed guerrillas for the attacks, although Iran denied 
this. 
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TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 

....Cartoon — Jenny Quest 

14:30 

Cartoon — Problem Child 

15:00 ., 

French Pmerammes 

16:(H> 

Due. — Global Familv 

16:25 , 

Enerev E\prcs< 

16:50 

Doc. — Our World. Their 

World 


17:15 . 

Clear Waier-Bic Fish 

18:00 


19:30 . 

News Headlines 

19v35 Comedy — Fresh Prince of 

Bel-Air 

20:00 . 


20:30 Medical Drama — Side 

Effects 


21:10 . 


22:00 . 


22- . 




PRAYER TIMES 

04:55... 


06:14... 


12:38... 


16:12... 


I9:02_. 


20:21 .. 


CHURCHES 


1 St Mary of Nazareth Church 
| Sweifieh. Tel. 8 1 0740 
i Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
; 632785. 

; St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunicatiou 
! Tel. 637440. 

, De la Salle Church Tel. 66 1 757. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 621366 
I Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
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Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman Internationa] Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. S 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deport- 
ment of Meteorology 
Relative cold weather conditions 
will prevail today with skies part- 
ly cloudy. A cold air front will 
affect the Kingdom in the evening 
causing further drop in tempera- 
tures. I( will be cold, cloudy to 
partly cloudy, rainy, and winds 
westerly modulate io acpve. In ’ 
Aqaba, skies will be partly cloudy, 
winds northerly moderaie to 
active, and seas, choppy. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Am man .. .06/15 


Aqaha. 14/26 

Deserts 05/18 

Jordan VnUey 12/24 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 14. Aqaba 25 Humidity 
readings: .Amman 69 per cenL 
Aqaba 26 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Walid A1 Masri 

- — 6754S5 

Dr. Yousef Rashid 896301 

Dr. Jum'a Abu Dhiab — 758848 

Dr. Khaiajbali >..740740 

Firas pharmacy ...—661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema phannaey 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy .623672 

.Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yucoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 28 1484 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Halaseh ...982799 

Khalifeh pharmacy -9S54I7 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Depanmsre — 661111 


Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

— 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. — 199 

Rescue ftiBoe 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade.— 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints _661 1 76 

Waer & Sewax^e GxnpJans -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

- 787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) - 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs -623*01 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television - 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority —.—680100 

J. Electricity’ Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein MaScal Centre SI3813Q2 


ifidr Mocmi ty — . . . 644281/6 
AJdleh Ma*nrity_.^...64244I/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman .636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital _845845 


Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali .....666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali ....664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen .-.777101/3 

AI-Bashir. 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery — 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

- ....(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sira Hospital (09)986732 

AJ Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

—..(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 

-402)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(.03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian f RJ) information 
department at die Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
f 08)53200-5, where ii should 


always be verified. Information on 02:15 London (BA) 

other flights can be supplied on 07:20 .London (BA I 

phone 08 (527001 07:20 .Tel Aviv (LY) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


08:15 .Paris (add) (RJ) 

09-45 Dubai (RJ) 

09:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

10:10 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10 JO - -.Bombay (RJ) 

11:05 Beirut (RJ) 

11:15 - Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

15:50 New York (RJ) 

16:20 -Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

17:45 .. Brussels, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:00 -Paris (RJ) 

18:50 — London (RJ) 

19:20 .Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

20:40 -Rome(RJ) 

20:50 Tunis (RJ) 

21:30 — --Frankfurt, Paris (RJ) 

22^)5 Athens, Vienna 

(RJ) 

23:40 Frankfurt (add) (RJ) 

01:00 ...._ Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

01:45 .................... Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights 

12HM Sanaa (TY) 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) 

13:35 Bahrain (GF) 

15:20 —...Moscow 

(SU) 

21:10 — —Beirut (ME; 

21:35 .Cairo (MS) 

23—0 Istanbul (TK) 

00:59 Cairo (MS) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


03:20 -Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

07:20 - - — -Beinir(RJ) 

09:00 — Jrankfurt, Paris (RJ) 

lk20 Jeddah (add) (Rj) 

11:45 Aqaba. Frankfurt (add) 
(RJ) 

12:00 Athens, Vienna (RJ) 

12 JO -Tunis (RJ) 

12:30 Rorae(RJ) 

12:35 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

^*20 — — : — London (RJ) 

W:3 0 — - Jeddah (RJ) 

21:15 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:30 — Damscus (RJ) 

22:00 Abu Dhabi, Dubai 

(RJ) 

22 ; 15 — -Cairo (RJ) 

23:00 -.-..Singapore. Jakarta (RJ) 

23 : 10 ...- -..Bangkok (RJ) 

01:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

03=20 Jeddah (RJ) 


Other Flights 

13:30 

13 JO 

14:25 

16:35 

22:25 

00:45 

02:00 

07:00 


Jeddah SV) 

Sanaa (Pf) 

JJoha (GF) 

— -Moscow (SU) 

—..Cairo (MS) 

-Amsterdam (KL) 

Cairo (MS) 

- Beirut (ME) 


07:55 — London (BA). 

08:15 -..Tel Aviv (LY) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep. Amman — 8:00 am every Maxby : 
Am Damascus — 51)0 pun. every Monday : 
Dqj. Damascus _7^0 am. every Sunday , 
Am Amman SK)0 pm every Sunday 


MARKET prices 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. , 

Apple .. 

.. 700/500! 

Banana 

fii)n/rinn ! 

Banana (imported)-. 

...980/600 

Cabbage 

130/80 ■ 

Carrot 

...200/120 1 

Cauliflower. 

..J200/100. 

Cucumber (large) .. . 

-2130/160 

Cucumber (small).... 

— 350/200 ; 

Eggplant 

230/100 : 

Garlic _ 

1550/600 • 

Grape fruit 

....180)020 ; 

Lemon 

...550/250 : 

Marrow (laige) . 

...220030 

Marrow (small) . 

...380/200 

Onion (green) 

720/180 1 

Onion (drv) ... 

380/180 

Orange - 

...560/300 

Peas 

800/650 

Pepper (hot) 

—650/350 : 

Pepper (sweet) 

...650/350 . 

Potato 

...370/200 i 

Radish 

350/60 

Spinach 

—240/150 , 

String beans 

1050/700 

Tomato 

.420/220 
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Visiting U.S. official meets with Ensour Islamists secure JMA presidency 


'*||MMAN (J.T.) — Visiting 
US. former Assistant Sec- 
retary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs Richard 
Murphy Saturday met with 
Acting Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour to review 
Middle Eastern and 
international issues. 

Discussion mainly 

focused on obstructions to 
the peace process, resulting 
from ongoing Israeli plans 
to build a Jewish settlement 


in Arab East Jerusalem, 
according to the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra. 

The agency maintained 
that Dr. Ensour briefed Mr. 
Murphy on the Jordanian 
position in regards to the 
ongoing developments as 
well as its support for a just 
and comprehensive peace. 

The deputy prime minis- 
ter described the dangers 
inherent in Israel’s contin- 
ued construction of settle- 


ments in the occupied Arab 
territories and in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

He warned that such poli- 
cies and programmes 
would send the region back 
into a state of conflict. 

Mr, Murphy, who is on a 
two-day visit to Jordan at 
the invitation of the United 
States Embassy Informa- 
tion Service, is scheduled 
as guest speaker at a round- 
table discussion at the Uni- 


versity of Jordan Centre for 
Strategic Studies. 

He will also give an open 
lecture on the Middle East 
peace process at the U.S. 
embassy today. 

Subsequent to his visit to 
Jordan, Mr. Murphy, who 
served as U.S. ambassador 
to Mauritania, Syria. Saudi 
Arabia and the Philippines 
will travel to Israel. 


Agriculture seminar blames ‘mismanagement’ 
as factor in water wastage in the Arab World 


AMMAN i Petra) — The 
,~Vrah Organisation for 
Agricultural Development 
(AO AD) Saturday blamed 
mismanagement of water 
resources in the Arab 
World for wasting almost 
40 per cent of the surface 
water in rivers and lakes 
which could otherwise 
contribute to better agri- 
cultural development. 

AO AD Director Abdul 
Hamid Kayed told the 
opening session of a six- 
day seminar on improving 
the efficiency of irrigation 
systems, that water 
wastage is due mainly to 


obsolete irrigation sys- 
tems and improper use of 
available water. 

More than 50 per cent of 
available surface water in 
the Arab World, used for 
irrigation purposes, is 
sourced from neighbour- 
ing countries a practice 
which poses a serious situ- 
ation as it means that 
much food production in 
the Arab World depends 
on foreign water 
resources. Dr. Kayed stat- 
ed. 

He affirmed that the 
total estimated amount of 
surface water available for 


Arab countries is 244 bil- 
lion cubic metres fbcm) 
and that 89 per cent of this 
amount is utilised for irri- 
gation. 

Organised by the AO AD 
in conjunction with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
the seminar has been 
attended by agricultural 
engineers from 15 .Arab 
countries who will discuss 
conventional surface 
water irrigation methods, 
the use of pipelines to pre- 
vent wastage and modem 
methods using laser tech- 
niques and computer pro- 
grammes. 


Minister of Agriculture 
Secretary General Ghaleb 
Abu Orabi delivered Jor- 
dan's address in which he 
outlined the Kingdom's 
infrastructure irrigation 
projects such as the con- 
struction of dams, con- 
verting the open canal irri- 
gation system into* 
pipeline system and 
improving the efficiency 
of the King Abdullah 
Canal which contributes 
to the irrigation of large 
sectors of the Jordan Val- 
ley Farmlands. 


Ambassador leaves Kingdom with fond memories 


By Jennifer Hamarneh 

Jordan Times Staff Reports r 

AMMAN — In his final 
report to British Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm 

RifkindL Ambassador to 
Jordan Peter Hinchcliffe 

r )te that when he arrived 
Amman he found rela- 
tions were excellent and 
upon ending his tenure he 
finds the situation identical. 

Mr. Hinchcliffe, who 
leaves Jordan tomorrow, 
looks positively at the shifts 
and movement in the politi r 
cal and economic arenas in * 
the Kingdom. In the major 
areas of economic refomX 
the peace process antF- 
democracy, he is optimistic 
as well as patient. 

Economic reform, he 
says, is “very much on 
course, but the problem is 
that it is not apparent” 

He says that the general 
populace “feels worse off” 
and thus last August’s inci- 
dents in Karak w-ere 
sparked by the lifting of 
bread subsidies. 

In addition, he says, when 
the economic stresses are 
coupled with a deadlock in 
peace talks, the govern- 
ment’s efforts appear not to 
be fruitful. 

At this point Mr. Hinch- 
cliffe borrows from what 
JfRH Crown Prince Hass an 
Aas to have once said to 
Mr. Rifkind. — “the funda- 
mentals are sound, but you 
cannot eat fundamentals.” 
Mr. Hinchcliffe is of the 
belief that “it has to hurt 
before it gets better.” And 
he also believes that the 
successive governments of 
Abdul Salara Majali, HRH 
Prince Zeid Ben Shaker, 
and Abdul Karim Kabariti 
have taken “brave deci- 
sions,” and therefore, he 
hopes that the benefits will 
filter through. He adds 
quickly, however, thai such 
progress will depend on the 
benefits of peace. 

On that front he says he 
recognises that the drive for 
normalisation is not popu- 
lar, and that every rime a 
Palestinian is shot, the con- 
cept is even more “abhor- 
rent” Yet he believes 
peace is coming, and that it 
will succeed only if it is a 
warm peace and a peace 
that will fully satisfy the 
Pales tinians . 

“Until Israel can satisfy 
the Palestinians, there never 
will be a true peace,” Mr. 



■British .Ambassador to Jordan. Peter. Hinchcliffe . . 


Hinchcliffe says. He sees 
the 'priorities as being peace 
first, and security second, 
and he contends that this is 
what Israelis must under- 
stand. 

Although he acknowl- 
edges that many Israelis do 
see the equations that way. 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s message is 
unfriendly. “That's a pity.” 
says the ambassador. 

He suggests that people 
be patient, and recognise 
that some ■ situations are 
outside the government’s 
control. 

The ambassador, an avid 
proponent of the Internet, 
measures the progress of 
democracy in Jordan by 
following the exchange that 
takes place in this comput- 
er-based high tech forum- 
For him. it is not simply the 
Hashemite Royal Family, 
officials, the press, and the 
general public debates of 
nearly every issue, sacred 
or not, in this arena, but that 
the General Intelligence 
Directorate has a site open 
to questions. 

“What other country in 
the world can ask its intelli- 
gence agency questions like 
that,” Mr. Hinchcliffe asks. 
“The image of such free- 
dom presents a very healthy 
picture.” 

When Ambassador 
Hinchcliffe leaves Jordan 
tomorrow, the last post of 
his diplomatic career, he 
will take with him years of 
experience and in-depth 
knowledge which he will 
put to valuable use in the 
next chapter of his life. 

Mr. Hinchcliffe is set to 
teach Middle East politics 
in both Scotland and Ire- 
land. 

In Scotland, he will be an 
honorary fellow at Edin- 
burgh University's Muir 


Institute (the new name of 
the Department of Middle 
East and Islamic Studies), 
which will be officially 
inaugurated in late Novem- 
ber by HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

There he will teach gradu- 
ate students and write for 
two semesters per year. 

In Ireland. Mr. Hinch- 
cliffe will, for one semester 
each year, be a senior 
research fellow at Queen’s 
University in Belfast. His 
teaching and writing there 
will concentrate on Middle 
East and Gulf international 
affairs. 

Of his three and an half 
years in Jordan, the ambas- 
sador says that they have 
been “marvellous.” 

First. Mr. Hinchcliffe 
stresses, relations between 
the UK. and Jordan are 
such that any British 
ambassador would find the 
post professionally reward- 
ing. 

He cites as examples the 
relaxed and friendly atti- 
tude of the Jordanians as 
well as the easy access to 
decision-makers, w’hich he 
adds “sets Jordan apart 
from other states in (he 
region.” 

He brushes over the 1 990- 
1991 period by saying 
“We’ve had hiccups over 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, 
but that difference is well 
behind us now.” 

On an anecdotal side, Mr. 
Hinchcliffe has many fond 
memories but perhaps the 
most moving was of last 
July when the Jordanian 
Royal Family and all of its 
members with military 
links to academies and 
institutions in the U.K. 
were invited to London for 
a ceremony commemorat- 
ing the 50th anniversary of 
Jordan’s independence and 


its long history of British- 
Jordanian military ties. 

During His Majesty’ King 
Hussein's address he spoke 
proudly of the particular 
relationship between the 
military establishments of 
both countries. He then 
stepped down from the 
podium and walked 
towards a senior gentleman 
in the audience, raised him 
from his seat with both 
hands and embraced him. 
The man was General 
Horsbrough, the King's 
company commander when 
he was Sandhurst cadet. 
According to Mr. Hinch- 
cliffe, there was not a dry 
eye in the hall. 

.As a couple, the Hinch- 
cliffes have both been high- 
ly active, each in their own 
area of expertise. Mrs. 
Hinchliffe, known to her 
associates and friends as 
Archie, is a paediatric phys- 
iotherapist and is the first 
British diplomatic wife to 
be decorated as Member of 
the British Empire (MBE), 
a decoration somewhat 
equivalent to Jordan's Istik- 
lal Medal. Her focus in Jor- 
dan has been on community 
based rehabilitation. In 
other words she helped 
train mothers with disabled 
children on caring for them 
in the home rather than 
have these children institu- 
tionalised. She will be 
returning to Jordan in 
November to follow up on 
the work she started. 

Mr. Hinchcliffe hopes to 
keep links with Jordan as 
well by linking up with the 
University of Jordan for 
occasional lectures and by 
writing a column for the 
local press in his field of 
experience. 

The ambassador will be 
succeeded by a senior For- 
eign Office official, 
Christopher Battiscombe. 
who will be arriving from 
London on April 14. Mr. 
Battiscombe, 57, has a wide 
background in the Arab 
World. From 1991 to 1994 
he was ambassador to Alge- 
ria, and earlier on he was 
consular in Cairo. The 
ambassador-designate also 
speaks Arabic. 

As Mr. Hinchcliffe turns 
60 on April 9, he leaves Jor- 
dan upon mandatory retire- 
ment from the British For- 
eign Office, but his work in 
political science will keep 
him in constant touch with 
this pan of the world. 


What’s Going On 


AMMAN THEATRE FESTIVAL 

* Svrian performance entitled ‘Ismail Hamlet* by 
WaJfaide Troupe and U.S. performance entttied “Take 
Place” by Joe Grade Group respectively at 7:00 p.m. and 
. 8 pjD. at the Royal Scientific Society. 


SEMINAR 

* Seminar with Ambassador Richard Murphy, senior fel- 
low at the Council on Foreign Relations and Former 
Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern and South 
Asian Affairs at the U.S. Department of State on “The 
Middle East Peace Process” at the American Centre. 
Abdoun at 6:00 p.m. 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Islamists have 
secured the presidency of 
the Jordan Medical .Associ- 
ation (JMA) and now share 
the seats of the ten-member 
council board with leftists, 
in elections held Friday and 
announced by JMA offi- 
cials yesterday. 

In the elections which 

determined the presidency 

and the council members of 
the JMA, Bassem Dajani. 
member of the Islamic 
Action Front (lAFl. won a 
second term for the presi- 
dency of the association, 
receiving 1.004 votes out of 
the 2,057 votes cast. 

The fiercest competition, 
over the presidential seat 
for which four doctors were 
nominated, centred 

between Dr. Dajani and 
Arab nationalist 

Mohammed Oran. 

Dr. Dajani. who received 
94 votes more than Dr. 
Oran, will, along with the 
newly-elected council 
members, hold his seat for 
the next two years. 

The election results for 
the presidency election 
were listed as follows: Dr. 
Oran received 910 votes, 
followed by independent 


Mohammed Zu'bi with 90 
votes, in last place was 
independent Khalil Barakal 
with 13 voles. 

Four candidates running 
on the Islamists list, includ- 
ing one Nasserite. were also 
elected to the JMA board. 

They are as follows: 
Nasserite Ahmad Armnuti 
who received 96S votes, 
independent Bassam 

Kiswani who received 96S 
votes. Islamist Nazeh 
Ababneh who received 897 
votes. Islamist seen as close 
to the 1AF Nabil Muhiar 
who received S57. 

Only one doctor running 
on the Islamist* list was not 
elected as the list kept four 
seats vacant out of the ten- 
member seal list. 

The Islamic movement 
has been in virtual control 
of the association for the 
past six years, w hen former 
Islamist Dr. Ishaq Muraqu 
was the first Islamist to win 
the presidency. He served 
two terms. 

As for Dr. Oran's Profes- 
sional list, which included 
leftists and independent 
doctors, four candidates 
were elected as hoard mem- 
bers. 

They are as follows: left- 
ist Mohammed Batayneh 
who received 78 t > votes. 


independent Haiti Hadadin 
who received 757 votes, 
leftist Ra'f Paris who 
received 73s votes and 
independent Salem Smadi 
who received 72$ votes. 

Nine doctors ran on this 
list. 

As for the third Bualhisl* 
list upon which rite doctors 
ran. only Jj’fur Hunili was 
elected with 7$5 votes. 

None of the third inde- 
pendent seven-member list, 
which included public sec- 
tor doctors, won. 

Hi sham, Ardah. the West 
Bank representative of the 
association received the 
highest vote of all. includ- 
ing the new 1\ -elected presi- 
dent. with a total of I.OsO 
votes. 

Dr. Ardch had already 
been elected as council 
member in separate elec- 
tions by phvsicLins residing 
in the West Bank. 

Since 19bS. only nine of 
the executive council's 10 
members have been elected 
by the general assembly in 
Amman. The Tenth member 
has. until now. been a repre- 
sentative of West Bank 
Physicians and elected by 
the JMA Branch in 
Jerusalem. 

This year, in order to 
avoid confrontation with 


the government and since 
the Kingdom severed 
administrative and legal 
lies with ihe West Bank in 
1988. the JMA requested 
that all doctors vote lor Dr. 
Ardah in the elections Fri- 
day. 

Dr. Dajani told the Jordan 
Times at an earlier date that 
the JMA could not force the 
decision on the doctors but 
that they were requested to 
vote for Dr. Ardah. 

After the last elections 
two years ago. the govern- 
ment filed a case against 
the JMA for having 
appointed the JMA hoard's 
tenth member from the 
West Bank, bin the govern- 
ment lost the case. 

Various association mem- 
bers strongly believe that 
once i lie Palestinian 
National Auihnrily estab- 
lishes its own professional 
associations, then those 
residing in the West Bank 
can vote lor their ow n s\ n- 
Jicaics. 

Dr. Hunili told the Jordan 
Times tlui doctors residing 
ill the West Bank siill pay 
membership fees to ihe 
JMA and have ruianci.il 
rights regarding health 
insurance and social secun- 


Islamic, Christian views on religion, 
secularism to be analysed in seminar 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Joint Muslim-Christian consultations on 
“Religion and secularism" are scheduled to open in Amman 
on Monday. 

The three-day conference, to be held at the Regency 
Hotel, will compare Christian and Muslim views on secu- 
larism. and analyse the relationship between religion and 
state in Islam and Christianity. 

Experts on inter-faith dialogue from the Evangelical 
Church of Germany will discuss their v lews with Arab pro- 
fessors and researchers on religious issues. 

Gottfried Kuenzlen. professor of theology at the Military 
University of Munich, and expert in Islam Roiraud 
Wielandr will air views on secularism, while Rev. Andreas 
Feldtkeller will contribute to the conference with a paper 


on "Secularism and state in Christianity.” 

Rev. Heinz Klautkc. renowned researcher on Islam at the 
headquarters of the Evangelical Church in Hannover, will 
analyse* the "Current challenges within the framework of 
the relation between religion and secularism in Christiani- 
ty.” 

The conference, to be held under the patronage of HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent, is organised by the 
Royal Academy for Islamic Civilisation Research AL al 
Bait Foundation, and is expected to gather intellectuals and 
thinkers from Iraq. Lebanon. Syria and Iran. 

In addition to the German guests, participants include: 
Professor Faruk Samenai from Baghdad: Professor of His- 
tory at the University of Jordan and former Professor at the 
American University of Beirut Abdul Kareem Ghu ray belt: 
Egyptian researcher and author of many publications pn 
Islam Mohammad Amura. 


Auto accidents claim Egyptian pianist 
lives over weekend Yasser Mukhtar to 

Special to the Jordan Times perform in Amman 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Eight people, including two children, 
were killed in various incidents in the Kingdom dur- 
ing the weekend, official reports said. 

In Karak, on the Kat ranch desert highway, three 
people were killed and a fourth was injured when 
their rented car collided with a trailer and a third vehi- 
cle, official reports said. 

According to the reports, the driver of the rented car. 
Ashraf Farhan, 23, who survived the crash, slanuned 
into the trailer and the other vehicle killing the three 
passengers riding with him in the car. 

Traffic officials blamed Mr. Farhan for the accident 
stating in their report that speeding and the explosion 
of the left front tyre caused him to lose control of his 
vehicle and slam into the other two vehicles. 

The deceased were identified as Bilal Adnan 
Saadeh. 25. Talat Mahmoud Saadeh. 24. and Mah- 
moud Yousef Saadeh. 22. 

In Irbid, a five-year-old child, identified as Rami 
Ra’ed, was killed after being struck by a vehicle in 
one of Irbid's suburbs, the reports said. 

Traffic officials stated that Shaher Othman. the dri- 
ver of the vehicle, was at fault for failing to yield to 
pedestrians. 

In Jabal .Al Akhdar in Amman, a 35-year-old man 
was killed when his vehicle caught on fire while he 
was attempting to fix it, repons said. 

Suleiman Oqla was lying under his car and fixing it 
when an electric failure occurred and the vehicle 

caught on fire. 

Mr. Oqla was rushed to Al Bashir Hospital but 
declared dead on arrival. 

Also during the weekend, a 70-year old man was 
killed in Ma’an after being hit by a vehicle driven by 
Farid Ahmad, 30, reports said. 

The victim, Atiyeh Salem, was crossing the street in 
Al Husseinieh neighbourhood when the incident 
occurred. 

Speeding and failure to yield to pedestrians were 
cited as the cause of the accident, according to the 
official reports. 

In other accidents in the Kingdom, a 14-year-old 
child drowned in the King Abdullah Canal, reports 
said. 

The reports identified the victim as Inshirah Talal. 
but gave no details to how the child might have 
drowned. 

Recent statistics released by the Civil Defence 
Department tCDD) indicated that 55 people drowned 
in 77 swimming accidents in 1996. 

The statistics stated that most drowning incidents 
occurred in dams and canals where swimming is gen- 
erally prohibited. 


.AMMAN iJ.T.t — As pan of its 1996/1997 cultural 
season. the National Music Conservatory 
(NMO/Noor Al Hussein Foundation (NHFl will 
organise a piano recital featuring the established 
Egyptian pianist. Yasser Mukhtar. according to a 
NMC statement. ■ 

Mr. Mukhtar will perform a programme featuring 
pieces by Mozart. Chopin. Haydn. Schumann. Liszt 
and variations on an Egyptian folk song by Egyptian 
composer. Garnal Abdul Raheim. 

Mr. Mukhtar w as bom in Cairo in 1968. Al the age 
of seven, he started his first piano lessons at the Cairo 
State Conservatory where he received his diploma in 
I9S5. He then won a scholarship to study at the 
Tschaikovsky State Conservatory in Moscow. 

In 1992. he graduated with distinction with a Mas- 
ter of Fine Arts. He resumed his postgraduate studies 
at the “Musikhochschule Hanns Eisler” in Berlin and 
in 1996 received his Ph.D. 

Mr. Mukhtar ha> appeared in numerous concerts as 
a soloist and chamber musician in Egypt, the former 
USSR. Spain and Germany. 

The recital will be held on Sunday. April 6. at the 
Philadelphia Hotel in the Philadelphia Hall, in coop- 
eration with Royal Jordanian (RJ) and Radisson SAS 
Hotel Amman, the statement said. 

Mukhtar will make another appearance as he 
accompanies his compatriot, well-known soprano 
singer Neveen Allouba. in an evening featuring pop- 
ular songs of famous German singers. Marlene Diet- 
rich and Zarah Leander. 

The evening will feature songs such as: *’l know " 
"Sometimes a miracle could happen.” “It is not the 
end of the world.'* “If I could wish for something" 
and many other nostalgic songs, the statement said. 

In addition to the programme and the highly 
acciaimed soprano and pianist, the evening acquires 
special importance as it is the first event of Ihe sort to 
be held in Jordan and acheived great success when 
the Egyptian couple performed in Germany. 

The evening will be held, in cooperation with RJ 
and the Union Bank for Savings and Investment 
lUBSIj. on Monday. April 7 at $:0Q p.m. in the Audi- 
torium of the UBSI. 
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Greece and Italy at odds over force in Albania 



A child releases a pigeon during a rally in the Albanian capital Tirana on Saturday in support of peace. The rally 
organised by UNICEF was attended by some hundreds of children (Reuters photo) 


ATHENS (R) — Greece and 
Italy are at odds over the 
deployment of an Italian-led 
multinational force in lawless 
Albania with both sides push- 
ing to deploy their troops in 
Tirana, key ports and road 
junctions. Greek officials said 
on Saturday. 

“Every country (in the force) 
has its own preferences and 
there are different views from 
the ones proposed (by Italy)." 
Defence Minister Akis 
Tsohatzopoulos. told reporters. 
"In any case nothing will be 
valid if the governments 
involved don’r agree.*' 

Government officials said 
Athens was angry with a pro- 
posal by the force's Italian 
command that Greek troops 
should be stationed in Lezhe. 
about 90 kilometres northwest 
of Tirana, while Italians would 
be in Tirana and the Adriatic 
port of V lore. 

"Greece believes that the 
Albanian crisis can't be 
resolved by dividing the coun- 
try in zones of influence,” a 
senior government official told 
Reuters. “Greek troops must 
be part of the force in Tirana 
and in other main towns." 

Rome has said the 6.000- 
strong. United Nation- 
approved force should start 
deployment in the week start- 
ing on April 14. 

Albania, rocked by weeks of 
chaos during which scores of 
people were killed, has urged 
the fastest possible deploy- 
ment to secure the transport 
and distribution of humanitari- 
an and technical aid. 

Italy was expected to pro- 
vide between 2.000 and 1^00 
troops. France 1.000. Greece 
700. Turkey 500, Romania 


400 and Spain 300. Austria 
and Denmark said they may 
also participate. 

Deployment plans have 
been overshadowed by the 
sinking of a packed Albanian 
refugee vessel off Italy on 
March 28 in a collision with an 
Italian navy corvette; causing 
Albanian anger with Rome 
and raising extra concern 
about the troops’ safety. 

Survivors accused the Italian 
captain of ramming the boat, 
something Rome denies. 
Tirana says that at least 80 
people drowned but insists that 
anti-Italian passions have 
eased since the sinking. 

Prime Minister Costas 
Simitis on Friday criticised 
Italy’s handling of the refugee 
wave and urged robust 
European Union economic 
and techinical support for 
Albania and other poor Balkan 
nations. 

“When there is hunger and 
misery the solution is not one 
ship sinking another." Simitis 
said in a speech to a European 
socialist parties meeting. “The 
solution is to prevent the mass 
exodus brought by hunger and 
misery. To make sure other 
(Balkan) countries don't face 
misery.” 

Thousands of Albanian 
refugees packed ships heading 
for Italy in the past weeks. 
Some 350.000 Albanians 
already live in Greece and 
Athens has increased patrols 
across the border with Albania 
to prevent another mass wave 
of refugees. 

Analysts said Simitis' com- 
ments would fuel Greek- 
I tali an antagonism before the 
final decision on the troops' 
deployment, expected on 


Monday. Simitis said the EU 
and NATO should move faster 
in integrating Balkan nations 
and that the “immediate 
response of the union to the 
recent crisis in Albania was 
correct but not sufficient” 
State control has collapsed 
in Albania for the past month 
with many southern towns 
controlled by rebel councils. 
Army and police forces fled 
amid an armed uprising trig- 
gered by anger over the col- 


lapse of pyramid savings 
schemes. 

Meanwhile, the leader of a 
Council of Europe delegation 
in Tirana said Saturday the 
Italian-led muffi -national force 
must be deployed "as a matter 
of the highest urgency," 

Rene van der Linden, the 
council's rapporteur on politi- 
cal affairs on a two-day visit to 
Tirana, said that while there 
was an "improved atmop- 
shere" in Albania, "ibis force 


must be deployed as a matter 
of the highest urgency. 

“We have some improve- 
ment but it already took too 
long a time for the deployment 
of humanitarian aid and the 
international force.” Van der 
Linden said. 

He added' that at a meeting 
Saturday. Albanian President 
Sali Berisha also called for the 
process to be speeded up. 

Van der Linden and other 
members of the delegation met 


leaders of all the main 
Albanian political parties, as 
well as the reconciliation gov- 
ernment. He said that security 
in the country, along with elec- 
tion laws, media and interna- 
tional monitoring and assis- 
tance, were discussed. 

The head of the delegation 
reported that leaders of the 
opposition parties were “quite 
optimistic” that agreement 
would be reached on fair 
access to state media. 


Union with Belarus won’t hurt Russian reforms — Yeltsin 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
President Boris Yeltsin 
acknowledged concern about 
human rights violations in 
neighbouring Belarus on 
Saturday but said a union with 
the ex-Soviet republic would 
not compromise Russia's 
democratic reforms. 

'“The Russian mass media 
are voicing concern about 
freedom of speech and the 
press in Belarus." Yeltsin said 
in a radio address to the 
nation. “This concern cannot 
be ignored." 

“I would like to assure you 
with every determination that 
we will do our best to ensure 
that the values of democracy, 
freedom of expression and the 
press become the common 
property’ of the union.” 

Yeltsin described the union 
treaty he signed Wednesday 
with Belorussian President 
Alexander Lukashenko as a 
very significant event in the 
two Slavic neighbours' histo- 
ry- 

He rejected speculation that 
the move to integrate with the 
weaker economy of Belarus 
would hurt Russians’ living 
standards. "[ tell you firmly: 
this will not happen." he said. 

"We will not retreat in order 
to march in step with our ally 


and partner” Yeltsin added. 

Untike Russia. Belarus has 
blocked market reforms and 
much of its economy remains 
state-controlled. The 

International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank have sus- 
pended loans to Belarus due 
to its backsliding on econom- 
ic reform. 

The treaty was signed on 
the first anniversary of an ear- 
lier union pact clinched dur- 
ing Yeltsin’s reelection cam- 
paign. seen partly as a move 
to win votes from Russian 
nationalists nostalgic for the 
Soviet Union. The latest 
treaty was also seen as a 
riposte to NATO's plan to 
expand eastward, which is 
strongly opposed by both 
Yeltsin and Lukashenko. 

Before the signing ceremo- 
ny. Russian liberals and the 
media voiced concern ar the 
way the union treaty was 
drawn up. by a small group of 
government officials, without 
broad consultation. 

The treaty' was a watered- 
down version of the original 
far-reaching draft, and Yeltsin 
promised six weeks of public 
discussion before the detailed 
"statutes'' of the treaty would 
be signed. 

The union accord, which 


was largely a declaration of 
intent, called for economic 
and defence cooperation, but 
stressed that both countries 
would retain their sovereign- 
ty. 

However, it aroused coiv 
cem among Russians who 
feared that Lukashenko, an 
authoritarian leader wh® has 
muzzled political opponents, 
could spread his influence to 
Russia itself. 

In his radio address. Yeltsin 
said integration could “help 
Belarus to catch up with us 
quicker where we have 
moved ahead.” 

While acknowledging that 
Belarus lagged behind Russia 
in economic development and 
the establishment of a law- 
based state. Yeltsin stressed 
that Russia “will not sacrifice 
what has been achieved dur- 
ing this difficult period of 
reforms." 

Police in the Belarussian 
capital Minsk arrested up to 
50 people protesting against 
the union treaty the day it was 
signed. 

At least 5,000 people took 
part in the demonstration led 
by the opposition Belarus 
Popular Front, which was 
broken up by police, as were 
previous protests against 


Lukashenko's policies. 

The Russian foreign min- 
istry voiced concern about the 
clashes and injuries sustained 
by Russian journalises in 
Minsk, ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported Saturday. 

Ministry spokesman 
Gennady Tarasov recalled 
that Belarus, like other 
European countries, had 
“undertaken to protect the 
free flow of information." 

Yeltsin said everyone in 
Russia should have the oppor- 
tunity to voice an opinion 
about the union treaty with 
Belarus. 

“Having heard the most var- 
ied opinions we will be able 
to correct the statutes of the 
Russian- Belarussian union so 
that it corresponds to the com- 
mon interests of our peoples 
as much as possible," he said. 

In a bid to ease concern 
about the treaty voiced in 
other former Soviet republics. 
Yeltsin insisted that it did not 
set Russia apart from its olher 
partners in the 12-nation 
Commonwealth of 

Independent States (CIS). 

“We will continue to devel- 
op and strengthen relations 
with CIS members." he said 

Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma said Monday the 


union was “absurd” and 
would entail the destruction 
of the CIS. which the three 
countries created in 
December 1991, days before 
the break-up of the Soviet 
Union. 

Yeltsin sacks aide 

Meanwhile, ITAR-TASS 
Saturday reported that Yeltsin 
sacked his top foreign policy 
aide over his handling of the 
union treaty Belarus last 
week. 

On Friday the Kremlin said 
Yeltsin had relieved Dmitry' 
Ryurikov of his duties after 
nearly six years coordinating 
foreign policy in the presiden- 
tial administration. 

“(Yeltsin) was extremely 
dissastisfied with the level of 
documents offered for signa- 
ture by the presidents of 
Russia and Belarus on April 
2,” TASS quoted a Kremlin 
source as saying. ■ 

“Dmitry Ryurikov was one 
of those in the president’s 
administration who was 
directly responsible for the 
preparation of the documents 
linked with Russian- 
Belarussian integration.” it 
said, quoting the source. 


S. Lanka 
says no 
foreign 
mediation 
to end war 

COLOMBO (R) — The Sri 
Lankan government said on 
Saturday that a British-assist- 
ed bipartisan agreement 
signed this week to work 
towards ending the country's 
ethnic war was not a prelude 
to foreign mediation in the 
matter. 

“The government was not 
contemplating mediation or 
facilitation by any foreign 
government or third party at 1 
this point of time," Foreign ! 
Minister Lakshman i 

Kadirgamar was quoted as ! 
saying in a release issued by , 
the ministry. 1 

Kadirgamar made the ! 
comments when he 
addressed local newspaper 
editors on Friday about an 
agreement signed the day 
before by Sri Lanka's ruling 
People’s Alliance and the 
main opposition United 
National Party (UNP) to 
work together to end the 13- 
vear-old war with separatist 
Tamil rebels. 

Sri Lankan President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga and 
opposition leader Ranil 
Wickremesinghe agreed on 
Thursday to take a “common 
approach" to end the coun- 
try's war with the Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE). 

Kadirgamar said Britain 
had played an important role 
in the settlement between the 
two patties. 

"While acknowledging the 
help given by the British in 
forging the people's alliance- 
UNP understanding, 
(Kadirgamar) said imple- 
mentation of this agreement 
is entirely a national matter." 
the foreign ministry state- 
ment said. 

The agreement was also 
widely seen as a move that 
would usher in fresh peace 
talks with the rebels. 

But the statement quoted 
Kadirgamar as saying there 
was no plan at this point of 
time for talks with the LTTE. 

‘The government has con- 
sistently expressed willing- 
ness to op en a dialogue with 
the LTTE, subject to condi- 
tions including a substantial 
laying down of arms and an 
agreement to arrive at a set- 
tlement within a stipulated 
time frame," the statement 
said. 


Clock starts counting out the century by the second 


Computer chaos looms as 2000 nears 


PARIS l AFP) — Your computer might be able 
to do all kinds of neat things these days. But 
can it cope with a simple thing like a year that 
goes by the number 2000? 

Many computer experts fear not. With 
1.000-odd days to go before a new mi Deni urn 
gets underway, they say computer pro- 
grammes must be rewritten — and fast — to 
handle the switch. 

It's a task that could involve billions of dol- 
lars and a lot of headaches, they said. 

“It's not just about rewriting programmes for 
slightly aging computers. In many cases, an 
entire corporate computer system will have to 
be worked over," said Serge Kampf, head of 
Cap Gemini, a European leader in computer 
senicing. 

Do save on memory and data processing, 
computers and programmes from the 1970s 
and 19S0s were designed to understand dates 
in double-digit terms. 

Thus they cannot distinguish whether “00" 
means 1900 or 2000 — and the knock-on 
results could well mean computers that crash 
and programme applications that gum up. 

Especially prone to ‘total chaos” are expen- 
sive computers used for airline reservations, 
banking networks and pension funds, said Rob 
Wirszicz, chairman of a crisis unit set up last 
year by the British government to look into the 


issue. 

Some other governments think the problem 
is not so serious, as in many instances aging 
computer programmes will be updated before 
Jon. 1, 2000 by ones which can think in four- 
digit years. 

Computer firms are stepping up sophisticat- 
ed methods to identify 2000-prone pro- 
grammes. but the very speed at which the 
industry changes is causing problems. 

The first management programmes, written 
in such languages as CoboL have in many 
cases been preserved by their users, albeit 
upgraded over the years. 

Experts say 80 billion lines of Cobol-wrinen 
programming still .exist Problem is, it is con- 
sidered a dinosaur language now. and pro- 
grammers who can handle it are few — and 
pricey. 

"It is not only management programmes that 
are going to crash,” said Frederique Huynh of 
the French Computing Security Club. 

'Telephone switchboards are going to stop 
transferring calls, ‘intelligent buildings' will 
stop letting people enter with their passes, 
water and electricity supplies will be- cut off,” 
she said. If nothing is done, U.S. experts esti- 
mate. the cost to the global economy of 2000- 
related computer breakdowns will ran in 
excess of $500 billion. 


GREENWICH. England 
( AP) — Three years to go, 
but from now on the mil- 
lennium countdown dock 
is counting out the 20th 
century by the second. 

To shooting fireworks 
and cheers from guests at u 
champagne party. 

London’s lord mayor. 
Roger Cork, unveiled the 
clock ar midnight Friday. 

It is set in the courtyard 
of the royal observatory, 
on a hill overlooking 
London. 

For more than 1 00 years 
Greenwich. 10 kilometres 
east of central London, has 
been the home of the 
Prime Meridian, the imag- 
inary line by which 
Greenwich Mean Time, 
the time around the world, 
is set. 

And Greenwich is mak- 
ing the most of its special 
position. 

‘it (millennium fever) is 
something that we've 
made to start and it's 
growing and growing 
fasL” said Mike Bullions, 
development director of 
the Greenwich Meridian 
2000. a body supervising 
overall celebrations. 

The countdown clock, 
reputed to be accurate to 
the millionth of a second. 


immediately began track- 
ing the seconds in bright 
red digital lights. 

Organisers of millenni- 
um events hope the time- 
factor will draw hundreds 
of thousands of visitors. 

"We want to make sure 
that at least once in every- 
one's life time, they come 
to Greenwich and stand on 
the Prime Meridian." said 
Kristen Lippincott. who is 
directing millennium pro- 
jects at the National 
Maritime Museum. 

The museum has chosen 
Greenwich. Connecticut as 
a partner city for the cele- 
brations. 

On Saturday, the Royal 
Observatory, styled ihe 
"Home of Time." was 
holding a public day of 
celebrations. 

The First 6.000 cases of 
French-made millennium 
wine, from a vineyard in 
Bordeaux, go on sale. 

The Greenwich 2000 
committee is selling mil- 
lennium sponsorships to 
corporations. 

In January, the govern- 
ment gave the final go- 
ahead for a 580 million- 
pound ($ 957 million) mil- 
lennium exhibition, to be 
builr on Greenwich penin- 
sula, a derelict site bound- 


ed on three sides by the 
River Thames. 

About one-third of the 
cost will be paid for by 
Britain's booming national 


lottery. 

The 30-acre ( 1 2 hectare) 
site, a former gas plant, is 
being cleaned up for the 
building of the millennium 


dome, the centerpiece of 
the exhibition. It will be 
the world's largest dome, 
twice the size of the 
Georgia Dome in Atlanta. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


11 billed in Algeria road accident 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Eleven people were burned to death and 
10 were seriously injured in a road smash M Am BeWa, m 
ZZm My ths' daily newspaper Al Moudjahid aid 
Saturday, fwo coaches crammed with Passengers collided 
SdbXt into flames in the accident which happened on 
Friday, the paper said 

Blackened thief paraded through Kabul 

KABUL (AFP) — Afghan Talehan soldiera 
a vouth accused of stealing money through Kabul s egon- 
ne smothering his face with soot and slapping hun in frmt of 
SaWhundred onlookers, AFP 
stealing three lakhs (around $13) will be punished HI* A* 
one of the young militiamen shouted as another two Taleban 
fighters straggled to beep the alleged culprit upright on a 
wooden trolley. Onlookers watched with indifference as the 
accused — no older than 12 years old — wrestledin vain to 
hide his face while being wheeled through a crowded market 
place and made to clutch a banknote with an outstretched arm. 
His weak attempts at avoiding humiliation only broughtmore 
slaps to the fore and hair pulling from the militiamen. The sol- 
diers continued the ritual by rubbing large quantities of soot 
onto his already blackened face. The Taleban s designated 
punishment for theft is the chopping off of a hand or foot but 
judging by the tight nature of the boy's alleged crime this is 
not likely to be imposed. 

Armenia h^nds over 4 Azeri soldiers 

YEREVAN ( AFP) — Armenia on Saturday handed over four 
Azerbaijani soldiers, in a unilateral move supervisedby the 
Red Cross. The soldiers, arrested nine months ago after they 
crossed the border by mistake, were flown from Yerevan to 
Baku on a Red Cross plane. Zoran Jovanovic. chief represen- 
tative of the International Committee of the Red Cross (1CRCJ 
in Armenia, told AFP: “I cannot speak of an exchange of pns- 
onere-of-war, since this is a unilateral initiative by Armenia.’ 
“According to our lists, there are no more PoWs in Armenia, 
but we are not sure that this is really the case." 

Singapore school bans brand watches 

SINGAPORE (R) — A Singapore school has banned brand 
name watches on campus to teach students not to be vain, the 
Chinese-langu age Lianhe Zaobao newspaper reported 
Saturday. The Cedar Girls Secondary School has asked its stu- 
dents not to wear some locally popular brands and watches 
worth over S$40 ($28) to schooL the report said. As a result, 
the newspaper said, students have started wearing counterfeit 
brand watches which cost less than S$40. 

Castro tells ‘new rich’ to pay taxes 

HAVANA <R) — Cuban President Fidel Castro told citizens 
Friday that the country’s "new rich" — self-employed people 
whose incomes are sometimes far more than wage earners — 
must be made to pay taxes. Castro said that failure to pay taxes 
was one example of "social indiscipline” that jeopardised 
Cuba’s struggle to preserve its Socialist system. He said allies 
of the United States in its bid to overthrow the Cuban revolu- 
tion were “social parasites" and “people with no social disci- 
pline.” Speaking at an event to mark the 35th anniversary of 
the founding of the country's Union of Young Communists 
(UJQ, the youth wing of the ruling Communist Party, Castro 
also criticised an illegal but common practice of people rent- 
ing rooms or houses to foreign tourists. 

Ex-generals charged in journalist’s murder 

SANTO DOMINGO (AFP) — The government Friday for- 
mally charged three retired generals with the 1975 murder of 
Dominican journalist Orlando Martinez. The three former 
generals are Salvador Lluberes Montas, Joaquin Pou Castro 
and Isidore) Martinez Gonzalez. A judge ordered them held 
without bail. Prosecutor Guillermo Moreno said two civilians 
admitted shooting Martinez and that Castro admitted driving 
the car from which the shots were fired. He also said the two 
civilians said the murder was carried out as "payback” for 
Martinez's constant criticism of former President Joaquin 
Balaguen 

Farrakhan sponsors tour by rival rap groups 

CHICAGO (AFP) — Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan 
has won a peace pledge from rival rappers from the East and 
West Coasts who have also agreed to launch a joint peace tour 
and produce an album, a spokesman for the black separatist 
group here said Friday. Richard Muhammad told AFP that the 
accord was hammered out at a one-day hip hop summit at 
Farrakhan ’s Salaam Restaurant here between the feuding rap- 
pers. ‘They have agreed to end the feud they have been 
involved in and to embark on a nationwide peace tour,” he 
said. Some 50 rappers attending the gathering, including West 
Coast star rapper Snoop Doggy Dogg and for the East Coast 
Doug Fresh, Willie D. of the Ghetto Boys. The participants 
said they would produce an album dedicated to Tupac Shakur 
and Notorious B.LG., two prominent rap stars who were 
gunned down in still unsolved shootings. 

Teacher sacked for taping pupils’ mouths 

ROME (R) An Italian nursery school teacher got the sack 
after putting adhesive tape over the mouths of two of her four- 
year-old pupils. Mirco Bolis, governor of the school in 
Gnsignano Di Zocco. northern Italy, said he found out after 
another child “told his mother to do what teacher does to shut 
up his little brother.” The teacher, Emanuela Milan, denied 
using unorthodox discipline. T did it...for just a minute to 
show thechildren what silence is,” she told La Stampa news- 
paper. ‘They understood it was just a game." Milan. 33. has 
taken her case to a labour tribunal. 

Bull escapes in Mexico City, injures five 

MEXICO OTY (R) — An escaped bull went on a rampage 
in Ihe southern part of Mexico City Friday, injuring five vm- 
ple, television news reports said. The bull fell out of a track, 
and ran through the streets of an area known as Tlalpan before 
sh 2‘ dead b y said television programme. 

S® outside We were all tunning, tm^bkfeto 
*oca! resident fierna Martinez told the television 

Tanker explodes, causes oil spill 

ZAMBOANGA, PHUppines (AFP) - A tanker loaded with 
5S "P. loded end sank off this southern Philippine 

““person, seriously injuring six otta 
TWs loosen* of gallons of oil into the sea. officials 
T 1 *™ 1 Paron exploded eariy Saturday 

daT^nrin^T 5 ^!- ^d bureau of fire protection offi- 

^ who suffered 

the Qnker ' s explosion was 

t 5 e “h" at y- The Philippine Navy, the 
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SHUTTLE LAUNCHED: The space shuttle Columbia lifts off from launching pad 39A at the Kennedy Space 
Centre Friday as an egret sits in a dead tree. The crew of seven astronuauts is expected to spend 16 days in space 
on a research mission (Reuters photo) 


India’s rulers, Congress in talks to end crisis 


NEW DELHI (R) — India's 
ruling coalition and the rebel- 
lious Congress Pam - have 
begun high-level negotiations 
to break the political impasse 
threatening Prime Minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda's govern- 
ment. politicians said on 
Saturday. 

t jyoti Basu. chief minister of 
'est Bengal State and leader 
of the Communist Party of 
India-Marxist (CP1-M). met 
Congress Party chief Sharam 
Kesri late on Friday to explore 
ways to resolve the week-long 
crisis. 

It was Kesri's- first meeting; 
with a senior leader of Deve . 
Gowda’s • " United Front: 
Coalition since the Congress 
chief made ' die shock' 
announcement on March 30 
that his party was ending its 
support for the 15-party cen- 
tre-left ruling alliance. 

"Negotiations are on now," 
Congress spokesman Vithal 
Gadgil told Reuters. "It’s a 
positive sign. Both sides are 
making some effort.’' 

CP1-M General Secretary 
Harkishan Singh Suijeet was 
quoted as saying Friday's 
meeting was "fruitful.'' 

Deve Gowda faces a vote of 
confidence in the lower house 
of parliament on April 1 1 . giv- 
ing the two rival camps less 
than a week to strike a possi- 
ble deal averting snap elec- 
tions that neither side wants. 

|i The political crisis is hold- 
ing hostage the investor- 
friendly budget for the 
1997/98 (April-March) fiscal 
year that parliament has yet to 
approve. 

In the past week, stock 


India, Pakistan to 
hold talks on April 9 

NEW DELHI (R) — Pakistani Foreign Minister Gohar 
Avub Khan said on Saturday he would hold talks with 
his Indian counterpan on April 9 and hoped they could 
eventually resolve outstanding bilateral issues including 
Kashmir.* 

“We would like to resolve our disputes, and the core 
issue is naturally Kashmir," Khan told reporters after 
arriving in the Indian capital to attend a meeting of the 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). 

Khan said he and Indian counterpart Inder Kumar 
Gujral would meet over breakfast next Wednesday to 
carry' forward discussions held last month between the 
two countries’ foreign secretaries. 

“This will be our contact and it’s to further progress on 
what our foreign secretaries of both sides discussed here 
in New Delhi for four days,” Khan said. 

Khan said he believed that there would be progress in 
Indo-Pakistani relations, and that the foreign secretaries 
would meet again in Islamabad to be followed by a 
meeting of the two nations’ prime ministers during a 
regional summit in May. 

“We hope to continue the process of normalisation and 
to try and solve rite problems we have and the disputes 
that we have." the visiting foreign minister said. 


prices have fluctuated wildly 
as hopes that the budget 
would survive the political 
turmoil have ebbed and 
flowed. 

Opinion polls show that the 
main opposition Bharatiya 
Janata Party f.BJP), the largest 
single group in the 542 -mem- 
ber parliament with 162 
deputies, would gain the most 
if mid-terra elections were 
held now. 

BJP spokeswoman Sushroa 
Swaraj said: “There are efforts 
to forge another coalition. But 
that will not last long. You can 


only defer the polls." 

Deve Gowda's United From 
Alliance linking regional, cen- 
trist and leftist parties controls 
180 votes in die lower house, 
while Congress is the second 
biggest group with 140. 

Gadgil said Congress con- 
tinued to demand that it lead a 
new government coalition. 
The party of Mahatma Gandhi 
and Jawaharlal Nehru had 
supported Deve Gowda since 
he assumed power last June, 
but not joined the council of 
ministers. 

"We are of the view that in 


all coalitions, the largest sin- 
gle party leads the coalition. 
We are the largest," the 
Congress spokesman said. 

But newspapers said left- 
wing parties in the United 
Front were pushing a compro- 
mise that would create a coor- 
dination committee linking 
the ruling coalition and 
Congress. 

Congress has complained 
that Deve Gowda has ignored 
its view's, which could be 
aired through such a panel. 

In exchange, the United 
Front would consider 
Congress’s demand that Deve 
Gowda be replaced by anoth- 
er coalition leader. However, 
the prime minister, who has 
refused to step down, would 
stay in power for the time 
being, newspapers said 

Deve Gowda has asked the 
law ministry to determine 
whether the government can 
force the president to dissolve 
the lower house, a senior gov- 
ernment official said There is 
constitutional ambiguity over 
whether President Shankar 
Dayal Shamia would be 
bound by the prime minister’s 
recommendation or could ask 
another political leader to try 
to cobble together a majority 
in hung parliament. 

Politicians said Deve 
Gowda’s leverage over 
Congress, which would stand 
to lose the most in snap polls, 
would be increased if it was 
clear the prime minister could 
force the president to dissolve 
parliament, triggering mid- 
term elections. 


Zairean talks open, ceasefire 
expected — senior diplomats 


PRETORIA. (AFP) — Peace 
talks between Zaire's waning 
parties officially opened here 
Saturday, with senior diplo- 
mats suggesting the two sides 
were poised to agree on a 
ceasefire. 

The talks are being co- 
chaired by U.N. envoy 
Mohamed Sahnoun, who also 
represents the Organisation 
for African Unity’’ (OAU). 
along with South African 
Deputy Foreign Minister .Aziz 
Pahad. 

In a ceremony at South 
Africa’s Stately Union build- 
ings. Sahnoun termed the 
talks "historic" and said the 
participants were “duly man- 
dated" to negotiate a lasting 
solution to the six-month civil 
war in the vast Central African 
country. 

The envoys would discuss 
"putting into effect the peace 
plan adopted by the OAU and 
U.N. Security Council." 
Sahnoun said. 

The U.N. plan, adopted in 
February, calls primarily for 
an^ immediate “cessation of 
hostilities” in addition to four 
other peace measures. 

During the ceremony, at a 
crowded round table in a 
small room of the Union 
buildings where President 
Nelson Mandela has offices, 
envoys of embattled Zairean 
President Mobutu Sese Seko 
and rebel leader Laurcnt- 
Desire Kabila shook hands 
and made calls for peace. 


South African Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki, who 
has played a key role in organ- 
ising the talks, expressed con- 
fidence in a peaceful resolu- 
tion ro the Zaire conflict, 
which began last October. 

The civil war has not only 
tom the country apart, bur also 
triggered a humanitarian cri- 
sis, displacing hundreds of 
thousands uf people in 
Africa’s volatile Great Lakes 
region. 

Zairean rebel envoy 
Bizimana Karaha promised 
"we will not disappoint our 
people." adding that his dele- 
gation was hoping for a 
“peaceful and lasting solu- 
tion” to the civil war. 

"I'm very happy that my 
brothers i from the govern- 
ment delegation) arc here and 
that we will be able to work 
for our country ” Karaha said 
during a statement in French 
and English. 

His counterpan. Zairean 
government Foreign Minister 
Kamanda \Vu Kamanda. 
meanwhile, said his delega- 
tion came to the table “with an 
open mind, in search of 
peace." 

The Zairean minister, w ho 
spoke in French, asked that 
the “international borders" of 
Zaire be respected, adding 
that the government would 
not allow “international inter- 
ests to retard progress on the 
(African) continent" 

Prior to the talks, several 


EU’s Brittan tells Brazil: 

Don’t call it cognac 


BRASILIA (R) — Having 
already sparred with Chile 
over whisky, European Union 
trade commissioner Sir Leon 
Brittan Friday continued * a 
Latin American tour by taking 
on Brazil over cognac. 

Brittan told reporters in the 
capital Brasilia that Brussels 
strongly objected to spirits on 
sale in Brazilian supermarkets 
that called themselves 
"cognac." 

“In Europe, cognac is a spir- 
it produced in a part of France 
and you can't call something 
cognac that doesn't come 
from there," Brittan said. 
“Cognac is cognac. Products 
which are not cognac you can 
call whatever you like, but not 
cognac.” 

The EU’s top trade negotia- 
tor was in Brazil to hold" talks 
with government officials on a 
diverse range of trade issues, 
including controversial 
Brazilian car import rules and 
EU tariffs on Brazilian coffee 
exports. 

On Thursday, he met with 
President Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso and Friday with 
Foreign Minister Luiz Felipe 
Lampreia. 

Brittan said he had not 
“threatened” Brazil over the 


cognac dispute but had made 
it clear the European Union 
expected Brasilia to do some- 
thing about iL 

In Chile this week, the 
European Commission vice 
president was more forthright- 
warning Santiago the EU 
might turn to the World Trade 
Organisation if a spat over 
whisky taxes was not 
resolved. 

Chile imposed a 70 per cent 
tax on whisky in 1979. much 
ro the chagrin of w hisky pro- 
ducers but to the delight of 
distillers of Pisco, a popular 
Chilean brandy. 

Brittan was more aggressive 
when it came to disagree- 
ments between Brussels and 
Brasilia over a car industry 
regime that allows car makers 
with Brazilian factories to 
import at half the usual tariff. 

The measure has resulted in 
about S20 billion in pledged 
investment by major interna- 
tional automobile manufactur- 
ers but has angered some trad- 
ing partners, mainly the 
Untied States. Japan and the 
European Union. After Brazil 
introduced a low-tariff quota 
system for EU. South Korean 
and Japanese car makers, the 
anger died down. 


N. Korea seen ready U.S. to do nuke tests without explosions in June 
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SEOUL (R) — One year 
after U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and his South Korean 
counterpart' Kim Young-Sam 
proposed peace talks with 
North Korea, Pyongyang has 
finally agreed to give a 
response. South Korean state 
.radio reported on Saturday. 

T The Korea Broadcasting 
System said North Korea had 
suggested a meeting this 
month to give its final 
answer. 

It said South Korean 
authorities had given a 
‘’favourable response” to the 
suggestion. 

The offer was made in a 
meeting of officials from the 
two Koreas and the United 
States in New York on Friday. 

There was no indication 
whether Pyongyang would 
give a positive response, 
reject the offer or set further 
conditions for participation. 

Mr. Kim and Mr. Clinton 
unveiled their proposal for 
peace talks, also including 
China. last April 16. The talks 
are aimed at establishing a 
permanent peace to replace 
the armistice that ended the 
* 1950-53 Korean wan Seoul 
officials were not immediate- 
ly available for comment. 

North Korea is keeping the 


world guessing on whether it 
is finally prepared to discuss 
burying cold war enmities at 
a time when it is precariously 
balanced on the edge of 
famine. 

It desperately needs inter- 
national aid to stave off a 
human catastrophe and has 
been seeking to use its partic- 
ipation in the four-way talks 
as leverage to extract food 
assistance. 

In its first formal reaction to 
the peace initiative, 

Pyongyang last month 
demanded substantial food 
aid as a condition for taking 
part in any talks. 

Seoul and Washington 

rejected preconditions but 
said food aid could be dis- 
cussed as pan of the four-way 
talks. 

South Korea pledged 56 
million and the United States 
S10 million to a S41 million 

World Food Programme 

fWFPj appeal in aid for 
impoverished North Korea. 

The WFP on Friday more 
than doubled the appeal to 
$95 million to feed babies 
and toddlers aged under six in 
the Stalinist state. Seoul and 
Washington have not 
announced whether they will 
boost their contribution. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States will hold its first 
non-explosive nuclear test in 
June, with a second one 
expected in the fall, the energy 
department said Friday. 

The new round of under- 
ground tests are designed to 
ensure the reliability of the 
U.S. nuclear stockpile without 
breaking an international ban 
on nuclear bomb tests. 

“Subcritical experiments are 
essential to our commitments 
to a world free of nuclear test- 
ing and a reliable nuclear 
deterrent and are fullv consis- 


tent with the CTBT 
(Comprehensive Test Ban 
■neat}').” Energy Secretary 
Federico Pena said. 

The subcritical tests involve 
nuclear materials such as plu- 
tonium but do not trigger a 
self-sustaining nuclear chain 
reaction that would cause an 
explosion. 

The expected announcement 
inspired a suing of protests 
this week by anti-nuclear 
activists, who blocked routes 
to the Nevada test site and bar- 
ricaded gates to the site. 

Anti-nuclear groups believe 


the experiments violate the 
spirit of the test ban treaty and 
send a bad signal to other 
countries that are tempted to 
build nuclear weapons. 

"The U.S. has the opportuni- 
ty to drive the nuclear disar- 
mament process forward, but 
it could also inadvertently 
drive the world right back into 
a nuclear arms race," said 
Bruce Hall, a disarmament 
campaigner for Greenpeace. 

An arms control expert said 
that while the tests were 
allowed under the internation- 
al test ban, they should be con- 


ducted above ground instead 
of underground so that out- 
siders could check whether the 
tests were legitimate. 

"There’s no verification 
mechanism to say you're actu- 
ally doing what you say you're 
doing," said Kevin O'Neill, 
deputy director of the Institute 
for Science and International 
Security. ’To everybody else it 
may look like a nuclear test” 

Aboveground tests would be 
more costly because the gov- 
ernment would have to build 
new facilities for containing 
plutonium, he said. 


senior diplomats priv arely told 
.AFP that a ceasefire "should 
be" an inev itabie outcome of 
the talks, which were to con* 
tinue following the opening 
ceremony at a secret location. 

“We will make sure that 
there will be no stone 
unturned, and prepare the 
ground for a durable peace 
and reasonable transition." 
Sahnoun said during the cere- 
mony. 

"The ardent wish of the 
U.N. and OAU is that todax 
the protagonists of the Zairean 
crisis understand the historical 
importance of thi'- meeting." 
Sahnoun added. 

In a single note of caution, 
however, he added dial 
obsen ers "should ha\ e no 
illusion that such meetings 
are able to produce spectacu- 
lar results." 

Both the Zairean rebel and 
gov emmem env o> s praised 
South Africa lor hosting the 
talks, and for setting ail exam- 
ple of how to achiev e national 
reconciliation after >c.ir> of 
apartheid rule. 

"We i Zaireans i can make it 
and we are capable of making 
it." Karaha said. "South Africa 
is a good example for L'.S." 

He aJJed that w hilc onlv the 
Zairean parties “can find a 
solution, any help i> welcome. 
Ev en pressure can help." 

Mbeki reminded the partici- 
pants of what South Africa 
had to go through to achieve 


Fire guts 
churches 


"We are confident that your 
(Zairean i delegations will rise 
to this historical challenge,” 
Mbeki s-jid. adding that the 
U.N.-O.AL 1 peace plan was a 
firm blueprint lor Zaire. 

"We consider ourselves as 
facilitators, a solution cannot 
be imposed from outside." 
Mbeki said. 

South African officials 
promised !o keep llie media 
"informed" of developments 
in the negotiations, which 
were expected to continue for 
sexeral cLiVv 

A complete list of the 
Zairean delegates, some of 
whom will urri\ c taler in tile 
talks, is exjvclod to he issued 
later. South African officials 
said. 

Representatives of Zaire's 
new prime minister. Etienne 
Tshisekcdi were due to attend 
i he meetings, but had not vet 
arrived, senior officials said. 

Kabila's rebel forces mean- 
while continued their surge 
through eastern and stmt hem 
Zaire and were closing in on 
the second largest citv. 
Lubumbaslu. ;md the fourth 
largest. Mbuji-Mavi. The sec- 
ond largest. Kis.mg.ini was 
captured I.lsi month 

Witness reports Friday sug- 
gested that Kabila's troops 
had already taken Mbu]i- 
Mayo, key to ;m important 
diamond mining district, but 
this was denied Saturday by 
Kabila at the rebel Itcadquai- 
lers in Goiiij. 

Catholic 
in tense 


Northern Ireland 


BELFAST tR) — Fire 
destroyed one Roman 
Catholic church and badly 
damaged another Saturday in 
suspected arson attacks during 
Northern Ireland's tense 
“marching season" by pro- 
British protestams. 

The St. MacNissis Church 
a t Randalstown. north of 
Belfast, was completely 
destroyed by a blaze which 
started in the early hours. St. 
Cornwall's Church in the near- 
by town of .Antrim was less 
severely damaged by a lire 
which started an hour later. 

Firemen said it was too 
early to say how the fires start- 
ed but arson was suspected. 
Churches have become fre- 
quent arson targets in the 28- 
year Northern Ireland conflict 
between pro-British protes- 
lams and pro- Irish Catholics. 

The blazes took place hours 
after Northern Ireland's most 
outspoken supporter of a 
British. Protestant. Nonhem 
Ireland. Ian Paisley, urged his 
supporters not ro negotiate 
away the rights of protestams 
to parade through Catholic 
areas. "We will walk the roads 
of ulster i Northern Ireland). 
We will march to our plates of 
worship. We will not surren- 
der an inch to Dublin or to 
popery." he told a rally of 
about 1 .500 Protestants in the 
southern town of Portadow n. 

Paisley served notice to 
whoever wins Britain's May 1 
general elections that hardline 
Protestants were in no mood 
to negotiate with minority 
Catholics on parades which 
last year lir the fuse of the 
wont civil unrest in the 
province for decades. 

Paisley rejected appeals by 
church leaders, police and 
government officials that 
Protestant orders negotiate 


alternative routes to avoid 
offending Catholics during 1 
this year's marching season. ' 
which began peacefully last ; 
Monday. 

By addrressing the rally 
Paisley. he; id of the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP) became the most 
senior person of the Northern 
Ireland Protestant political 
establishment to throw his 
weight behind moves to 
refuse to negotiate disputed 
marches. Paisley ridiculed 
Roman Catholicism and Sinn 
Fein. poIitie:d wing of IRA 
guerrillas whose hand he saw 
in residents' groups in 
Portadow n and elsewhere try- 
ing to deny Protestants a right 
to march which they trace 
back for centuries. 

"Things are gening pretty 
strange if people who have 
walked for ISl) years are told: 
You cannot march until you 
get agreement with a bunch of 
IRA murderers." he said. 

Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams said Paisley's speech 
was a “calculated act of intim- 
idation" and a "slap in the 
teeth" for Catholic Irish 
Nationalists in Portadown by 
Protestant Unionists, who 
want Northern Ireland to stay 
British. "It is evidence of a 
determination by some sec- 
tions of unionism to ignore the 
rights and consent of national- 
ists who have expressed their 
opposition to triumphalist 
marches going through tiieir 
areas." he said in a statement. 

Paisley was speaking less 
than two kilometres from 
Drumcree Church where 
thousands of Protestants con- 
fronted a massive police cor- 
don last July to protest against 
a ban on their parade through 
the Catholic Gan aghy Road 


KohVs plan to run again puts pressure on opposition 


BONN (R) — Germany's Social 
Democrats (SPD) came undergrowing 
pressure Saturday' to name tbeir own 
candidate for chancellor after Helmut 
Kohl caught the opposition parly off- 
guard by announcing plans to run fora 
fifth terra. With opinion polk showing 
an expanding majority of voters want 
lower Saxony state Premier Gerhard 
Schroeder to lead the SPD against Mr. 
Kohl in next year’s elections, union 
leaders and some SPD officials called 
on the party to act quickly. 

SPD party leaders want to wait until 
April 1998 to nominate their chal- 
lenger to the Conservative KohL who 
has defeated the left-leaning SPD in 
four successive polls since 1 981 

Although Mr. Kohl and his Christian 
Democrats (CDUj have slumped in 


surveys because of a stagnating econo- 
my and record 122 per cent unem- 
ployment, the chancellor appeared to 
play a masterful stroke this week by 
announcing he will seek a fifth term. 

The move knocked the SPD off bal- 
ance and revived a contentious issue in 
the party that had recently seemed 
unusually united against Kohl and his 
centre-right coalition. 

“It will not be any easier for a SPD 
candidate if he is asked to win a race 
against Kohl at the last minute," said 
Roland Issen, bead of the Dag White- 
Collar Union. "The SPD must put up 

an alternative to Kohl now. not some 
time in the future." 

The next general elections are due in 
late 1998. 

SPD Chairman Oskar Lafontaine, 


whom Mr. Kohl crushed in the 1990 
election, has not yet commented on 
Me Kohl's move. Press reports say Mr. 
Lafontaine would like to run against 
Mr. Kohl again, but opinion polls reg- 
ularly show him trailing the chancellor. 
Ml Lafontaine enjoys more support in 
die party but puts off centrist voters, the 
group which Mr. Schroeder — though 
less popular in the SPD — appeals to 
most. 

An Emnid survey to be published in 
Der Spiegel weekly Monday shows 
that 62 percent of those surveyed want 
to see Mr. Schroeder run against Mr. 
Kohl compared to 27 per cent who 
favour Mr. Lafontaine. Most surveys 
show Mr. Kohl trailing Mr. Schroeder 
in head-to-head contests but beating 
Mr. Lafontaine. 


Gerd Andres, an SPD member of 
parliament and spokesman for the 
party’s "Seeheim Circle” which is 
close to labour unions, urged the SPD 
leaders to change their stance and nom- 
inate the party's candidate by 
December at the latest. 

"The SPD will not be able to with- 
stand another full year a debate over 
who will be its chancellor candidate. ' 
Andres said. 'The man with the best 
chances has to be nominated and that U 
clearly Gerhard Schroeder. ' 

Katin Junker, head of the SPD's 
women working group, said that the 
party 1 needed to put its "battle strategy" 
in place now. "The chancellor candi- 
date issue has to be discussed at the 
next SPD board meeting." she told the 
bild on Sonntag newspaper. "A quick 


nomination would have the advantage 
that the SPD can then line up a clear 
battle strategy" 

Mr. Schroeder. while admitting lie was 
delighted with opinion poll results 
showing him ahead of Mr. Kohl, said 
he wanted to stay with the enriier- 
agnrcd schedule and wait until next 
April. 

He denied, however, in an interview 
Saturday with WDR Radio that the 
election due in March 1998 in his state 
of Lower Saxony was the reason 
behind that .strategy of waiting. 

“No. ih:it is not the main reason." Mr. 
Schroeder said, "But naturally it is sen- 
sible if a person is success-oriented to 
first wait to see if he or she achieve the 
standards required." 
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Fighting on all fronts 


THE FOUNDING in Amman on Saturday of “The 
Jerusalem Fund for Joint Investment Company 
(JFJICT by Palestinian and Jordanian business- 
men was a much needed step to counter Israel's 
policy of Judaising Arab East Jerusalem by consol- 
idating the Jewish presence in the occupied Holv 
City. 

The move, taken by some of the most noted 
names in Jordanian, Palestinian and regional 
financial circles, is of course only the first step in a 
very long way, given the billions of dollars that 
Zionist and pro-Zionist businessmen have been 
investing in expanding and building Jewish settle- 
ments that dot the Palestinian territories as a stark 
reminder of occupation. 

However, the very fact that the initiative was 
indeed taken and all indications that it would be 
followed up w ith vigour are a reflection of the Arab 
and Muslim concern over Israels stepped-up 
moves to tighten its grip on Arab East Jerusalem 
and obliterate the Holy City's Muslim and Arab 
character ahead of swallowing it altogether. 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan.. the 
Regent, emphasised in his message to the founding 
meeting of the fund, supporting the Arab presence 
in East Jerusalem and building infrastructure 
there to meet the housing needs of Palestinians is a 
very effective means to highlight the Arab and 
Muslim solidarity with the Palestinians in their 
ongoing battle for the Holy City. 

“Jerusalem needs our compassion,"’ said the 
Crown Prince in his message. “But it is our soli- 
darity, knowledge and accurate assessments of the 
needs of Jerusalem that can help us articulate 
effective measures to protect the city and its Arab 
Muslim identity. 7 * 

The fund has drawn up a multi-pronged 
approach that includes not only building housing 
for Palestinians but also investing in projects in 
other sectors that would - create jobs for 
Palestinians and cement their relations with their 
land and territory. 

Saturday's meeting raised about $35 million of 
the $100 million capital of the fund, and we have no 
doubt that any public invitation to raise the rest of 
the equity would be met with a resounding 
response. While the commercial viability of the 
fund has been established beyond doubt, the initia- 
tive is also a very strong political message to Israel. 
By the same token, we should also be prepared to 
fight the major hurdles that Israel is sure to pose to 
prevent the fund from translating its plans to pro- 
jects on the ground. 

As such, the fund needs strong political support 
from all of us as well as the Arab and Muslim 
nations at large. We can discern from the firm posi- 
tions adopted by the Arab Gulf states against 
Israel's dedicated move to usurp Arab East 
Jerusalem and along with it the Arab and Muslim 
rights in the Holy City that such strong support 
would be forthcoming. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i Saturday discussed Europe's role 
in the Middle East, noting that European countries, which 
played a major role during the colonial era in this region, 
now look impotent vis-a-vis the region despite the strong 
links with its countries and its major interests in this part 
of the world. Mahmoud Rimawi said Europe, which con- 
tributed to the creation on the Jewish state in Palestine, is 
failing to support justice and assist the Palestinians to 
regain their legitimate rights. It is true that timid European 
voices arc raised now and then and that the European 
Union has appointed a special envoy for the Middle East, 
but the Europeans seem to be unable to slop the Israeli 
repression of Palestinians because America is standing in 
the wa\. noted the writer. He said it seems that Europe is 
failing here as it has failed in settling the Bosnian problem, 
having left the field to the Americans. What is more 
appalling now is to see Washington totally excluding 
Moscow from any role and leaning more and more 
towards supporting the injustice and the repression exer- 
cised againsi the Palestinians. The writer expressed regret 
to see Europe, which has a great deal of interest in the 
Arab region, content with watching the events and satis- 
fied only with offering financial assistance, without 
involving itself in a meaningful effort that would bring 
justice to our region. 


A WRITER for Al Dustour described the bloated public 
administration as a charitable society, or a safe haven, for 
the unemployed and those unwilling to get involved in the 
private sector. Fukliri Kaw ar criticised ministers who. he 
said, continue to appoint relatives and friends in govern- 
ment offices despite knowing that they are aggravating the 
situation. They resort to such practices, he said, to ease the 
pressure exercised on diem by their tribes or clans that 
keep demanding them to help their sons find jobs. The 
writer quoted an unnamed minister who once told him that 
his ministry is overloaded with at least 3.000 extra 
employees who do no work at all but that he can by no 
means lay them oft" because each and every one of them 
belongs to a tribe or a clan that could raise much trouble 
for him if he resorted to such a measure. He .added that 
laying off this great number of people from one ministry 
could destabilise the country’s security. Noting that the 
previous governments had tried their hand at reforming 
the public administration system, the writer expressed 
hope that the newly appointed Reforms Committee will 
not be influenced by any source in trimming down the 
bloated administration and ending corruption and abuse of 
authority in all government offices. 
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Merging has benefits, yet ‘Jordanian banks 
are not expected to merge voluntarily’ 

DURING THE oast four decades. Jordan succeeded to a Central Bank who unnecessarily issued too many licences — Receiving a iciallv when th 
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DURING THE past four decades. Jordan succeeded to a 
large extent to develop and modernise its social and eco- 
nomic sectors. The development of the banking sector, in 
particular, witnessed the fastest growth. Banking became 
the most prominent and influential sector leading the 
economy, especially since 1964 when a Central Bank was 
established and started carrying out all the functions and 
responsibilities usually undertaken by the central banks in 
advanced countries. 

The present banking system in Jordan is diverse. It cov- 
ers a wide range of functions. Topping the system is a 
vibrant and effective Central Bank which is not only lead- 
ing the banking system, but also taking part in formulating 
the overall economic policy of the country. 

The number of licensed banks operating in Jordan by the 
end of 1995 was 21, of which nine were national commer- 
cial banks, including the Housing Bank, five were branch- 
es of foreign banks, in addition to an Islamic Bank, and six 
were investment banks. The number of operating branch- 
es in the Kingdom stands now at 430. an average of one 
branch for each ten thousand people. A bank specialising 
in financing exports was also licensed and commenced 
operations during 1996. 

Jordanian national banks have 97 branches operating 
abroad, of which 39 are in the Palestinian self-rule teirito- 


There are seven specialised credit institutions, of which 
three are solely owned by the public sector and deal with 
financing of agriculture, housing and municipalities. They' 
are the Agricultural Credit Corporation (ACC). the 
Housing and Urban Development Corporation (HUDC). 
and the Cities and Villages Bank (CVB1. Other three rep-, 
resent mixed ownership and deal with financing housing, 
cooperative societies, industry and tourism. They are the 
Housing Bank (HB), Jordan's Cooperative Organisation 
(JCO). and the Industrial Development Bank iIDB). The 
new Export Financing Bank (EFB) is solely owned by the 
private sector. 

The banking system is only one component of a rela- 
tively developed financial sector which includes over 25 
insurance companies, an active stock exchange, a Social 
Security Corporation, a loan and export guarantee corpo- 
ration, and, very soon, a deposit guarantee corporation and 
a real estate mortgage refinancing corporation. 

Merger of banks was always an idea in the minds of pol- 
icy makers. The irony is that the Central Bank of Jordan 
thinks that Jordan is overbanked, although it was the 


Central Bank who unnecessarily issued too many licences 
to start new banks, mostly owned by non-Jordanians, 
especially during the second half of the seventies, includ- 
ing: ±e Bank of Credit and Commerce International 
(1975). the Jordan Kuwait Bank (1977), the Jordan Gulf 
Bank (197S), the Petra Bank (1978), the Arab Jordan 
Investment Bank (1978), the Jordan Islamic Bank (1979), 
the Syrian-Jordanian Bank ( 19S0). 

Besides, there are II non-banking financial and savings 
companies. 10 of which were licensed between 1979 and 
1984. They are: the Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 
(1979). the Jordan Securities Corporation (1980), The 
National Financial Investment Company (1981), the 
Jordan Finance House (1981), the Islamic Investment 
House ( 1981). the Finance and Credit Corporation (1982), 
the Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation 1 1982), 
DARCO 1 1982), the National Development and Finance 
Company, the Beit Al Mai Saving and Investment for 
Housing Company (Beituna) (1984). 

Many of the above entities disappeared later on. due to 
merger, acquisition and liquidation. 

The Central Bank, which unofficially closed the door for 
new banks starting with the early eighties, opened the win- 
dow for new banks by authorising financial companies, 
which sooner or later were converted to investment banks 
and sometimes to commercial banks, to run. This, in turn, 
raised the question of overbanking and the desirability of 
mergers. 

Advantages of mergers are abundant in the specialised 
literature, especially on the large scale of optimum-size 
economies, expansion, limiting fierce competition, gain- 
ing respectability in the international banking market and 
avoiding failure and liquidation. 

The Central Bank of Jordan, which at times went out of 
its way to license or upgrade finance companies to invest- 
ment banks or even full-fledged commercial banks also 
went out of its way at other times to give incentives to 
encourage banks to merge. Among these incentives were: 

— Granting full income tax exemption for two years (No 
more available). 

— Granting an investment bank licence to financial 
companies which agree to merge. 

— Granting a commercial bank licence to investment 
banks which agree to merge. 

— Allowing merging banks to operate as investment 
b anks and commercial banks simultaneously, i.e., to 
become comprehensive banks. 


Middle Eastern integration should be gradual 


By Dr. Maher A. Waked 


THE TERM “Middle East" 
was invented and adopted 
since the early years of this 
century and was used 1 ' by 
the militants and strategic 
planners of the Western 
countries. From that time 
on. the term entered the 
international political and 
economy dictionary: later, 
the idea of an economic 
and secure Middle Eastern 
region was bom and sur- 
vived until the end of the 
cold war. With the begin- 
ning of the implementation 
of peace agreements 

between Israel and some 
Arab countries, the notion 
came to the fore and new 
ideas emerged, like Middle 
Eastern regional coopera- 
tion grouping some coun- 
tries of the region, includ- 
ing Turkey and Israel. 

However. strategic 
thinkers differ over the 
issue and definition of the 
Middle East region. Some 
define it like the area 
between Pakistan and the 
end of Egypt's Western 
Sahara. and between 
Turkey and Ethiopia, pass- 
ing by the Arabic 
Peninsula: others assign to 
it stretches of land from 
Egypt to Iraq and from 
Syria to Yemen, thus mak- 


ing it an area inhabited by 
more than 130 million peo- 
ple. 

Withing this context, 
there appeared two schools 
of thought: one calls for an 
integrated Middle East that 
could assure economic 
prosperity and security for 
the entire region: the other 
rejects integration as a 
Zionist, imperialist plot 
meant to control the acqui- 
sition of Arab fortunes. For 
the latter, allowing Israel to 
become part of the Arab 
World means granting 
Israel hegemony over the 
area, especially economic, 
with its products flooding 
the regional market. 

Integration within the 
context of a just and lasting 
peace in the area is possi- 
ble. It can happen if good- 
will prevails. 

If we take Turkey as an 
example, the country needs 
to import energy' and ore. 
but it also needs to export 
its products and services to 
the markets of the region, 
in spite of its ties with the 
newly created independent 
Asian countries, which, in 
some cases, may happen by 
virtue of a common lan- 
guage and heritage. Turkey 
can also, if feasible, supply 
piped water, needed by the 
area. Common welfare 


requires creating and sus- 
taining communications 
links and power grid link- 
age within it. 

As far as Israel is con- 
cerned. it looks at integra- 
tion from two perspectives. 
The first, allegedly, is relat- 
ed to security. Israel main- 
tains it is important to con- 
tain fundamentalism and 
hostile movements and that 
a powerful, deterrent force 
should always be main- 
tained. The second, which 
could be considered as 
more important, is related 
to economy: Israel hopes to 
obtain cheap labour while 
maintaining the benefits of 
its technological achieve- 
ments to open the markets 
of the region for its prod- 
ucts and use the region's 
countries as a gateway to 
other Arab and markets or 
beyond. 

This would enable it to 
attract tangible investments 
to support its heavy indus- 
try. It is worth mentioning 
here that the Arab industri- 
al and agricultural com- 
modities could compete 
with their Israeli counter- 
parts if. and only if. their 
quality improved to reach 
international standards. 

The influx of capital to 
the private sector, in this 
case, should increase and 


modem technology trans- 
fer is a must 

European countries 
should have a great role to 
play in promoting econom- 
ic development and help- 
ing raise the standard of 
living in the region. 

A matter of concern here 
is the ecoaomic gap which 
is still very wide between 
the economies in the area, 
especially between the 
Arab countries and Israel. 
The Israeli gross national 
product (GNP) is about 
$70 billion, which equals 
the total of the GNP of 
Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Palestine and Egypt togeth- 
er. Accordingly. Israel’s per 
capita rate of $14,000, is 
tenfold higher than that of 
the region’s countries. 

Therefore, rising the per 
capita income in the Arab 
countries is of paramount 
importance to maintain the 
stability factors in the area. 

I believe that Middle 
Eastern integration should 
be gradual, based on 
strengthening the common 
interests of the peoples and 
governments in the region. 
Encouraging commercial 
and tourism activities and 
accelerating the economic 
development seems like 
the right place to start 
from. 


‘More suicidal cultists believed to take their 
lives at the end of the 2nd Christian millennium’ 


By G. H. Jansen 


IS IT valid to inquire why the suicidal cultists. who have 
made their presence felt in the West over the past few years, 
are. almost invariably and exclusively. Christian and dissi- 
dent Protestant? 

There are few. if any cults, in Catholicism or Greek 
Orthodoxy or the mainstream Protestant churches, like the 
Methodists. Presbyterians. Congregationalists, Baptists or 
Anglicans. The cultists are heterodox, their leaders general- 
ly lapsed or dissident Protestants. 

And it is the extremists amongst the heterodox cults, like 
those of the Solar Temple in Canada and Switzerland, Jim 
Jones in Guyana, the Branch Davidians of Waco or 
Heaven's Gate of Rancho Santa Fd which can be. and are, 
suicidal. Furthermore, members of the Swiss. Guyana and 
Waco groupings killed other cult followers during mass sui- 
cides. committing multiple murder before killing them- 
selves. Branch Davidians were also prepared to kill in self- 
defence when challenged by the American authorities. 

There are cult groups in other faiths — the Sufis in Islam 
or followers of Zen in Buddhism or groupings around gurus 
in Hinduism — but they are not suicidal nor murderous like 
the followers of the Japanese guru who released poison gas 
on the Tokyo underground. 

The three U.S. suicidal cults had several common charac- 
teristics. Jim Jones, Marshall Applewhite and David Koresh 
all claimed to be reincarnations of Jesus Christ and 
promised their cult members eternal life if they committed 
suicide alongside their messiahs. All three cults began and 
flourished in the kooky climate of southern California. 


although their leaders did not originate or their members 
did not necessarily hail from there. Jim Jones led his fol- 
lowers from California to their deaths in the jungle of 
Guyana. David Koresh from Los Angeles to the desen com- 
pound outside Waco. Texas, and Marshall Applewhite from 
Arizona to a mansion at Rancho Santa Fe. 

So there was a migration before mass suicide and obliter- 
ation. All three leaders practised some sort of sexual abuse, 
Jones and Koresh lay with their female followers, including 
underage girls, while Applewhite castrated himself and sev- 
eral of his company. The leaders, like those of so-far-non- 
suicidal cults, took control of the assets of their followers 
and presided over communes where families disintegrated 
and individualism was subsumed. 

The theologies and practices of the three cults were very 
far from mainstream Christianity. The three messiahs fixat- 
ed on specific things: Jones on making a new beginning in 
the wilderness, Koresh on amassing an armoury and 
Applewhite on computers and space travel. 

The single European-Canadian suicidal cult shared many 
of the characteristics of the three U.S. death- wish cults: a 
messiah, a frenchman this time, and a following with 
Christian origins, communal living and renunciation of nor- 
mal familial relationships; but the Solar Temple's strange 
beliefs verged on the pagan. 

Psychologists and paranormal ists tuned into the full spec- 
trum of cults, suicidal and otherwise, believe that the end of 
the second Christian millennium will produce further mass 
suicides amongst cultists as did the end of the first. 1 ,000 
years ago. 


— Receiving a deposit from the Central Bank tor a num- 
ber of years at reduced interest rate, especially when die 
Central Bank was already involved in supplying liquidity 
to the bank in trouble to avoid failure. 

These measures failed to produce an immediate 
response Only two financial companies merged. enjoyed 
£ tax exemption, and later claimed an investment bank 

^Rerently. the Central Bank came up with a new package 
of incentives for banks to merge, including exemption 
from cash reserve requirement. However. no response 
seems to be forthcoming. The merger of the Jordan 
National Bank and the Business Bank took place. It is 
doubtful whether this lonely merger came about a> a result 
of incentives. In fact, members of one family are the major 
shareholders of both banks. It seems that the family want- 
ed to consolidate its ownership and control, while talcing 
advantage of the incentives was secondary. 

Besides this merger of two healthy banks, almost all 
other mergers were due to financial difficulties, or as a 
way to dispose of an ailing entity. Under this category fall 
the mergers which resulted in the Middle East Bank, and 

the Philadelphia Bank. , . , , 

It was due to financial difficulties that certain banks dis- 
appeared through mergers, such as the Syrian-Jordanian 
Bank, Bank Al Mashrek. Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International (BCCI). Jordan Securities Corporation. 
Jordan Finance House. Islamic Investment House. 

REFCO and DARCO. . , , . 

One can conclude that bank mergers in Jordan did not 
take place as a result of incentives granted by the authori- 
ties. Incentives were merely utilised as a bonus. Mergers 
in Jordan never took place due to economic advantages 
mentioned in the literature, including economies of scale. 
They almost always took place under the pressure of 
financial difficulties and to avoid liquidation. 

Even when a merger makes sense economically, it is 
very difficult to go through the lengthy process relating to 
legal procedures. It is even more difficult to reconcile the 
conflicting personal interests of the parties concerned, 
whether at the level of top management or at the level of 
the board of directors. 

No one doubts the benefits of bank mergers to create 
stronger and bigger banks, yet no one expects Jordanian 
banks to merge voluntarily, no matter how generous the 
incentives were. 


LETTERS 


No change of job 


To the Editor: 


IN HER weekly column Society on the Move (Jordan 
Times. April 3-4. 1997) Jennifer Hamameh quoted 
from a news item published by the new weekly “Al 
Mithaq” saying that l, “along with 24 other journal- 
ists,” plan to run for a parliamentary seat in Karak in the 


upcoming general elections. Allow me to say that that 
piece of information, as far as I am concerned at least. 


is groundless. While standing for elections is an honour 
for any Jordanian citizen contemplating it. the truth is 
that it is a greater honour and pride for me to be work- 
ing for His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 


Abdul Salam Tarawneh, 
Press Adviser to HRH Crown Prince Hassan, 

Amman. 


What’s in a number? 


To the Editor: 


OLTR BUSINESS has a branch in Wasfi Tal Street- A 
while back, we were informed that the telephone num- 
ber would be changed by adding a seventh digit, in 
keeping with the modernisation of the AbdaJi switch- 
board. Many friends strongly suggested that we go see 
the people involved to ensure that the new number is a 
“nice” one. We did not. We had six business lines and 
f°ur private lines. We never approached anyone to 
obtain a tailored number and we were not about to 
change that now. After all, what's in a number? 

As it turns out. there is a lot. Our number was 693aab. 
The ad in -the newspaper, informing people of the 
changes, stated that the first two digits would be 
replaced by 551, 552, 553 except in “rare"’ cases. We 
had been told earlier that the building we are situated in 
would have the 553 addition, so" our number, we 
expected, would have become 5533aab. As it turned 
out. we were one of these rare cases that the rule did 
not apply to. Why? Because our new number was too 
“nice” to hand out to normal subscribers. The people at 
the Jordan Telecommunications Company (JTC) 
branded us as a rare case and gave the number to anoth- 
er establishment, with more clout. How much more 
clout ? A lot. 

We ended up with 5539aab. Not a bad number is 
itself, except that it would be impossible for anyone to 
break the code and figure it out. 

Soil filled with rage, I want to reflect on the whole 
episode. Several questions force themselves: 

feJJjTnmcO C ?5 Tlpany wW, ( clc ? P a - V e * lra for this pre- 

fened status? Do we pay less? Does their prosperity 

l y pelting t h, s number? Does ours matter? ^ ^ 

kind^Anl Hn« S ^- nS,ble f ° f maUn ? ^CisiODS Of this 
kind. And does this person or group of persons appre- 
ciate the nghts of citizens? y rsun,. appre 

3. This is a business number that is frequently used bv 

hfi cted^n^% may l ° Se ?H siness because change 
inflicted on it does not adhere to the advertised rule. 

Xe 5rr l°iu Slble f ° r losscs ^ *e people 
at the JTC willing to compensate us° K 

H, kn0W ‘ h,t **"•*' like this still hap- 
JJf" ir £. ofdem ° c P c y that we live in. I am ask- 

th?^ties had to e £ le h C mC A ly COnvincin S reason why 
hpr^l ** changed when it came to our num- 

ber The amount of clout held by the company that was 
gnen the number should not be relevant If no S 
reason exists. I am truly sorry. ° 


. Issam Rihani, 

Jmes Rihani & Sons Co., 
Amman. 
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Quiet deportation — Israeli residency policy in East Jerusalem 
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From B’Tselem 

ISRAELI RESIDENCY 
policies have caused the 
displacement of thou- 
sands of Palestinian fam- 
ilies from East Jerusalem 
and threaten thousands 
more. 

The forced eviction of 
Palestinians from East 
Jerusalem is clearly in 
breach of international 
human rights and human- 
itarian law. 

Beyond this, however, 
is the acute human suffer- 
ing of people who have 

moved out of East 
Jerusalem — temporari- 
ly, they thought — for a 
variety of reasons uhe 
^following are just some 
^examples): 

— Study or work 
abroad. 

— The acute housing 
shortage for Palestinians 
in Jerusalem, a result of 
deliberate Israeli policies. 

— The refusal by 
Israeli authorities to 
allow a “non- 
Jerusalemite” spouse to 
dwell in the city. 

— Normal population 
movement from the heart 
of a city to its suburbs. 

People belonging to any 
of these categories are at 
the risk of loosing their 
right to “residency” in 
Jerusalem. 

This means that they 
may not enter their home- 
town, let alone work in it, 
unless by special permit, 
and that they are no 
longer entitled to social 
benefits, such as national 
Insurance, child benefits, 
pension and health insur- 
ance. 

It should be stressed 
^hat these policies affect a 
Palestinian moving 50 
yards north of the munic- 
ipal boundaries, but not a 
Jewish Jerusalemite mov- 
ing to West Bank settle- 
ments in the vicinity. 


Such a person suffers no 
loss of freedom of move- 
ment, residency rights or 
social benefits. 

What is frustrating to us 
as human rights activists 
is that these grossly 
unjust and inhumane 
policies, which have 
already affected thou- 
sands of Palestinians, and 
may affect tens of thou- 
sands more, are carried 
out discreetly, through 
invisible, bureaucratic 
procedures backed by 
Israeli laws and court 
decisions. 

There are no trucks, no 
weeping women and chil- 
dren dragged by brutal 
soldiers, no physical vio- 
lence — in other words, 
little for the media to 
“cover.” 

But the actual effect 
resembles what the most 
extremist political fac- 
tions in Israel have advo- 
cated: large-scale dis- 
placement of Palestinians 
which threatens to per- 
manently alter the demo- 
graphic ” character of 
Jerusalem. 

We believe that for 
these policies to be halt- 
ed, public opinion and 
decision makers, both in 
Israel and internationally, 
must be made aware of 
them and Lhe damage 
they cause 

The goal of Israeli . resi- 
dency* policy in East 
Jerusalem is to reduce the 
number of Palestinians 
living in the city, and to 
create a demographic and 
geographic reality that 
will preempt any future 
effort to challenge Israeli 
sovereignty in East 
Jerusalem. 

Some 170.000 Pales- 
tinians holding Israeli 
identity cards reside in 
East Jerusalem. 

For the past two years. 
Israel’s Interior Ministry 
has been revoking the 


residency rights of Pales- 
tinians in East Jerusalem 
w'ho at some stage of 
their lives lived outside 
the municipal borders. 

Consequently, numer- 
ous Palestinians have 
been required to leave 
rheir houses and families 
and move to areas outside 
the Green Line, the 
demarcation line of Israel 
at the outset of the Arab- 
lsraeli war. 

It is estimated that some 
120,000 Palestinians (70 
per cent of the Palestinian 
population of the city) 
may lose iheir right io 
live in Jerusalem because 
of this new Israeli policy. 


ans did not request citi- 
zenship. 

Israel’s Supreme Court 
held that the Entry into 
Israel Law applies in 
determining the status, of 
Palestinian residents in 
East Jerusalem, and that 
the identity' card issued to 
Lhem is comparable to the 
penmh to permanently 
reside in Israel granted 
under that law. 

The court also held that 
when a permanent resi- 
dent settles outside Israel, 
the permanent residency 
status expires. ‘‘Expira- 
tion” of the permit, con- 
trary to revocation, leads 
to die loss of residency 


seven years. 

By applying the Entrv 
into Israel Law to resi- 
dents of East Jerusalem. 
Israel relates to them as 
immigrants, even though 
the "families involved 
have lived in the area for 
scores of years, and it 
was Israel who entered 
the area, and not vice 
versa. 

The legal status, 
described above, reflects 
only a small part of the 
picture. The Interior Min- 
istry’ uses unwritten crite- 
ria and unclear proce- 
dures in revoking resi- 
dency status. Human 
rights organisations and 


“There are no trucks, no weeping women and 
children dragged by brutal soldiers, no physical 
violence — in other words, little for the media to 
‘cover. ’ But the actual effect resembles what the 
most extremist political factions in Israel have 
advocated: large-scale displacement of Pales- 
tinians which threatens to jpermanently alter the 
demographic character of, Jerusalem. 


Following the war, in 
contravention of 

international law, Israel 
annexed East Jerusalem, 
an area of 70 km2 in East 
Jerusalem, and applied 
Israeli law in the annexed 
territory. 

Immediately after the 
war, Israel conducted a 
census in East Jerusalem 
and granted the status of 
permanent resident to 
everyone present in East 
Jerusalem at the time of 
the census. Israel also 
declared that residents of 
East Jerusalem could 
receive Israeli citizenship 
upon request, but for 
>Iitical reasons, most 
;t Jerusalem Palestini- 


without explanation and 
without any procedure 
that would enable the 
subject to appeal. 

The law stipulates that a 
person is considered to 
have settled outside Israel 
if he or she remained 
abroad for more than 
seven years, received a 
permit to permanently 
reside in another state, or 
became a citizen of that 
state. 

The Supreme Court 
held that residency may 
also be revoked if other 
facts indicate that the 
individual settled outside 
of Israel even where the 
period of residency out- 
side Israel was less than 


attorneys have failed in 
their attempts to deter- 
mine the applicable crite- 
ria and procedures. 

The ministry’ refuses to 
publish its criteria for 
issuing or revoking resi- 
dency permits, or data 
regarding the number of 
persons whose residency 
has been revoked. 

Not only Palestinians 
who have moved abroad 
are threatened by this 
policy. Over the years, 
many Palestinians have 
moved to neighbour- 
hoods and villages out- 
side the Jerusalem 
municipality. 

Tills migration is the 
result of "the following 


Israeli policies designed 
to entrench Israeli sover- 
eignty in East Jerusalem: 

1. Israel has greatly 
restricted Palestinians in 
residential building, 
causing overcrowding 
due to the serious hous- 
ing shortage. 

2. Prior to 1994. Israel 
rejected requests for fam- 
ily unification submitted 
by Jerusalem Palestinian 
women on behalf of their 
spouses who are not 
Jerusalemites. 

The Israeli policy com- 
pelled these women to 
leave the city in order to 
be with their husbands. 

East Jerusalem Pales- 
tinians living outside the 
city borders" customarily 
went to the Interior Min- 
istry's office in Jerusalem 
to renew their exit per- 
mits. thereby restarting 
the seven-year counting 
period. 

The Interior Ministry's 
policy had been that only 
a continuous seven-year 
stay outside of Jerusalem 
would result in the loss of 
the right of residency. In 
the past two years, how- 
ever. Israel changed its 
policy retroactively, and 
those who have not lived 
within the Jerusalem 
Municipality continuous- 
ly lose their right to live 
in the city, even if they 
lived outside the city for 
less than seven years and 
even if they did not 
become permanent resi- 
dents or citizens of anoth- 
er country. Persons who 
require the services of the 
Interior Ministry in a 
variety of matters, such 
as replacing an identity 
card, registering a child’, 
or receiving an identity 
card for the first rime a’l 
age 16, are required to 
provide documentary 
proof that they live in 
Jerusalem. 

Those unable to provide 


suitable documentation 
lose their right to live in 
Jerusalem. 

This requirement is 

excessive and unduly 
severe, and serves as an 
additional bureaucratic 
tool to reduce the number 
of Palestinians holding 
Israeli identity card>. 

The requirement of 
proving residency in 
Jerusalem applies both to 
Palestinians living in the 
United Slates and to 
those living in A I Ram. 
which lies" only a lew 
kilometres from 

Jerusalem's municipal 
borders. Since the resi- 
dency status “automati- 
cally expires.” denial of 
residency status occurs 
without a hearing, with- 
out explanation, without 
any notice of the right to 
appeal, and without being 
informed that the policy- 
had changed. 

The authorities have 
also taken Jerusalem resi- 
dency status from East 
Jerusalem Palestinians 
who mewed to the 
Jerusalem suburbs 

i which are within the 
West Bank). 

Loss of Jerusalem resi- 
dency status has signifi- 
cant implications. "Resi- 
dents of East Jerusalem 
are not subject to the mil- 
itary government, as are 
residents of the rest of the 
occupied territories. 
Those without Jerusalem 
residency status arc not 
allowed to emer freely 
and work in Israel, and 
require special permits. 

Loss of residency also 
results in the immediate 
cessation of national 
insurance benefits and 
health insurance through 
Israeli sick funds, as well 
as access to education 
and other benefits. 

The Israeli Supreme 
Coun has approved the 
policies of the Interior 


Ministry. Therefore, no 
domestic remedies are 
available to the victims of 
these policies. 

Since the Interior Min- 
istry does not publish its 
criteria for revoking resi- 
dency status, East 

Jerusalem's Palestinians 
are uncertain about their 
status. Consequently, 
many do not utilise the 
services of the Interior 
Ministry, fearing that 
their residency in 

Jerusalem will be ques- 
tioned and that they will 
be found not to be enti- 
tled to an Israeli identity 
card. 

Within the next six 
months, the Interior Min- 
istry intends to replace 
the’ identity cards of all 
Israeli citizens and resi- 
dents. Palestinian resi- 
dents of East Jerusalem 
will then have to go to the 
Interior Ministry, where 
the clerks will check 
whether they arc entitled 
to an Israeli identity card. 

According to estimates, 
some 70 per cent of 
Jerusalem's Palestinian 
residents arc liable to lose 
their residency status. 

This would have severe 
consequences in terms of 
this populations ability to 
enjoy civil rights as well 
as economic and social 
benefits. In addition. 
Israeli residency policies 
are liable to dramatically 
change the character of 
the city. 

B'Tselem is tin Israeli 
independent. in m-gov- 

emmental organisation 
established in 19S9 to 
monitor human rights 
violations in the occupied 
territories. It publishes 
reports, conducts advo- 
cacy campaigns, engages 
in public education and 
sen-es as a resource ccn- 
trc. 
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Palestinians serve ultimatum over peace and settlements 


(Continned from page 1) .. 

contain five basic points, 
including a stop to settle- 
ment construction, recogni- 
tion of the principle of land- 
for-peace and affirmation 
that previous agreements 
must be carried out, said 
Arafat spokesman Marwan 
Kanafani. 

The Palestinian cabinet 
said in a statement Saturday 
that the Clinton administra- 
tion “must put real pressure 
on the government of Israel 
to stop the Judaisation of 
Jerusalem and to stop set- 
tlement building on Jabai 
Abu Ghneim immediate- 
ly.” 

Washington must move 
^decisively now to stop con- 
struction, “and the credibil- 
ity of the United States 
hangs in the balance," the 
statement said. 

“There will be a number 
of ideas that can be 
explored,” White House 
spokesman Mike Me Curry 
said. “I think the president's 
view is that we need at this 
point agreements on 
process that bring the par- 


ties together, that build con- 
fidence between them, and 
that lend themselves to the 
probability of success when 
it comes to resolving differ- 
ences thai exist between the 
parties.” 

Mr. McCurry sidestepped 
specifics, and State Depart- 
ment spokesman Nicholas 
Bums said the administra- 
tion was going into a “cone 
of silence" before Mr. 
Netanyahu’s meeting with 
Mr. Clinton. 

Mr. Bums said at a news 
briefing on Friday: “We 
have our own ideas for how 
to move this situation for- 
ward ... We’re going to 
share those ideas first and 
foremost with the parties — 
with Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and Chairman 
Arafat.” 

“We're very active,” Mr. 
Bums said, “and as a result 
of the discussions with 
King Hussein, Secretary 
Albright's telephone dis- 
cussions with Prime Minis- 
ter Netanyahu and Chair- 
man Arafat, we are devel- 
oping' our own ideas and 
we're going to put them 


forward.” 

Mr. Clinton has informed 
Mr. Arafat that the United 
States is willing to move 
forward with a new peace 
initiative, and that he would 
coordinate with the Pales- 
tinian leader before making 
it public, Palestinian nego- 
tiator Saeb Erekat told 
Voice of Palestine Radio 
Saturday. 

U.S. ’officials signalled 
that both the issues of vio- 
lence and settlements 
would be raised in the Clin- 
ton-Netanyahu meeting. 

Mr. Netanyahu reportedly 
has told senior cabinet min- 
isters that the new U.S. ini- 
tiative would be based on 
his proposal to move up 
negotiations on a perma- 
nent peace agreement and 
try to wrap up talks in six to 
nine months. 

During that time, the two 
sides w r ould have to resolve 
the toughest disputes still 
facing them: the future of 
Jerusalem, Jewish settle- 
ments. final borders, and 
Palestinian refugees. The 
final phase could take place 
in a Camp David-style set- 


ting, with Mr. Netanyahu 
and Mr. Arafat negotiating 
face-to-face. 

Under the current 
timetable, the deadline for 
reaching a final peace 
agreement is May 1999. 

The Palestinians have 
been sceptical, saying they 
feared this was an Israeli 
ploy to get out of commit- 
ments made in earlier peace 
agreements, including a 
three-stage troop pullback 
in the West Bank to be com- 
pleted by mid-1998. 

The Palestinians said Sat- 
urday Mr. Arafat would 
only agree to meet Mr. 
Netanyahu after Israel 
agrees to pull its bulldozers 
out of Jabai Abu Ghneim. 

“Arafat will agree to meet 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
save the peace process if 
Israel respects agreements 
already reached and stops 
work on the settlement at 
Jabai Abu Ghneim." Arafat 
advisor Nabii Abu Rdaina 
said. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright stepped 
up the pressure on Israel 
Thursday when she 


expressed her “concern” 
over settlement building to 
visiting Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzha Mordechai. 

But Washington has twice 
blocked resolutions at the 
United Nations criticising 
the Jabai Abu Ghneim set- 
tlement. 

But Mr. Mordechai said 
Jews on the West Bank 
have as much a right as 
Jews in Tel Aviv or New 
York to build schools or 
otherwise improve their 
neighbourhoods. 

Mr. Mordechai. speaking 
to B'nai B'rith, a Jewish 
service organisation, said 
Israel would not establish 
new settlements, as it 
promised in the Oslo 
accords. 

Ms. Albright discussed 
the “thickening" of exist- 
ing Jewish enclaves with 
Mr. Mordechai at the State 
Department. 

She told reporters Friday 
she had expressed her con- 
cerns to him. 

“It's very important to do 
everything we can to 
rebuild the bonds of confi- 
dence.” she said. 


Postponement of Lebanese 
elections triggers storm 


BEIRUT (AFP) — A politi- 
cal storm has erupted at the 
very top of Lebanon’s pn> 
TSyrian government over the 
prime mini ster’s indefinite 
postponement of what would 
have been the country’s first 
municipal elections in 34 
years. 

Parliament on Thursday 
approved Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri's decision to 
withdraw a bill organising 
the polls, to the anger of 
President Elias Hrawi. 

Agriculture Minister 
Shawlti Fakbury, a friend of 
Mr. Hrawi, accused the 
prime minister of “violating 
the constitution and parlia- 
ment’s internal woririnags ” 

“We are facing a serious 
situation. Hariri’s position 
reflects only his own convic- 
tions and not government 
policy,” Mr. Fakhury told a 
press conference Friday, 
h The government had 
• announced in December that 
municipal elections would 
be held in June, but Mr. 


Hariri feared they would 
destabilise the country. 

As a result of the crisis, a 
cabinet meeting planned for 
Saturday was postponed and 
Mr. Hariri travelled to Syria, 
which pulls the political 
strings in Lebanon. 

Interior Minister Michel 
Murr, who said Saturday he 
was trying to mediate 
between the president and 
prime minister to “defuse the 
tension.” has also gone to 
Damascus. 

Mr. Mutt said the elections 
must go ahead as announced. 
“The government’s credibili- 
ty depends on itf’ he said. 

Mr. Hariri justified the 
decision to postpone the 
elections by saying they 
could “overwhelm the coun- 
try" He said deputies had 
pointed out numerous con- 
tradictions and loopholes in 
the proposed election law, 
especially in relation to vil- 
lages deserted in the 1975- 
1990 civil war. 

The bill proposed the elec- 


tion of municipal councils in 
the southern Lebanon border 
zone occupied by Israel and 
nearby villages, without 
specifying whai would hap- 
pen in deserted villages 
there. 

Another concern raised by 
politicians has been the 
effect of elections on already 
strong divisions between 
Lebanon’s Christian and 
Muslim communities. 

Former Prime Minister 
Salim Hoss asked whether 
Lebanon was "ready for such 
an experience at a time when 
communal and sectarian 
feeling is stronger than ever 
in a large section of the pop- 
ulation." 

Unlike the procedure for 
legislative elections in 
Lebanon, the municipal .vote 
would not divide seats 
between Muslims and Chris- 
tians and Mr. Hoss feared it 
would lead to minorities 
being excluded from repre- 
sentation in mixed towns and 
villases. 


Jordani an -Palestinian fund to counter 
Israeli actions in Arab East Jerusalem 


(Continued from page 1) 

ing; the rest will be raised 
from other Arab govern- 
ments and businessmen. 

He added that the capital 
will be raised by S100 mil- 
lion in few months. 

“I believe it is a veiy 
important conference,” 
said Faisal Husseini, the 
Palestinian official in 
charge of the Jerusalem 
portfolio in the Palestinian 
National Authority, who 
attended the meeting. 

"Such efforts to invest in 
Jerusalem, to rebuild the 
city and to help it face the 
challenges of the next cen- 
tury are very important for 
us." Mr. Husseini told 
reporters on the fringes of 
the conference. 

“Jerusalem needs a true 
effort by the Palestinian 
and Arab business commu- 
nities to raise funds to save 


Jerusalem from the Israeli 
settlement policy and bait 
the Judaisation of the Arab 
sector of the Holy City,” he 
added. 

Mr. Husseini said the 
JFJ1C can help in offering 
jobs to Palestinians in 
Jerusalem and protecting 
and developing Arab prop- 
erties in the Holy City. 

The shareholders of the 
new firm will form a gener- 
al assembly which will 
elect a board of directors 
which will place the 
remaining SO per cent of 
the capital for public sub- 
scription. 

Anis Qasim, a legal 
adviser of the JFJ1C. said 
that the founders’ decision 
to register the firm in the 
British Virgin Islands, was 
for “tax, legal and invest- 
ment reasons.” He did not 
elaborate. 
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King undergoes successful prostate surgery 


(Continued from page 1) 
tions in such an operation 
could appear in the form of 
bleeding and for this reason 
he will be under observa- 
tion for a week at this hos- 
pital." 

Mr. Neranyahu was due 
here Sunday afternoon for a 
lightning visit after a direct 
flight from Tel Aviv. Chica- 
go-based Israeli press 
counsellor Chaim Shacham 
said. 

The bedside summit is to 
take place in a conference 
room or office inside the 


medical facility. 

On Monday Mr. Netan- 
yahu was to confer in 
Washington with Mr. Clin- 
ton to mull various propos- 
als to restart Israeli -Pales- 
tinians talks that have been 
deadlocked since construc- 
tion of a Jewish settlement 
beean in East Jerusalem on 
March IS. 

To break the deadlock. 
Mr. Netanyahu has prci- 
posed fast-track negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians 
to settle all outstanding 
issues in six to nine months 


instead of the two-year 
timetable outlined in previ- 
ous accords. 

Press reports said the two 
leaders were considering 
convening a U.S. -spon- 
sored Camp David-style 
summit similar to the 1995 
Dayton. Ohio marathon 
talks that produced the 
Yugoslav peace accords. 

The proposals also repon- 
edl\ include a six-month 
Israeli freeze on Jewish 
settlements and a Palestin- 
ian pledge to clamp down 
on militants. 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


The MULTI CONCEPT AMERICAN FOOD COURT 

is looking for many full - time and part - time employees for the 
following positions in our first food court in Abdoun Circle : 

a) Cashiers 

b) Customer Service Personnel 

c) Production Personnel 

d) Bakers 

e) Waiter / Waitress 

To qualify for those positions , you musf have at least . 
6 months prior experience in that field of work . 

For the qualified applicant , we offer : 

a) Attractive Salary 

b) Flexible Hours 

c) Paid Vacation 

d) Extensive Training 

e) Opportunity for Advancement 

f) Life Insurance 

g) Medical Insurance ( Supervised under our own Corporate , 
Physician , Dr. Ahmed Rami Irani ) 

To Apply : Please fax your recent C.V. with salary history 
and a contact phone number 

to Fax # 863820 [ No ffhar^ms^ 
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Kuwait 


raises 


$2.5b 

from 

state 

sell-offs 


Open economies attract private 
cash, Asia-Pacific financiers say 


Iran hikes fuel prices 


KUWAIT CITY lAFPl — 
Kuwait has raised some S2.5 
billion from a privatisation 
programme begun in 1994 
\\ iih further holdings to be sold 
worth more than S3 billion, a 
senior official said Saturday. 

The government has sold 
stakes in more than 20 compa- 
nies earning more than 750 
million dinars (S2.5 billion). 
Kuwait Investment Authority 
iK.A) Managing Director Ali 
Rashaid A I Bader told the Eng- 
lish-language Arab Times. 

Stakes in u further IS com- 
panies valued at about one bil- 
lion dinars tS3.3 billion) will 
go on sale in the next two 
yean, said the head of state- 
owned K1A. which is oversee- 
ing the programme of sells 
oils. 

"The purpose of this policy 
(of privatisation) is to attract 
private capital to the local 
stock exchange, while increas- 
ing the role of the private sec- 
tor." he said. 

''So far. the results have 
proven to be successful where- 
h\ numerous experts, includ- 
ing from the World Bank, con- 
sider KlA’s privatisation pro- 
gramme as one of the most 
successful in the Middle East." 
he said. 

Mr. Bader said the govern- 
ment was considering giving 
greater access to foreign 
investors, who at present can 
only invest in locally listed 
companies through quoted 
investment funds. 

“The government has been 
reviewing the country’s vari- 
ous economic policies, and 
one of the most important find- 
ings or objectives is to open up 
the Kuwaiti economy for for- 
eign investors." Mr. Bader 
said. The privatisation pro- 
gramme so far has mainly 
involved the sale of shares in 
companies that were bailed out 
by the state during an econom- 
ic crisis in the 1 980s and were 
never intended to stay in gov- 
ernment hands. 


CEBU, Philippines (AFP) 
— Asia-Pacific economies 
have to improve their 
investment climates to win 
private sector help in 
financing their develop- 
ment. financiers said here 
Saturday. 

The APEC Financiers 
Group (AFG) urged minis- 
ters from the IS member 
economies of the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion (APECl forum to 
remove regulatory bottle- 
necks, free up the flow of 
capital and increase infor- 
mation transparency. 

The AFG is the primary- 
advisor to the finance min- 
isters and meets ahead of 
their annual talks to make 
recommendations for 
action. 

Bankers Association of 
the Philippines chief econo- 
mist Johnny Ravalo said 
that infrastructure was cru- 
cial to development, as was 
the harmonisation of infra- 
structure within economies. 

“There is no point in an 
economy talking about 
being a tiger cub when its 
growl cannot be heard." Mr. 
Ravolo told a news confer- 
ence after Friday’s meeting 
of the AFG. 

He said there was an 
infrastructure bottleneck 
that was a “silent but dead- 
ly" obstacle to develop- 
ment. 

Mr. Ravolo noted that 
“practically nothing" binds 
the APEC member 
economies except "an 


almost uniform agreement 
that 1 S economies are will- 
ing to talk to each other and 
help each other." 

He pointed out that capi- 
tal was an ultimately scarce 
and a limited resource, and 
it was information that 
“provides the signal for 
choices of allocation of 
limited resources." 

Mr. Ravolo said financial 
systems and capital markets 

provide the environment in 
which the private sector 
operates, as well as the sig- 
nals for those operations. 

He said AFG agreed on 
the need for an information 
centre to act as a clearing 
house for economic data. 

It called for the speeding 
up of the development of 
bond markets and access to 
equity markets for infra- 
strucure development-relat- 
ed projects, which would 
allow access to long-term 
funding. 

The financiers further 
agreed on a “roadmap” to 
the next meeting in Canada, 
and sought along the way a 
further inquiry into the set- 
ting up of information cen- 
tres. the Philippines offer- 
ing to take the lead in that 
field. 

Mr. Ravolo said the AFG 
wanted an evaluation of the 
status of domestic bond 
markets in each member 
economy. 

“If you want to develop a 
market you have to know at 
what stage it is already at,” 
he said. 


The AFG also sought an 
inventory of skills and 
training already being 
offered among member 
economies. 

“The expertise right now 
is available." Mr. Ravolo 
said, and the financiers 
believe a “rolling caravan 
of expertise" could be put 
in place allowing members 
to share their skills with 
each other. 

“We need to evaluate and 
enumerate the opportunities 
that are available right 
now," he said. 

Mr. Ravolo said the AFG 
also had a brief discussion 
about the capital adequacy 
standards of the Bank for 
International Settlements, 
in which there was “a con- 
siderable mismatch" 
between the risk weight of 
members of the Organisa- 
tion for Economic Cooper- 
ation and Development 
( OECD ). at 20 per cent, and 
non-OECD countries, at 
100 per cenL 

He said that made the cost 
of capital for non-members 
five times higher, and for no 
apparent reason than 
because that was what the 
bis said. 

“This uneven treatment 
impacts negatively upon the 
cost and availability of cap- 
ital across borders, a conse- 
quence that is totally avoid- 
able if an even treatment is 
provided.” the AFG said in 
a statement. 

The AFG said the issue 
was raised last year in 


Kyoto. Japan, “but has not 
been accorded the neces- 
sary further action it 
deserves." 

Rafael Buenaventura, 
president of the Philippine 
Commercial International 
Bank and chairman of the 
AFG, said the objective 
should be to “develop the 
structure and environment 
to encourage people to 
invest.” 

“Thai is why it is impor- 
tant that your economy is 
open enough so people will 
come in.” Mr. Buenaventu- 
ra said. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
Saturday increased the 
costs of gasoline and other 
fuels by between 20 to 30 
per cent as part of efforts 
to gradually remove mas- 
sive subsidies, the oil min- 
istry said. 

The price of regular 
gasoline jumped from 130 
riyals to 160 riyals (five 
U.S. cents) per litre and 
that of premium rose from 
180 riyals to 220 riyals 
(seven cents). 

The cost of domestic 
fuel and gas-oil also rose 
from 30 to 40 riyals. the 
oil ministry said in a state- 
ment published in the 
press. 

Fuel prices however are 
still among the cheapest in 
the world. 


The hike in fuel costs is 
the third since March 
1995. when prices dou- 
bled as pan of government 
efforts to gradually 
remove an annual state 
subsidy of SlO billion for 
oil products. 

By raising prices, the 
government hopes to cut 
down on the estimated one 
million barrels per day of 
domestic oil consumption 
and divert it for exports 
amid dwindling crude 
deposits. 

The authorities are how- 
ever held back by a fear of 
rising inflation and popu- 
lar discontent which could 
be touched off by high 
fuel prices. 
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Indians urged to boost savings 


CY Pound 


Metal Prices 


Currency i 


sit Rates (Bid) 


Gold (< 0 * 1 ) 


BOMBAY (AFP) — The cen- 
tral Reserve Bank of India 
(RBD has called for higher 
domestic savings to fund 
development in the country. 
RBI Governor Chakravarthy 
Rangarajan said: “If India 
wants GDP growth of some 
seven per cent annually then it 
would need a domestic invest- 
ment rate of more than 28 per 
cent as against the current 
level of 25 per cent.” 
Households, government 
and industry should save 
more, he said, adding: “All 
have to make efforts to boost 
savings.. This is very impor- 
tant if we have to emulate the 
high growth economies of the 
Far East." 


Mr. Rangarajan said India's 
current savings rate was high, 
but the demand for funds was 
outpacing it. “Some of these 
pressures are a sign of 
growth." 

“Ninety per cent of funds 
needed for investments are 
raised within the country from 
domestic savings while ID per 
cent have been coming from 
outside" he told a conference 

Mr. Rangarajan said the 
economy during the current 
fiscal year to March was 
poised to record a growth of 
6.8 per cent even though there 
has been an industrial slow- 
down. 

'There is some slowdown 
in industry as well as exports. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Affection 
5 Prose narrative 
9 Gas sign 

13 Level 

14 Carl 

1 5 Involved with 

16 Raw. 
inexperienced 
person 

1 8 Actress Adams 

19 Administrator 

20 Talk over 

22 Sault — Marie 

23 Farmland unit 

25 the 
ramparts..." 

26 Wapiti 

27 Atoll 

30 Motorists' org. 
33 Sniggler's catch 
36 Treats as a pal 
36 Chest of 
drawers 

41 Spells 

42 Generates 

64 Complain 

45 First named 

46 Inactive 

47 Foxy 
49 Snooze 
51 Mexican 

sandwich 
53 Informer 
56 US president 
60 Detour 

62 Construction 
unit 

63 Trustworthy 

65 Cagliari cash 

66 Vexed 

67 Bridge item 
66 Islets 

69 Memo 

70 Hardy heroine 



but there is no reason to be 
pessimistic." he said. 

Speaking on India’s current 
account deficit and balance of 
payments position the RBI 
chief said: "They are under 
control and we are on a high 
growth path. 

“Industry will record 
growth of between nine and 
lOper cent this year as against 
12 per cent the previous year. 
Mining, oil production and 
power generation grew slower 
this year than in the previous 
year and this is the reason for 
industrial slowdown," he indi- 
cated. 

Mr. Rangarajan said India 
attracted $16 billion overseas 
investments into industry and 
the capital markets last year, 
while in the current year it 
pulled in $4.4 billion. 

“This is a considerable step- 
up and Indian industries are 
now mature to absorb and 
stand up to foreign inflows," 
he said. 
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Coffee (c/lbs) 
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Peanuts 


by Dorothy B. Martin 


DOWN 

1 Lithuanians 

2 Obvious 

3 Locality ol a 
crime 

4 Terminates 

5 More secure 

6 In the past 

7 Beneficial 

8 Opposed to 

9 Relative 


10 Perseverance 

11 Elevator name 

12 Negative replies 
14 Ruin 

17 And others: 
abbr. 

21 European 
capital 
24 Before 
26 Existence: Lat. 

28 Newts 

29 Blunder 

31 Arabian gulf 

32 Helper: abbr. 

33 Delightful place 

34 Sea eagle 

35 Fabulous 

36 Jacques of song 

37 Begrudge 

39 Cuts 

40 Actor Byrnes 
43 No longer 

working: abbr. 

47 Public spat 

48 Proprietor of a 
manor 

50 Buenos — 

52 Sharp crest 
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53 Russian money 

54 Cartographer’s 
work 

55 Abounds 

56 Exploit 

57 Rose's 


sweetheart 

58 Norse god 

59 Pianist Peter 
61 Kiln 

64 Touch lightly 


' U)H05 
AHEAD 
v NOW?' 


I M NOT 1 
SURE.. ; 


OUT! THAT BALL 
WAS OUT! 


I CALLED IT OUT BECAUSE I 
5AU) IT OUT SO T CALLED IT 
OUT! IT WAS WAY OUT! 


SHOULD I JUMP 
e OVER THE NET AND 
I KICK HER. OR RUN 


Andy Capp 


Mutt’n’Jeff 



horoscope 
forecast 
FOR SUNDAY, 
APRIL 6, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Right er Foundation 




activities occupying your 
mind. 


PISCES: (Februarv 20 to 
March 20) Steer clear of a 
social activity today which 
seems as if would be fun, 
however, would be quite 
tiring. Accept a favour 
from a loyal friend later 
this evening so that in the 
days ahead you might 
nwd some advice from 
this person. 


Birthstone of April: Dia- 
mond — Amethyst 


aasii 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Take the time 
today to plan your social 
schedule with your mate, 
then spend a quiet day 
together at home. Take 
special care of your health 
so that you don't lose any 
time from business activi- 
ties and thereby becoming 
successful. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) A surprise enter- 
tainment with a group of 
friends today will help to 
pick up your spirits and 
get you out of that bad 
mood you've been in late- 
ly. Later this evening will 
be good to go out on die 
town with close friends. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21 ) You may have an 
interesting investment 
opportunity in the days 
ahead, so consider your 
assets and how much you 
can afford to risk upon any 
speculative venture. Later 
this evening will be good 
for meeting with knowl- 
edgeable people. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21 ) Stay 
around close friends who 
can be of assistance to you 
today, however, stay in 
and enjoy the safety to 
your home with your 
mate. Later this evening 
you can seek out fellow 
associates and devise a 
plan of action for a new 
project. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Avoid a condescend- 
ing person today who will 
not only bore you. but will 
also irritate you to the 
point of anger. Help out a 
friend who is having a 
tough time with career 
activities and financial 
dealings. 

VIRGO: l August 22 to 
September 22) Be more 
concerned with your per- 
sonal interests today, and 
you'll feel much happier. 
A close friend will offer to 
support you in a plan of 
action you have developed 
to make your career activ- 
ities more successful. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Be more 
charming while out social- 
ly today, and you can gain 
greater prestige from those 
in authority. Steer clear of 
an annoying and noisy 
person this evening and 
thereby make your life 
much more enjoyable. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You like 
a new contact very much, 
so make a friend out of 
this person and thereby 
you can rely upon his or 
her advice with business 
activities. Don’t allow a 
fellow associate to distract 
you from your schedule 
today. 

SAGITTARIUS: (No- 

vember 22 to December 
21) Don’t become 
involved in a recreation 
which will mean spending 
a great deal of money, 
thereby having sufficient 
funds for any emergency. 
Try to spend more time 
with your mate and plan 
something romantic for 
him or he r. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) If 
you get a chance to do a 
nice favour for anyone 
today, do just that and he 
or she will be quite appre- 
ciative. Don’t neglect a 
good friend who you 
haven’t seen for sometime 
and thereby renew old 
acquaintances. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) If you 
show other's your true feel- 
ings today, you can come 
to a better understanding 
with them. Be sure to get 
plenty of rest tonight for 
the days ahead are going 
to be hectic with business 
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Industrialists bemoan 
unfair protection margin 


** LOCAL MANUFACTURERS of products similar to 
those imported from outside have been hit hard by the 
reduction in customs that took effect in February as the 
margin of customs protection has noticeably contracted, 
a study by the Amman Chamber of Industry has indicat- 
ed. Analysing the effects of the reduction in customs, the 
study stressed that this measure would have a big nega- 
tive impact on investments in Jordan 
The study said that the customs ceiling under the new 
policy has been lowered to 40 per cent on all manufac- 
tured products except alcohol, cigarettes and tobacco 
L which carried customs dudes of 180 per cent, 100 per 
* cent and 70 per cent respectively. Under the previous 
policy, customs oo manufactured goods not only 
exceeded the 40 per cent level but were also subject to a 
20 per cent additional fees. In other words, the imported 
products were levied more than 60 per cent in customs 
and fees. As such, local manufacturers have lost protec- 
tion between five to 25 per cent depending on the prod- 
uct. 

As to production input, local manufacturers had to pay 
between five per cent and 21 per cent in additional fees. 
This shows that the difference in customs and addition- 
al fees levied on the imported products and those 
imposed on the inputs of locally -produced substitutes 
has narrowed to become no more than 10 per cent in 
most cases and about 35 per cent in few other rare cases. 
In the past, the difference would reach 45 per cent, the 
study pointed ouL 

The Chamber of Industry said in its study that “reduc- 
ing the customs on imported finished products without 
reducing fees and customs on inputs for similar locally- 
produced industries has grossly damaged local manu- 
facturers." As examples, the study indicated that the pro- 
tection margin on chocolate and textile industries has 
been reduced from 45 per cent to 35 per cent and on the 
marble industry the reduction came down from 45 per 
cent to only 1 0 per cenL For other industries such as the 
manufacturing of ovens and refrigerators or television 
the reduction in the protection margin was from 25 per 
cent to 10 per cent and from 20 per cent to 10 per cent 
respectively. 

, The study reminded the government that the new mea- 
sures were taken despite repeated promises during the 
p discussions over the sales tax that the protection margin 
will never fall below 30 per cent for local industries.'’ 
‘This is a very dangerous situation that entails great 
damage to the industrial sector," the study warned. 
“There would be no investor willing to invest if the dif- 
ference in customs does not exceed 10 per cent after 
having been 45 per cent and 35 per cent." The chamber 
said this problem was on top of other unfair measures 
being suffered by Jordanian industrialists especially 
with” regard to ihe implementation of the sales tax (Al 
Dustour). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



'm still looking for a tasty low-fat 
gravy substitute. I guess we can 
take cough syrup off the list." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| $ by H*nrf Arnold and HUfca Aryhlon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


CORFE | 
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OIH7 Urn Ua£i Smew he. 
UHgwtan« 


TUSEA 
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THE FIRST ATTEMPT 
TO REFINE PETRO- 
LEUM TURNEP 
OUT TO BE — 


Novi arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: 


-•ALrxmrxxxrp 


VbsterdHy’s 


(Answers tomorrow] 

Jumbles: FLAKE BOOTH TROUGH NIPPLE 
Answer Wha! the plumber decided to do about 
marriage — HE TOOK THE PLUNGE 


} 





TO ADVERTISE IN 

Jordan times 

CALL 


667171 EXT 
OR 

684311 - 
EXT. 



699634 
42 


Board of directors recommends continued 
distribution of cash dividends at a rate o f 50% 

Higher prices of paper and raw materials 
curb profitability of market leader A1 Ra’i 


By Samir Gbawi 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Despite higher 
earnings from sales and 
advertisements, the Jordan 
Press Foundation which 
publishes the A1 Ra’i Arabic 
daily and the Jordan Times 
was negatively affected by 
higher international prices 
of papier and other raw mate- 
rials that jumped more than 
100 per cent last year. 

With newspaper sales 
amounting to JD2.305.322 
and advertisements provid- 
ing JD7,264,509 compared 
to JD2.262.989 and 
JD7.27S.203 respectively in 
1995. the Jordan Press 
Foundation (JPF) posted 


total earnings of 
JD9.569.S31 last year, 
slightly higher than the 
JD9.54 1,192 recorded ar the 
end of 1995. 

However, if the earnings 
from the commercial print- 
ing press and other income 
are included, the overall 
total earnings show a slight 

1.5 per cent drop to 
JD 1 0.4 1 9,674 from the total 
posted in 1995. 

According to the 1 1 th 
annual report of the JPF, 
advertising accounted for 69 
per cent of the total earnings 
while sales represented 22 
per cent The commercial 


printing press provided 
seven per cent with the 
remaining two per cent of 
earnings being classified as 
other income. 

But as a result of the high- 
er costs of paper and other 
raw materials, the JPF's pro- 
duction costs surged by 18 
per cenu from JD6.979.979 
in 1995 to JD9.043.417 in 
1996. Nearly 56 per cent of 
this amount represented the 
cost on raw- material input 
whereas salaries and other 
administrative and selling 
costs accounted for 26 per 
cent and 1 1 per cent respec- 
tively of the total expendi- 
tures last year. Depreciation 
totalling JD617.S67 repre- 
sented the remaining cost of 
seven per cenL 


The company noted in its 
report that the cost of pro- 
duction input has improved 
as the prices of paper ha\e 
declined noticeably in the 
last quarter of the last year. 
Consequently, a gradual 
drop in production costs has 
resulted. 

The following figures 
show the general perfor- 
mance of the co mpany at the 
end of 1 996: 

1- Current assets crew by 
eight per cent to reach 
JD6.327.63. This increase 
reflected a rLe of 16 per 
cent in JPFs working capi- 
tal which amounted to 
JD3.03 1,105 and registered 
an average turnover of 76 
percent. 

Included in the current 
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PAST 12 
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ARAB POTASH CO. 

18.3 

3.3! 

1 

100 

605 

6.10 

6.05 

.05- 


10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. HEF I NARY 

10.3 

7.84 

6 

141 

1436 

10-20 

3D. 20 

- 


3.250 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM.ACR. 

29.8 

0.00 

3 

350 

776 

2.20 

2.22 

.02* 


7.950 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

8.7 

3.68 

3 

300 

2040 

6.00 

6.8D 

- 


4.100 

3.040 

ARAB PHAKM. HANF. 

20.2 

5.45 

■9 

250 

91? 

3.72 

3.87 

.05- 


7.250 

5.650 

jor.cerak:c ind. 

0.2 

3.7? 

1 

800 

5280 

5.65 

6.60 

.05- 


2.310 

1.500 

JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 

B . 3 

5 CO 

1 

~K 

1125 

1.52 

1.50 

- 


£-150 

4.250 

DAA ALDAWA . 1HV . 

11.0 

4.20 

3 

322 

1529 

4-75 

4.7* 

.03- 


.960 

. 4SO 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

9 

L'.OC 

c 

■5 LO 

42 CO 

.56 

.56 

- 


1-400 

1.050 

ARAB PAPFR CONV.TPL. 


V 

2 

510 

421 

3 OS' 

3.06 

.01 • 


1.520 

1.050 

NATIONAL STEEL I NT. 


i/.Cv 

2 

SCO 

525 

1.05 

1.05 

- 


1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

e p - 

IV’. I ’ 

2 

660 

354 

.60 

.59 

.01- 


1.540 

.730 

INTEFKED . PE7RQ. CIIEM. 

7 

C.OC 

■ ; 

v>6co 

■*. 

.75 

■ 73 

.02- 


3-250 

2.183 

aillV.CHEK. 1SDS. 

59.5 

0.00 

i 

50 

I 13 

2.18 

2.25 

.07* 


3.730 

2.130 

NATL. CABLE «« i PE . HFAC 

14..- 

C >M ■ 

i 

"sc 

I ! 5 

2.35 

2.30 

.05- 


1.170 

.570 

JOR. SULPIIO-CHEH 

- 

? . - J 

10 

2 300 

1 3«7 

.60 

.61 

.01- 


2.740 

1.420 

UN IV . r'OPN-INDS. 

4 . 6 

1 . 3 J 

12 

3:20 

6667 

1.52 

2-50 

.02- 


1.120 

1.140 

JOR. ! II US. RE SOURCES 

16.3 

0.00 

56 

26150 

3423=1 

3 . 32 

1.30 

.02- 


1.270 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

23.9 

o.co 

!2 

.’100 


.90 

.80 

.02- 


2-400 

1.750 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

2 

350 

633 

1.81 

1.90 

.01- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 117.07 -CHC: 

-0.39 

159 

61353 

79 b ;j 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 151.46 7 CKG: 

-0.12 

197 

74590 

122147 







PARALLEL MARKET SHAPE PRICE LIST FOB 

SAT-.'PDAY 

06. 04/1997 




* 

.690 

.380 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

14. B 

0.00 

6 

2150 


.30 

.37 

.01- 


. 790 

.440 

JOP.T B ADE r AC ■ 

1 ] . 7 

O.OG 

? 

42500 

!6 7-;o 

.44 

.44 



. 050 

.660 

union i::v. so 

'•«. 1 

•J . DO 

e 

-- ’ .10 

1 -- -* 9 

,6S 

. 6? 



.840 

- 2 <0 

apab r::i. invtst . 

3 

•J.00 

14 

J 4C0C 

5b. -2 

. 3 9 

.40 

.01* 

N 

.950 

. 743 

AL-SHAPQ 1S7. 7S- 

E 

0.00 

1 '2 

16662 

?73u 

.82 

.02 



. 64 D 

.200 

JOB . T SD5 . MATCH- JEMCO 

9 

0.03 

i 

:2co 

4fo 

.23 

■ 23 



.690 

.430 

ARAB :ML. IKV-TRD. 

9 

0.00 

2 

-50 

3 ?0 

.43 

.44 

.01* 


.720 

.490 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

9 

1620 

916 

.52 

.51 

.01- 


.aso 

.400 

NATL . MULT - ENG - NA.MICO 

E 

0.00 

36 

E7CS4 

26865 

.46 

.40 

.02* 


.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

D.OO 

4 

1600 

1200 

. 75 

.75 

- 


.750 

.600 

MIDEAST PHARH- 75* 

E 

0.00 

? 

850 

306 

.61 

.61 

- 


1.330 

.920 

UNION TOBACCO 75-’ 

E 

0.00 

1 

250 

168 

.92 

.92 

- 


.770 

.570 

RAZI PHARM. 657 

E 

0.00 

3 

3300 

726 

.58 

.57 

.01- 


.660 

.390 

INDS. ENG- 

26.5 

0.00 

3 

600 

258 

.43 

.43 

- 


.760 

.580 

PEARL SAN. P. CONV. 

E 

0.00 

2 

70 

45 

.67 

.64 

.03- 


.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

3 

1250 

012 

.65 

.65 

- 

N 

1.020 

. 800 

ARAB I NT- FOOD FACT. 

62.5 

0.00 

2 

500 

439 

.85 

.89 

.04+ 


.870 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

9.0 

0.00 

20 

39050 

30406 

.76 

.77 

.01* 

GRAND TOTAL 





131 

192516 

98552 






+ : New 12 months low 
N : Lined during ih« pant 12 noncha 
P : P/E ratio is 100 or mere 
g : Mgacive P/E 

E i Earning Lb zero or N/A for ihe moat recent year 


assets were JD3" T 2.295 in 
cash at hand and at banks. 
JD22 1,630 in post-dated 

cheques and cheques under 
collection. JD854.383 in 
long-term bank deposits car- 
rying interest between nine 
and 9.5 per cent and receiv - 
ables for a total of 
JD 1,208.354. The largest 

portion of current assets w as 
in raw materials and spare 
pans inventories which 
stood at JD3.33 million ul 
the end of last year. 

In this regard the report 
highlighted that the return 
on assets was 26 per cent, 
the inventory turnover 
achieved i.5 times approxi- 
mately and ihe turnover of 
fixed assets reached 1 .4 
times. 

2- Fixed assets totalled 
JD6.77 million after depre- 
ciation compared to JDT.li) 
million a: the end of 1995. 
Taking into consideration 
that the accumulated depre- 
ciation has reached JD2.32 
million, the m.iin net fixed 
assets at the end of List year 
were equipment and 
machinery valued at JD3.79 
million and buildings valued 
a! JDI.41.1 million. 

3- Current. liabilities 

□mounted to JD3.05 million 
spread over accounts 

payables tJD92.347». hills 
payable i J 0545.408 1 . cur- 
rent portion of a loan 
(JD500.000). reserves and 
other payables iJD908.77|i 
and dividends payable iJDi 
million i. The total of current 
liabilities at the end of 1995 
stood at JD3.25 million of 
which JD1 million were also 
dividends payable. 

Regarding bank credits. 
JPF opted” to switch from 
shori-term debt into long- 
term debt as the company’s 
financial statement showed 
no bank credit advances in 
1 996 compared to 
JD338.24I that showed in 
this category in 1995. 

Instead, the statement 
showed JD500.000 as a por- 
tion of a long-term loan that 
would fall due within one 
year. The long-term portion 
of the loan amounted to 
JD250.000. 

Despite this arrangement 
JPF continued to enjoy three 
credit lines of advances of 
JD2U0.0U0 from each of the 
Cairo Amman Bank. Jordan 
Gulf Bank and Bank of Jor- 
dan. The credits which were 
not utilised and which carry 
interest of 12.5 per cent or 
13 per cent were secured by 
the company's own guaran- 
tee. 

As to the long-term debt, 
the report said that it was a 
JD1 million credit from the 
Social Security Corporation. 
The first of four equal instal- 


ments of the credit. Lurrying 
an 1 1 -5 per cent interest, 
was repaid on Scpl. 30. 1996 
und the last w ill he nude b\ 
March 31. 1 90S. 

4. Capital acci Hints rose 
slightly and reached 
JD9.799.295 despite the 
decline in net profit last 
year. The amount comprised 
the JD2 million capital and 
JD4.5 million of premiums 
collected when the capital 
was doubled ill I l N.V The 
obligatory reserve remained 
at JDl.27h.731 as no addi- 
tional funds were put into 
the reserve which should he 
replenished each year hv 10 
per cent of the annual net 
profit until the It rial of the 
obi i g Jtnry resen e reae lies 
25 per cent of the capital At 
such a level, ihe company 
may slop the mentioned It* 
per cent rilloe.it ion. 

5- Noting that the net prof- 
it in 1 9% amounted to 
JD1.U7 million (compared 
to JDl.to million in 1 IW 5» 
and by adding JD299.344 of 
retained earnings to the 
|99t» net profit, the total n| 
profit available for distribu- 
tion becomes JDI.37 mil- 
lion. As such, the JPF board 
of directors opted to contin- 
ue distributing JD l million- 
in cash div iilends at a rale ol 
5u per cent. Of the remain- 
ing JD37 1 .34 1 >, JD21KIJHH) 
were taken to voluntary 
reserves and JD 1 7 1 . 34n 
returned to retained earn 
ings. 

As such, the ' general 
assembly meeting on April 
12 will review the compa- 
ny's pertormance last year 
and weigh the recommenda- 
tion of the board of directors 
to distribute JDl. million in 
cash dividends at a rate of 50 
per cent. 

The general assembly will 
also listen to the chairman’s 
address which will highlight 
the \ isits of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
to the premises of A1 Ra'i 
and the Jordan Times last 
October and also the v isit of 
Prince Shaker Ben Zeid in 
1995. 

Other highlights will 
include the process of com- 
puterisation at the JPF and 
ihe linkage of A1 Ra'i to the 
Internet from April 1996. 
The Jordan Times was 
linked to the Iniemei from 
October 1 9%. 

The chairman points out in 
his address that Al Ra'i has 
regained most of its distribu- 
tion centres in ihe Arab Gull 
countries that were shut dur- 
ing the Gulf war noting that 
these centres .ire the main 
distribution outlets in that 
market. . 
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DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 



r 


l 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605-810609 
Fax: 810520 

’ We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 




unfurnished for rent. 


STUDIO URIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 



REUf- 











FOR SENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 

APARTMENTS - 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


Tel.: 699369 



Teppcmyaki 
Sashimi 
, Sushi 




Quality Serviced Suites 


* One & Two Bedrooms • Folly 
.Equfepcd Kitchenettes ■ Daily & 
Long Stay ■ Reasonable Rais 


5th Circle 

Tel 692672 . Fax 674551 


32? 

crown Hera. 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180' 

Radio & TV Station Rd- 




■ C Al E S TAT C 


FOR 
I RENT 

| ^ i)e:uxc: Viilrts ■ 

Apptiumrni.K 
in Amman 


For details please celt 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


Pizzas - Pasta 


Exotic Sandwishes ! 


Hamburgers 


Staled ami Home Delivcrv Service 




Slim dual 

TcL 680670 



RESTAURANT 


Op <3/i Oaifg 

from 12.30 - tfldmgbt 
You can enjaaa (ate 
lunch or an early dinner. 

SlumfawiJ atom d*H) House, 

Tel. 07W7B71 


lI'TORYOURp 

^JVdvertisem 




Jordan 

Times 


Air 




Call tel: 



iji 667171 ext. 223 
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National team prepares for World 


Cup qualifier against UAE 


By Adnan Tobasi 
in Manama and 
Aleen Bannayan in Amman 


THE KINGDOMS' national soccer 
team begun final practice sessions 
in the Bahraini capital Manama in 
preparation for their Asian World 
Cup qualifiers which kick off April 
8 . 

Jordan will be facing hosts 
Bahrain and the United .Arab 
Emirates (UAE) in their first 
round/first leg Group 3 matches. 
The second leg of the qualifiers will 
be held in Shaijah. UAE starting 
April 19 and only Lhe group winner 
will qualify' to the second round. 

The Kingdom’s team arrived in 
Manama Friday and had a extensive 
training session Saturday. 

Jordan Soccer Federation (JSF) 
Deputy Chairman Saleh Irsheidal 
and Secretary-General Hisham 
Asfour will join Jordan’s 31 -mem- 
ber delegation Sunday after repre- 
senting the Kingdom in the meet- 
ings of the General Assembly of the 
Asian Soccer Confederation which 
concluded in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. 

Team coach Mohammad Awad 
said the team was in high spirits 
hoping to qualify' to the second 
round" for the first time in the 
Kingdom's history. 

This will be the fourth time Jordan 
plays in World Cup qualifying 
matches after taking part in first 
round qualifiers for Mexico 96, 
Italy 90. and USA 94. 


The team coach said he expected 
striker Badran A1 Shaqran could be 
a formidable force as he was fit and 
quickly adapted to his teammates’ 
play. 

Shaqran joined the team only 
Thursday after taking leave from 
Kamaz Club of the Tatar Republic 
where he is now a professional 
player. Coaches had to drop striker 
Aref Hussein from the lineup in 
favour of Shaqran. 

The Kingdom’s team had an 
intense four- day training camp in 
Aqaba before leaving for Manama 
after the JSF failed to arrange two 
friendly matches against Qatar and 
Iraq. 

Coach Awad said he believed 
Group 3 reams are very close and 
that the Kingdom’s team had a good 
chance at the qualifiers although 
both opponents are experienced and 
have prepared well. 

The UAE, a 1990 World Cup 
qualifier, lost the latest of their two 
friendly matches 2-0 to Syria and 
4-1 to Norway. Their other results 
were a 1-1 draw with Syria and a 2- 
1 win over Lebanon. 

The LTAE coach said his team was 
not as well-prepared as he would 
have wanted it ro be adding that he 
would not be underestimating any 
opponent as all three teams had pre- 
pared well for the qualifiers. 

The Bahraini team beat 
Bangladesh 2-1 in their latest match 
and had lost 3-1 to Kuwait 

Bahrain's Austrian coach was 
optimistic about his team’s chances. 
His team played Oman, 


Turkmenistan, Kuwait, Bangladesh, 
and Nepal in preparation for the 
matches. 

Jordan’s record in eight friendly 
internationals included three 
defeats, three goalless draws and 
two wins, both over Oman. 

At the stan of their training camps 
abroad the Jordanian team had two 
matches against Lebanon losing 1-0 
in Beirut and drawing 0-0 in 
Amman. 

Against the Iraqi team Jordan 
twice lost 1-0 in Baghdad while 
both matches against Syria ended in 
goalless draws. 

The Kingdom's only wins were 2- 
0 and 4- 1 in Muscat on the third leg 
of the team’s training camps abroad. 

The team's training camps and 
preparations cost the JSF over JD 
60,000. 

Thirty-six Asian countries will 
■contest the first round World Cup 
qualifiers and have been divided 
into ten groups. Some groups have 
already begun their qualifiers. 

Group 1 : Saudi Arabia, Malaysia. 
Bangladesh and Taiwan. 

Group 2: Iran. Syria. Maldives, 
Kyrgyzstan. 

Group 3: United Arab Emirates. 
Jordan. Bahrain. 

Group 4: Japan, Oman. Nepal, 
Macao. 

Group 5: Uzbekistan, Indonesia 
Yemen. Cambodia. 

Group 6: South Korea, Thailand, 
Hong Kong. 

Group 7: Kuwait, Lebanon, 

Singapore. 

Group 8: China. Turkmenistan, 


Vietnam, Tajikstan. 

Group 9: Iraq. Pakistan, 

Kazakhstan. 

Group 10: Qatar. India. Sri Lanka, 
Philippines. 

The 10 groups winners will quali- 
fy for the second round where the 
teams will be divided into two 

groups. 

The first two from each group will 
then contest the Asian finals. 

The first three qualify directly for 
the 199S World Cup in France while 
the winner of a play-off between the 
fourth team and the Oceania Zone 
winner will also qualify. 

Jordan's delegation includes refer- 
ee Dahham EqeidaL team manager 
Abullatif Abdul Majid, coaches 
Mohammad Awad and Adnan 
Masud goalkeepers’ coach Basem 
Tayyem, and physiotherapist 
Hussein Atallah. 

The Kingdom’s initial lineup 
includes Mu’taz Risheh, Yousef 
Ammouri. Mohannad Mahadin, 
Amjad Taher. Hussein Shanaineh, 
Faisal Ibrahim, Subhi Suleiman, 
Jamal Abu Abed Adnan Awad, 
Nart Yadaj, Jiryes Tadros and 
Badran Shaqran. 

The team also includes Ahmad 
Abu Nasouh, Mohammad Abu 
Daoud Mohammad Khaz'ali, 
Abdallah Abu Zame’h, Isam 
Mahmoud Munir Abu Hantash, 
Bass am AJ Khatib. Ahmad Khalil, 
Ja'far Haramad and Hassouneh 
Sheikh. 


Nine countries to compete in 4th Arab 
Junior Weightlifting Championship 


By Roufan Nahhas and 
JSYEF press committee 


AMMAN — Nine countries 
will participate in the ,4th 
Arab Junior Weightlifting 
Championship scheduled to 
take place April 7-11 at the 
Sports Palace at A1 Hussein 
Youth City. 

Athletes from Egypt. 
Libya, Lebanon. Tunisia. 
Syria. Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia. Palestine in addi- 
tion to Jordan will take pan 
in the event hosted in 
Jordan for the first lime. 

The JWF had sent invita- 
tions to 18 countries and 
only 9 countries sent con- 
firmations before the end of 
March deadline. 

Jordan clinched a gold 
medal in 1996 champi- 
onship which look place in 
Lebanon by player Aved A1 


Khawaideh. 

The Jordanian team went 
through extensive training 
under the supervision, of 
Chinese coaqb Ding China 
and Jordanian coach Ahmad 
Daghesh. 


Joseph 

Samih 


Participating athletes : 

Egypt 

Ahmad Abed A1 
Maqsoud. Mohammad 
Tantawi. Mohammad Fahmi 
Abdulfattah. Ahmad Samir 
Ahmad, Ibrahim Said 
Shama’a, Mohammad Musa 
Deeb, Hani Abdulkareem 
Basiouni, Mohammad 
Qaim. Ibrahim Mohammad 
Ibrahim. Mahmoud 

Mohammad Ahmad, 

Waleed Moa’d and 
Mohammad Shabani. 

Lebanon 

Zaki Abdullah. Hussam A1 
Ayoubi, Nayef Sukar, 


Mohammad Sharif, 
Dawoud and 
Moqalad. 

Libya 

Issam Taleb Arhoumeb- 
Imad'AIi Shanak. Othman 
Mohammad Abu Zeid, 
Mohammad Mokhtar 
Shanak and Hamzeh Ahmad 
Abu Ghalia. 

Palestine 

Abdulraouf Abu Assi. 
Tarek Abu Zeid, Husni 
Thaher, Nahmi Abu Assi 
and Wasfi Halaq. 

Tunisia 

Adnan Ben Sheikha , 
Yousef Sba’ai. Mohammad 
Majeri, Ashraf Zirawi and 
Nizar Omri. 

Saudi Arabia 

Saleh Abdullah. Bader 
Saeed Salmi. Hussein Ali, 
Faisal Slais. Abdullah 
Dowsri. Ali Darwish. Zaki 
Slais, Hussein Saeed. 


Hussien Saeed, Abellah 
Abed Waited, Mohammad 
Zahrani, Abedallah Ayad, 
Omran Sims and Munir A1 
Darwish. 

Jordan 

Hisham Amaireh, Ibrahim 
Madam. , Ali Jabri, 
Mohammad Fakhri, Daoud 
Haboub. Mohammad Taim, 
Musbah Aboudi. Osama 
Nabil, Khaled Ayoub, Omar 
Taiseer, Mohannad Jalouqa 
and Ala’ a Mohammad. 

Syria and Kuwait have not 
submitted the neames of 
their athletes. 

The JWF’s 1997 plan 
includes at least six local 
championships in addition 
to taking part in tourna- 
ments abroad like the 
Saddam Championship in 
Iraq and the Antalia 
Championship in Turkey. 


Grand National race abandoned 
after bomb scares 


LIVERPOOL iR) — The 
Grand National horse race, 
one of Britain’s greatest 
sporting events, had to be 
abandoned on Saturday 
because of a bomb alert 
which prompted total evac- 
uation of the race course. 

Police told officials at 
Aintree course, near the 
north-west city of 
Liverpool, to clear the site 
after receiving coded warn- 
ings of two bombs on the 
site. 

■'The police have received 
two coded bomb warnings, 
and they felt it was the most 
appropriate thing to evacu- 
ate the entire racecourse." 
Aintree spokesman Nigel 
Payne told reporters. "From 
our point of view, the safety 
of spectators is the most 
paramount thing." 

Some 60.000 spectators 
plus the 38 jockeys were 


moved off the site some 30 
minutes before the 1445 
GMT scheduled start of the 
race. 

Officials said later they 
had decided to abandon rac- 
ing for the rest of the day. 

The bomb alert at the 
world’s most famous 
steeplechases followed 
massive disruption on 
motorways in central 
England on Thursday after 
the discovery of two Irish 
Republ ican Army ( IR A ) 
bombs on road bridges. 

It was not immediately 
clear who had delivered the 
bomb warnings at the 
Aintree course or whether 
any devices were actually 
left on the site. 

Jockey Carl Llewellyn, 
due to ride Camelot King in 
the big race, described the 
situation as sick. “Whoever 
did this are not sportsmen," 


he said. 

Jenny Pitman, trainer of 
such past winners as 
Corbieres and Royal 
Athlete, called for the hors- 
es to be returned to the start- 
ing gate and the race to be 
run. 

“We cannot be held to ran- 
som and give in to these 
people. We have the lunatic 
element here. We can't give 
in to them," she said. 

Helicopters hovered over- 
head while police, fire and 
ambulance crews stood by. 
Armed police had been in 
evidence over the three days 
of the race meeting as a pre- 
cautionary measure but 
until Saturday there had 
been no full-scale alert. 

Four years ago the Grand 
National ended in turmoil in 
different circumstances 
after two false starts led to 
the race being declared 


void. 

The IRA has been cam- 
paigning for more than 25 
years for an end to British 
rule of Northern Ireland It 
called off a 17-month long 
cease-fire in February last 
year and has since exploded 
several large bombs on the 
British mainland. 

Security sources believe 
the IRA is trying to force 
Northern Ireland on to the 
political agenda of the 
British May 1 election cam- 
paign, where it has received 
scant attention. 

IRA strategy for years has 
been to attack the British 
mainland to force British 
public opinion to put pres- 
sure on the government to 
find a solution to the 28- 
year Northern Ireland con- 
flict. which has cost billions 
of dollars and 3,200 lives. 


Doctors 
cannot 
detect 
Magic’s 
HTV virus 


LOS 


ANGELES (AFP) 
— Earvin “Magic" 
Johnson’s doctors say the 
former basketball star’s 
HTV levels are “unde- 
tectable" in blood tests 
but are not the miracle 
cure his wife would have 
hoped. 

A statement here Friday 
from physicians David 
Ho and Michael Mellman 
countered tabloid reports 
that Johnson was gravely 
ill. 

“Earvin is doing fine,” 
the statement read. 

“Currently he is on 
combination drug thera- 
py, which has reduced 
HIV’s presence in his 
blood to undetectable 
levels.” 

The doctors also disput- 
ed quotes from Johnson’s 
wife Cookie in the April 
issue of Ebony magazine 
calling Magic's showing 
no trace of HTV a miracle 
from God. 

But infinitesimal levels 
of HTV do not mean 
Johnson is cured, only 
that he has fought the dis- 
ease to the best of mod- 
ern science and prevented 
HTV from advancing into 
AIDS. 

“We must emphasise 
that ‘undetectable’ does 
not equal ‘absent’" the 
statement said. 

“It would be premature 
and incorrect to say 
Earvin is ‘virus-free.’ We 
are very pleased he has 
adhered to his daily regi- 
men and that is reflected 
in his good health." 



Chicago Bulls' Michael Jordan is pressured by Cleveland Cavaliers' Danny Ferry (L), 
Tyrone Hill (C>, and Antonio Lang CR> during the first quarter of their NBA game in 
Chicago. Chicago defeated Cleveland 84-71 (Reuters photo) 


T- Wolves on trail of 1st playoff berth 


MINNEAPOLIS (R) — 
Tom Gugliottu's 12-foot 
jumper with 16 seconds left 
was the clincher as the 
Tirnberwolves scored the 
last 10 points of the game 
Friday to beat the 
Washington Bullets 97-95 
and inch closer to a playoff 
berth. 

Kevin Garnett scored 22 
points. - ■ to lead ; -the 
Tirnberwolves, who 

reduced their Magic num- 
ber for clinching a playoff 
berth to one. The Wolves 
will earn their first-ever 
post-season berth with one 
more win or one loss by the 
Sacramento Kings. 

“We have shown the abil- 
ity to stick around in games 
and execute down the 
■ stretch." Minnesota coach 
Flip Saunders said. “We 
wanted to keep ourselves in 
the position to win the game 
and we did that” 

Juwan Howard and Rod 
Strickland both had 21 
points for the Bullets, who 
had their six-game winning 
streak snapped but 
remained tied with the 
Cleveland Cavaliers for the 
final playoff berth in the 
Eastern Conference. 

“The Tirnberwolves 
played great,” Strickland 
said. “They put the heat 
on.” 

In Atlanta. Christian 
Laetmer scored 1 2 of his 30 
points in the third quarter as 
the Hawks defeated Detroit 
103-89 to move into a tie 
with the Pistons for fourth 
place in the Eastern 
Conference. 

Atlanta beat the Pistons 
for the first time in four 
meetings this seasons. 
Detroit had been the only 
team the Hawks had not 
defeated. 

The Hawks, winners of 
eight of their last nine, 
moved within one game of 
New York for third spot in 
the east after the Knicks lost 
to Orlando. Atlanta hosts 
New York Saturday. 

Mookie Blaylock record- 
ed 21 points. II rebounds 
and eight assists for the 
Hawks, who improved to 
34-4 at the Omni. 

Detroit’s Grant Hill had 
his second straight triple- 
double and third in four 
games with 22 points, 12 


rebounds and 12 assists. 

In Chicago, Scottie 
Pippen shook off a horren- 
dous first half to make 6-of- 
7 shots in scoring 15 third- 
quarter points as the 
Chicago Bulls defeated the 
Cleveland Cavaliers S4-7 1 . 

Pippen, 0-for-7 from the 
floor in the first half, keyed 
a 13-2 burst early in the 
third quarter- -and another 
10-2 run near the end of the 
eriod. Michael Jordan led 


pen 

Chicago with 22 points, but 
had just eight after the half. 

The league-best Bulls 
improved to 64-10. 

Tyrone Hill had 18 points 
to lead Cleveland. 

The Bulls played without 
their top reserve, forward 
Toni Kukoc, who re-injured 
his right foot before the 
game. But they got a much- 
needed lift with the debut of 
recently signed forward 
Brian Williams, who had 
six points and two 
rebounds. 

In New York, Penny 
Hardaway scored 23 points 
and had a pair of buckets 
during a key third-quarter 
burst that lifted the hobbled 
Orlando Magic past the 
New York Knicks 93-84. 

The Magic won on the 
road despite playing with- 
out guard Dennis Scon, 
who has a strained knee, 
and Seikaly, who sprained 
an ankle in Thursday’s loss 
to the Clippers. 

Orlando is seventh in the 
Eastern Conference, 2 1/2 
games ahead of Cleveland. 
New York is third in' the 
east, but fell 3 1/2 games 
behind Miami in the 
Atlantic Division. 

Larry Johnson had 25 
points and 17 rebounds for 
the Knicks, who are 5-6 in 
their last 1 1 games. 

In Denver, Kevin Johnson 
scored 24 points as the surg- 
ing Phoenix Suns beat the 
Denver Nuggets 122-113. 

The Suns, writing an 
improbable story' " after 
opening the season 0-13. 
have won eight straight and 
occupy the seventh playoff 
spot in the Western 
Conference. 

Antonio McDyes.s had 26 
points to pace Denver. 

At Utah, Karl Malone 
scored 16 points in just 22 
minutes as the Utah Jazz 


overwhelmed the 

Vancouver Grizzlies 106-79 
in a matchup of the Western 
Conference's best and worst 
teams. 

Malone’s first bucket 
allowed him to become the 
first NBA player to reach 
the 2-000-point mark in 10 
straight seasons.. . ... . 

In Boston. Lamond 
Ndiirray came off the bench 
to score 24 points as the Los 
Angeles Clippers’ reserves 
outscored their Boston 
counterparts by nearly 60 
points in a 117-102 defeat 
of the reeling Celtics. 

Rookie Antoine Walker 
scored 36 points for Boston 
(13-62). 

In Philadelphia- Travis 
Best scored 27 points as the 
Indiana Pacers defeated the 
Philadelphia 76ers, 1 14- 
103. 

In Portland, Isaiah Rider 
scored 27 points as the Trail 
Blazers beat the Milwaukee 
Bucks 108-93. 

Portland holds a comfort- 
able 6 1 /2-game lead over 
Minnesota for the fifth spot 
in the Western Conference 
playoff race and needs one 
win to clinch it. 

In Los Angeles. 
Dominique Wilkins scored 
28 points as the San 
Antonio Spurs beat the 
injury-depleted Los 
Angeles Lakers 94-83, 
snapping their five-game 
winning streak. 

In Sacramento, Charles 
Barkley scored 20 points 
and grabbed 1 2 rebounds as 
the Houston Rockets com- 
pleted a dominant season 
sweep of the Kings with a 
108-94 victory. 

Hakeem Olajuwon led the 
Rockets with 25 points and 
Clyde Drexler added 20 for 
Houston. Barkley was play- 
ing his second game since 
missing 14 with a hip 
injury. 
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Sally Field, Kiefer Sutherland 
and Ed Harris... in 


EYE FOR AN EYE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Kevin Beacon, Robert Deniro, 
Dustin Hoffman, Jason Patric 
and Brad Pitt.,... in 


SLEEPERS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30,10:45 
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TEL699238 
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SEAN CONNERY ....in 


THE ROCK 

(IN DOLBY STEREO) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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CINEMA TEL677420 

CONCORD 
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CONCORD “1” 

MADONNA & 

ANTONIO BANDERAS.JN 


EVITA 


(new print) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30. 10:30 






Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


] 




Amn.. Ya Ho 

The theatre is closed every 
Saturday & Sunday 
For reservations cal! 625155 
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Sports 


Jordan limes, Sunday, April 6, 1997 


Jones caps special night 
with winning hit for Braves 


ATLANTA (R) — Chipper 
Jones delivered a happy 
ending on a special nighr in 
Atlanta Friday as he drove 
in the go-ahead run in the 
eighth to boost the Braves 
to a 5-4 win over the 
Chicago Cubs in the first 
regular-season game at then- 
new turner field home. 

“This is a great win,” said 
Jones. T had a feeling about 
tonight. 

“lt was cool tonight All 
the guys were up for the 
pre-game ceremony," he 
said. “Hank (Aaron) walk- 
ing out of centre field gave 
me chill bumps. The whole 
team was pumped up.” 

Everything did not go 
smoothly at first 

The game was delayed for 
sLx minutes in the bottom of 
the first inning due to a 
power outage that was 
caused when a car ran into a 
transformer outside the sta- 
dium. 

Then the Braves, who lost 
two of three in Houston 
before coming home to 
open their new park, fell 
behind and trailed 4-2 in the 
seventh before mounting 
their charge. 

Brad Clontz (1-0) pitched 
1 1/3 hitless innings to get 
the win. Marie Wohlers 
picked up his second save. 

Following the game, there 
was a fireworks display 
honouring the National 
League champion Braves as 
the team of the ‘90s. 

That’s kind of cool. We’re 
70 games better than any- 
one else," Jones said, 
defending the braves’ claim. 


Terry Adams (0-1) took 
the loss for the Cubs, who 
are 0-4. 

At Florida, Reggie 
Sanders tied a career hi g h 
with six RBL including a 
three-run homer that began 
a six-run seventh inning, as 
the Cincinnati Reds rallied 
for a 9-7 victory over the 
Florida Marlins. 

The Reds erased a 6-3 
deficit with their big rally. 

"I was looking for some- 
thing over the plate, he gave 
me a fastball right where I 
was looking," said Sanders. 
“I took an easy swing and I 
don’t think I can hit a bail 
any harder.” 

Jeff Conine, who is 9-for- 
15 for the season, and 
Charles Johnson hit back- 
to-back homers for Florida 
in the fifth. 

Kent Mereker (1-0) 
picked up the win. 

Cincinnati’s Hal Morris 
went 0-for-4 to end a 32- 
garae hit streak dating back 
to last season. 

In Montreal, former Expo 
Larry Walker bit his league- 
leading third home run and 
drove in two as the 
Colorado Rockies handed 
Montreal its first loss of the 
season 5-4. 

Walker delivered an RBI 
double in a two-run first 
inning, then led off the sixth 
with a homer. 

In Houston, Jeff 
Bagwell’s one-out single in 
the bottom of the 11th 
inning scored Ray 
Montgomery with the win- 
ning run as the Houston 
Astros edged the winless Sl 


Louis Car dinals 3-2. 

Russ Springer (1-0) 
pitched a scoreless 11th for 
his first victory as an Astro. 
Reliever Eric Ludwick 
allowed one run and two 
hits while retiring only one 
barter for Sl Louis (&4). 

In Los Angeles, Billy 
Ashley and rookie Wilton 
Guerrero each drove in runs 
in the seventh inning to lift 
the Los Angeles Dodgers to 
their third straight win. 5-3 
over the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

Tom Candiorti (1-0), 
forced out of the starting 
rotation, picked up the win 
with two scoreless innings 
of relief. Todd Worrell 
worked a 1 -2-3 ninth for his 
second save. 

Dave Wainhouse took the 
loss. 

Raul Mondesi hit a solo 
homer — his second in as 
many games — in the 
eighth for Los Angeles. 

in San Diego, Greg 
Vaughn hit a pair of solo 
homers and Wally Joyner 
added another as the San 
Diego Padres used a pair of 
five-run innings to power 
their way past the 
Philadelphia Phillies 13-3. 

Tim Worrell gave up two 
runs and four hits over 
seven innings for the win. 
Bobby Munoz was the 
loser. 

In San Francisco, 
Glenallen Hill's RBI single 
snapped a tie and keyed a 
three-run seventh inning as 
the San Francisco Giants 
defeated the New York 
Mets 6-4. 


Salmon slam shocks Indians 


X ANAHEIM (R) — Tim 
Salmon smashed a grand 
slam homer in the bottom of 
the 11th to give the 
Anaheim Angels a rousing 
8-6 victory Friday over the 
CIeveland"lndians. 

The Indians, who had 
escaped Anaheim's bases 
loaded, none-out threat in 
the 10th inning, took a 6-4 
lead in the top of the 11th 
on a two-run double by 
Tony Fernandez. 

In the bottom half, they 
sent out Paul Shuey, who is 
filling in for ace closer Jose 
Mesa while he stands trial 
for rape. The Angels loaded 
the bases again with no outs 
and this time did not waste 
the opportunity. 

Salmon worked the count 
full before belting the grand 
slam over the left field 
fence. “He threw me a fast- 
ball and I just hit it out," 
said Salmon, who had been 
just 2-12 at the plate. 

Eric Plunk had rescued 
the Indians earlier after 
angels filled the bases in 
. 10th. Plunk retired pinch- 

* hitter Jack Howell on a 
popup before Gary 
Disarcina lined to centre 
fielder Grissom, whose 
throw nailed Hollins out at 
the plate. 

In Oakland, the New York 
Yankees’ bullpen let them 
down as the athletics rallied 
for a 4-2 victory over the 
world series champions. 

Jason Giambi crushed a 
two-run homer off David 
Weathers in the eighth and 
the Athletics added another 
run to overtake New York 
and spoil a fine perfor- 
mance by starter David 
Wells in his Yankee debut 

The Yankees, whose one- 
two relief combination of 
Mariano Rivera and John 
Werteland keyed their 
cham pionship run last sea- : 

* son, lost Wetteland to free 
agency and have shifted ! 
Rivera from set-up man j 
extraordinaire to the closer > 
role. ‘ : 

Last season the Yankees 
lost only twice in Sl games 
in which they Jed after 
seven innings. 

Mark Acre won in relief 
of promising rookie Steve 
Karsay and Bill Taylor got 
the save. 

In Chicago, the Detroit 
Tigers blew a six-run lead 
in the eighth but fought 
back to cl aim their first vic- 
tory of thersieason, a wild 8- 
7 win over "the Chicago 
White Sox. 

Melvin Nieves drove in 
three runs, including an RBI 
double in ihe top of the 10th 
inning for the Tigers, 
k The Tigers scored five 


runs in the top of the eighth 
to build a seemingly safe 7- 
1 lead, but the bumbling 
Detroit Bullpen allowed six 
runs in the bottom half, 
allowing the White Sox to 
tie it 7-7. 

Detroit got a rare great 
performance from a starting 
pitcher. Rookie Ehler gave 
up a run and four hits in 6 
2/3 innings. 

In Seattle, the Boston Red 
Sox outhomered the Seattle 
Mariners to post a 10-5 vic- 
tory. 

Former Mariner Darren 
Bragg hit two homers in a 
game for the first time in his 
career and Tim Naehring 
added a three-run blast 
Mike Stanley also homered 
as nine of Boston’s 10 runs 
came on homers. 

Edgar Martinez and Ken 
Griffey Jr. Homered for 
Seattle, which has allowed 
26 runs and 29 hits in its 
last two games. 

At Minnesota, Tim 
Belcher allowed one run 


over 7 2/3 innings and Bip 
Roberts had a run-scoring 
single off hard-luck loser 
Bob Tewkesbury as the 
Kansas City- Royals handed 
the Minnesota Twins their 
first loss of the season 2-1. 

At Texas, Bradv Anderson 
had four hits and highlight- 
ed a three-run seventh with 
a two-run single as the 
Baltimore Orioles over- 
came a four-run deficit and 
remained the league’s lone 
unbeaten team with a 5-4 
victory over the Texas 
Rangers. 

In Toronto, Otis Nixon 
and Ed Sprague delivered 
RBI singles in the sixth 
inning and last year’s era 
leader Juan Guzman com- 
bined with two relievers on 
a five-hitter, leading the 
Toronto Blue Jays to a 6-2 
win over the Milwaukee 
brewers. 

Benito Santiago delivered 
a two-run double and Joe 
Carter homered for the Blue 
Jays. 
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Both vulnerable- East deals. 

NORTH 

*88 

VK93 

OAKJ9 

4.J982 

WEST EAST 

*J6 +KQ10942 

0765 <3A84 

08653 0Q4 

*7658 +104 

SOUTH 
*A78 
OQJ102 
0 1072 
* AKQ 

The biddiag:__ 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 
1* 1 NT Pan 3 NT 

Pass Paw Pa* 

Opening lead: Jack of * 

When the information you have 
available telle 70a that normal 
Twrtvvta wfll not succeed, try a dif- 
ferent tack. This deal illustrates 
what we mean.* 

With e four-card heart suit and 
only one stopper in spades. South 
contemplated making a takeout 
double rather than bidding one no 
trump. But tbe lack of a diatribn- 
tirmaf ftatun* swavari South tn the 


to 

West led the jack of spades, and 
proapecu were grim. The normal 
way to establish nine trieks would 
be to fore out the ace of hearts, but 
that was doomed to firiL East bad to 
have all tbe missing cards 10 open 
tbe hi deling, so the defenders would 
1 take at least four spade tricks and 
the ace of hearts before declarer 
regained the lead to casta another 
trick. 

Iheze was another route tn nine 
tricks. If declarer could take four 
diamond tricks, those winners, 
together with four dob tricks and 
die ace of spades, would bring in 
the requisite number. However, the 
normal play of tbe diamond 6n*n» 
could not succeed — the queen was 
sorely with East. Therefore, declar- 
er had to taka the and-peremtage 
line of trying to drop her majesty. 

Even so. a modicum of care was 
needed. If declarer earelaasly 
played off the diamond winners, the 
Jack of clubs would wither on the 
vine. Therefore, declarer imhtorked 
■the high dobs from hand, crossed to 
the king of diamonds and cashed 
the ace. When the queen earns tum- 
bling down, nine tricks were in the 
bag. 


Advertisement 

Abu Shakra introduces 
CHANEL N°5 in its new pack 

Mr. Rami Abu Shakra, the General Manager of Abu Shakra 
Trading Agency, introduced Chanel N°5 in its new and 
splendid pack by saying: 

As of this month the globe will witness the relevance of the 
legend N°5 through the works of the legendary artist Andy 
Warhol. 

Once again Chanel reasserts its crashing ability of on going 
norms. Chanel N p 5 remains as it has been for Che past 75 
years the legend of all well-reputed perfumes. 

Chanel N°5 in its new colourful pack and graphic designs is 
on display in all Abu Shakra showrooms and an elite of 
appointed dealers. Stock is limited and for few weeks only. 


Hingis 

express 

rolls 

along 


HILTON HEAD 

ISLAND, South Carolina 
(R) — The Martina 

Hingis express rolled on 
at the Family Circle Cup 
tournament Friday as the 
world number one took 
just 49 minutes to beat 
German Wiltrud Probst 6- 
2, 6-0 to reach the semifi- 
nals. 

The 16-year-old Swiss, 
the youngest person ever 
to reach the top of the 
. rankings, is now 29-0 this 
year and having fun every 
step of the way. 

“Well, why shouldn’t 
I?” she said. “I have no 
reason not to enjoy any- 
thing. I became the 
youngest number one in 
the world. I play great 
tennis and I can show the 
crowd that I really enjoy 
it That’s what i do." 

Hingis will face 14th 
seed Brenda Schultz- 
McCarthy, who boomed 
15 aces in upsetting 
Olympic champion 
Lindsay Davenport 4-6, 
6-4, 6-2. 

“You obviously know 
it’s going to come really 
hard," Davenport said 
about the Dutch woman’s 
vaunted serve. “But she 
served pretty consistently 
today ai a very high rate 
of speed." 

Despite running a high 
temperature brought on 
by a virus, third-seeded 
Monica Seles mirrored 
Hingis's ease in advanc- 
ing by sweeping seventh 
seed Anke Huber of 
Germany 6-3, 6-0. 

Seles meets fifth-seeded 
Spaniard Conchita 
Martinez, a 6-1. 6-3 win- 
ner over South Africa’s 
Amanda Coetzer. 

After an initial feeling 
out in the first few games, 
Hingis found a groove 
against Probst, a qualifier 
who reached the quarters 
after her last two oppo- 
nents, Magdalena 

Maleeva and Irina 
Spirlea, both withdrew 
with wrist injuries. 

"I found a real good 
rhythm with her,” Hingis 
said. “She just gave me 
time to make it slow and 
take it easy and that was 
very important" 

Hingis was pleased by 
her quarter-final breather. 

“I like it better this 
way," she said. “I mean, 
everybody likes to have 
an easy match. I looked at 
the draw the first day 
when I came here and it 
was nine of the top 10 
players and I was like "oh, 

I just had a tough touma- 1 
ment in Key Biscayne, 
not again." 

Seles also needed just 
49 minutes. ‘It was hot 
out there," she said. “I 
didn't want to stay out 
there that long. I wasn’t 
feeling well, so I just said 
go out there and keep the 
points short and attack." 
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Australia, United States ahead 
2-0 in Davis Cup quarters 


LONDON (AP) — Andre 
Agassi overcame gusring 
winds and a slew of 
unforced errors to beat 
Sjeng Schalken 7-6 (8-6), 
6-4, 7-6 (7-2), and Jim 
Courier rallied for a five- 
set victory against Jan 
Siemerink, giving the 
United States a 2-0 lead 
over the Netherlands in 
their Davis Cup quarterfi- 
nal. 

Earlier Friday, Australia 
cruised into a 2-0 lead over 
the depleted Czech 
Republic while Italy took a 
surprise 2-0 advantage over 
Spain. Courier defeated 
Siemerink 4-6, 4-6. 6-1.7- 
6 (7-1), 6-3 on the hard- 
couns at the Palisades 
Tennis Club, the first time 
in his nine-year pro career 
that he’s won a match after 
losing the first two sets. 

The United States could 
clinch the best-of-five 
series Saturday with a vic- 
tory in the doubles. The 
winner advances to the 
semifinals against the 
Austral ia-Czech Republic 
quarterfinal winner. 

In Pesaro, Italy, Omar 
Campijsese came from two 
sets down to score a 6-7 (S- 
10). 6-7 (4-7), 6-1, 6-3. 6-3 
victory over Spain's Carlos 
Moya. A losing finalist at 
this year's Australian 
Open, Moya is world No. 8 
while Camporese is 156. In 
the second singles, Italy's 
top player, Renzo Furl an 
downed Albert Costa 4-6, 
6-3, 4-6, 6-4, 6-1 in the sec- 
ond singles match. 

On grass in Adelaide, Pat 
Rafter scored a 6-1 , 7-6 (9- 
7), 4-6, 6-4 victory over 
Martin Damm and Mark 
Philippoussis then over- 
powered late replacement 
David Rikl 6-1, 6-4. 2-6, 6- 
4. Lefthander Rikl stood 
in for Jiri Novak who woke 
with a fever Friday. The 
Czechs were already with- 
out Bohdan Ulihrach, 
Daniel Vacek and Slava 
Dosed el and also had been 
hit by the retirement from 
Davis Cup play of stalwart 
Petr Korda. 

With the world’s top dou- 
bles pair of Todd 
Woodbridge and Mark 
Woodforde facing Rikl and 
Pavel Vizner on Saturday, 



Italy's Davis Cup player Omar Camporese (L) bugs trainer Adriuno Panatta us they 
celebrate bis victory in the Davis Cop quarter-final singles match against Spain's 
Carlos Moya. Camporese surpriafeigly upset Moya by 6-7 6-7 6-1 6-3 6-3 (Reuters 
photo) 


the Australians will be con- 
fident of clinching a semifi- 
nal play even before 
Sunday’s reverse singles. 

At Vaxjo in Sweden. 
Thomas Enqvist beat South 
African Grant Stafford 7-5, 
2-6, 6-4. 6-1 before Wayne 
Ferreira topped Sweden’s 
Jonas Bjorkman 6-3, 6-4, 
2-6. 7-6 (7-3). 

Camporese, who nearly 
reared in 1993 following a 
bad elbow injury, needed 
three hours and 41 minutes 
to win a battle of nerves 
against 20-year-old Moya 
in a tense indoor quarterfi- 
nal match at the Pesaro 
sports palace. 

He was Led two set points 
in the opening set and lost 


both the first two sets on 
tiebreaks. 

But Moya's game crum- 
bled as he was broken 
twice in each of the next 
two and a noisy crowd of 
5,000 got behind the 
Italian, “in the battle to get 
back into the world group 
qualifying round. Thomas 
Muster returned to Davis 
Cup action for Austria and 
helped his team to a 2-0 
lead over Croatia. Muster 
threatened to quit playing 
Davis Cup last year after 
storming off court in Brazil 
complaining at the rowdy 
behaviour of the home 
fans. 

But he decided to return 
and his team was helped by 



Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia grimaces in pain as he receives first aid from his team 
captain Zeljko Franulovic during his match against Austria’s Gilbert Schaller. Leg 
cramps forced Ivanisevic to retire from his European/ African zone group one Davis 
Cup singles to give Austria a 1-0 lead over Croatia (Reuters photo) 


an injury to Croatia's star 
player, Goran Ivanisevic, 
who limped out his match 
against Gilbert Schaller 
w-ith severe leg cramps 
while trailint; 6-3. 6-4, 6-7 
(3-7), 2-6. 3-1. World No. 2 
Muster then made it 2-0 
with a 6-0, 6-4. 3-6. 6-1 
victory' over Sasha Hirzon. 

Britain went into its 
match with Zimbabwe 
without its two stars. World 
No. 15 Tim Henman and 
No. 36 Greg Rusedski, both 
injured, and fielded plhyers 
ranked in the 260s. Jamie 
Delgado squandered an 
early lead and tumbled 2-6. 
6-3, 6-1, 6-3 to Wayne 
black. But Andrew 
Richardson, a 6-foot-7 
(2.00 meter \ lefthander, 
scored a 3-6. 6-4. 1 -6. 6-4. 
6-4 over Byron Black, who 
is ranked 46 in the world, 
and the score was tied at 1 - 
1. 

In other Euro-Africa 
Zone action, in Group 1. it 
was: Slovakia 2. Israel 0; 
and Belgium 1, Denmark I. 

In the Asia-Oceania 
Zone, Group I, it was: New 
Zealand 2. Indonesia 0: 
and South Korea 2. China 
0. In Group 2 play, it was: 
Pakistan 2. Singapore 0; 
and Iran I, Taiwan 0. The 
second Iran-Taiwan match 
was suspended because ot' 
darkness. Also. Lebanon 
leads Thailand 2-0. In 
Group 2 playoffs. Saudi 
Arabia and Hong Kong 
split 1-1. 

In Friday’s American 
Zone action, it was: Canada 
2. Venezuela 0. Chile 1. 
Argentina I in Group 1: 
Colombia 2. Peru 0 and 
Paraguay 1, Uruguay ] in 
Group 2: and Cuba 2. 

Pueno Rico 0 and El 
Salvador 1. Haiti 1 in pi. is - 
offs. 
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Office Furniture For Sale . ; 

Forurri furniture of five offices for 'sale/ 3 
telephone lines, fax, 4 computer sets with a hard 
disk, laser printer and a telex set in addition to 
photocopying machine. 

For information, call Abu Hadi, Tel: 642445, 
Abu Naameh Building, 6th floor , opposite 
the Intercontinental Hotel, 3rd Circle. 


Orient Express^gr~~ 


Feast 


Direct flights to fascinating Hurgada .. 

T ned o63 

our price starting frame JD 195 
including airfare and hotel Halfboard. 

F or booking please call Orient Expres s 

f|| 602460 , 698969 , 698858 
1 WU 704340.704341 


URGENT 

NEED IMMEDIATELY 
YOUNG GIRL TO LOOK 
AFTER 2 CHILDREN 3-6 
YEARS IN AQABA FOR 
2 WEEKS FOR $225 ON 
BEACH (WITH PARENTS). 
PLEASE CALL 
MRS. KHOURY 
AT TEL # 03 -31 6250 





News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, April 6, 1997 



Ekeus says Iraq failed 


queries on 


to answer 


its warfare potential 

UNSCOM chairman accuses Baghdad 
of endangering U.N. monitoring flights 


BAGHDAD i AFP) — U.N. 
disarmament envoy Rolf 
Ekeus said Saturday lie 
failed to learn much more 
about Iraq's chemical and 

germ warfare potential dur- 
ing a three-day mission here 
and accused the Iraqis of 
endangering U.N. monitor- 
ing flights. 

Mr. Ekeus. chairman of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM l. said he had 
asked the Iraqis to stop 
undermining his commis- 
sion's operations to ensure 
Iraq is not resuming its 
banned weapons pro- 
grammes. 

"In recent times we have 
seen a serious deterioration 
in Iraqi performance " with 
its compliance on monitor- 
ing. he said. “We have seen a 
tendancy to block, undercut, 
make our helicopter opera- 
tions dangerous." 

Mr Ekeus. w ho held three 
days of talks with Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
and other officials, said con- 
tinued interference threat- 
ened to undermine the mon- 
itoring system required 
under U.N. resolutions end- 
ing the 1991 Gulf war. 

“We got a very under- 
standing response from the 
Iraqi side." he added. 

The former Swedish diplo- 
mat also said that during his 
talks “we didn't solve any 
substantive issues" on chem- 
ical and biological weapons. 
“We have a bit to go there, as 
we do with chemicals.” he 
said. 

UNSCOM says itfearslraq 
has retained VX nerve gas 
and anthrax biological 
agents because it has 
received no accounting of 
their destruction from Iraq. 


Although he gave a “dark 
presentation,” he said the 
two sides outlined a plan to 
tackle the outstanding con- 
cerns on germ warfare and 
described the atmosphere of 
the talks as “cordial” and 
“very constructive." 

Mr. Ekeus reported after 
beginning high-level chemi- 
cal talks| here in February 
lhaL Iraq had failed to 
account tor the destruction 



Rolf E^eus 

of 3.800 kilcgrammess of 
VX nervf gas. 

Iraq » maintained it 
destroyed! the entire quantity 
in secrecy following the 
1991 Gulf war to free 
Kuwait j Mr. Ekeus told 
reporters' March 3 after giv- 
ing a cloked-door briefing to 
the U.N. Security Council. 

The (i.N. disarmament 
chief said: "It is a clear 

threat against the region" if 
such chemical agents were 
retained in the Iraqi arsenal. 

The 15 members of the 
Security' Council renewed 
the international economic 
sanction^ against Iraq for 
another rivo months. 


Mr. Ekeus will include the 
results of this visit in his six- 
monthly report to the U.N. 
Security Council on April 
II. 

Meanwhile Iraq's official 
Al Jomhourivah newspaper 
accused Mr. Ekeus of bias, 
but still had a chance to save 
a reputation as a neutral 
weapons expert if he admit- 
ted Iraq has met all its disar- 
mament obligations. 

AI Jomhouriyah said Mr. 
Ekeus ia 1995 started pub- 
licly to abandon his neutral 
role as a technical expert and 
become a biased politician, 
visiting countries that have 
nothing to do with his man- 
date. like Kuwait and Israel. 

Oil and trade sanctions 
were imposed after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 

Under U.N. resolutions 
ending the Gulf war, Iraq 
must satisfy UNSCOM it 
has scrapped its programmes 
for weapons of mass 
destruction and ballistic mis- 
siles before the sanctions can 
be lifted 

During Mr. Ekeus’ last 
mission. Iraq dropped its 
objections to the removal of 
scrapped missile engines for 
analysis overseas to deter- 
mine if Iraq has also retained 
long-range missiles. 

The parts were shipped to 
the United States and else- 
where for analysis and 
results will be mile public 
after consultation with the 
Iraqis. Mr. Ekeus meanwhile 
declined to comment on 
Swedish newspaper reports 
that he will be named 
Sweden's ambassador to 
Washington and leave 
UNSCOM after six years ai 
his post 


Sanaa gunman .executed in public 


SANAA (AH 3 ) — A gun- 
man who shot dead six peo- 
ple in a bloody rampage at 
two Yemeni schools was exe- 
cuted at the scene of the 
crime Saturday in front of 
thousands of onlookers. 

Mohammad Misleh AI 
Nadhiri stood impassively 
with his eyes blindfolded as a 
single soldier fired five bul- 
lets at him at a location 
between the two schools 
where the massacre was car- 
ried out six days earlier. 

.After the execution, the 
crowds shouted “long live 
justice." 

President Ali Abdallah 
Saleh earlier rejected a last 
ditch appeal for clemency 
from Nadhiri. whose death 
sentence was confirmed by 
an appeals court on Thursday, 
said a senior official who 
asked to remain anonymous. 


Nadhirj. a 42-year-old 
building Contractor and mili- 
tant who fought against 
Soviet troops in Afghanistan, 
was first convicted of the 
killings on Monday — 24 
hours after he rampaged 
through two schools firing a 
Kalashnikov assault rifle at 
teachers and pupils. 

However, officials told afp 
on Friday that the execution 
would take place in a central 
square and not at the scene of 
the killings “so as not to ter- 
rorize the students." who 
have school on Saturday and 
can therefore not attend 

An appeals court upheld 
the death sentence on 
Wednesday and said that 
because of the "particularly 
odious" nature of the crime 
Nadhiri Should be crucified 
after execution. 

A supreme court of appeal 


on Thursday upheld the death 
sentence but threw out the 
order thai Nadhiri 's body be 
nailed to a cross. 

Nadhiri has said he carried 
out the bloody rampage to 
avenge the rape of his eight- 
year-old daughter by an 
administrator at the Talaeh 
school, where he began his 
shooting spree on Sunday. 

The court rejected his 
defence after a medical 
examination of his daughter. 

Four of Nadhiri's five chil- 
dren including daughter 
Hitaf, the victim of the 
alleged sexual assault 
accompanied their father dur- 
ing the rampage. 

According to neighbors. 
Nadhiri was critical of the 
mixing of hoys and girls in 
schools and took it upon him- 
self to “purify society." 



"Islamic" dolls on display with art Iranian flag and a portrait of the late Ayatollah Khomeini at Tehran, created to 
counter the influence of the American Barbie and Ken dolls { AFP photo) 


Syria 
questions 
U.S. role' 
as peace 
sponsor 


DAMASCUS ( .AFP) — Syria 
on Saturday questioned 
whether the United States 
could remain an honest broker 
of the Middle East peace 
process while it continued to 
give Israel military aid. 

“Has the United Stares given 
up on their initiative to bring a 
just and global peace to die 
Middle East?" asked the offi- 
cial Tishrin Daily, accusing 
Washington of following a 
policy of appeasement 
towards IsraeL ‘The U.S. puts 
their military arsenal at Israel's 
disposal unconditionally," dur- 
ing a visit to Washington by 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Moidechai earlier this 
week, added the paper. The 
Pentagon said Thursday that it 
was stepping up investment in 
two U.S.-Israeli anti-missile 
defence programmes and a 
joint security programme 
aimed at maintaining Israel's 
militaiy edge over its .Arab 
neighbours. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyarain 

Netanyahu is expected in 
Washington on Monday for 
talks with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton about the ongoing cri- 
sis in the peace process over 
Israel’s decision to build a new 
Jewish settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Tishrin said it was “likely 
Netanyahu's visit next week to 
Washington will also centre 
on further military gains 
even though Netanyahu is in 
the process of destroying the 
American peace initiative and 
five years of intense (peace) 
efforts." 


Israel's cricket team leaves 
Malaysia after violent clash 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Tire Israel 
cricket team flew home Saturday after , 
their appearance here sparked a violent ‘ 
clash between riot police and anti- Israeli ' 
protestors a day earlier. 

An official from the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) trophy organiser) 
told AFP the team left early Saturday after | 
losing their last match here against j 
Argentina for 21st placing but declined to | 
give details. 1 

Sports officials earlier said Israel's': 
attendance was a precondition for allow- 1 
ing Malaysia to host the ICC trophy. l! 

Hundreds of Malaysians led by the 
Muslim Party Islam (PAS) and students > 
on Friday demonstrated outside the subur - 1 
ban campus of the University of Malaysia ; 
opposing Israel's presence and aiming to 
disrupt the Israel-Argentina match. I 

But the ICC organisers, who earlier 
received a tip-off on the protest, had trans- 
ferred the game to other grounds. 

Riot police then used water cannons and 
batons to disperse the crowd, who fought : 
back with rocks and pieces of paving . 
stones before being driven back. 

Some 250 protestors were arrested. -1 
including mote than 100 who had sought 1 j 
refuge in a mosque and were rounded upl 


when police entered the complex after a 
six-hour siege. 

Predominantly Muslim Malaysia has no 
diplomatic ties with Israel but they have 
limited trade relations. Muslim protestors 
say allowing Israel to send a sporting team 
here could presage diplomatic recognition 
of Israel. 

The university's Undergraduate 
Association said that “Israel is a race 
cursed by Allah and inviting them here 
means bringing God's catastrophe into 
Malaysia." 

Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad, 
who was visiting the PAS-govemed state 
of Kelantan. the country’s only sole-oppo- 
sition state, had dismissed the protest as 
“sheer stupidity” that would not benefit 
the Palestinian struggle. 

Mr. Mahathir slammed the demonstra- 
tors for taking advantage of the govern- 
ment because “they know that in Malaysia 
if they demonstrate, they do not get shot" 

Kuala Lumpur Chief of Police Ismail 
Che Ros told Reuters no one was injured 
in the fracas. 

The demonstrators would be charged 
with unlawful assembly, he Said- 
Demonstrations are technically illegal in 
Malaysia. 


Malaysia is a strong supporter of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation arid a 
vocal critic of Israel, closely monitoring 
developments on the Middle East peace 
talks. 

Foreign Minister Abdullah Ahmad 
Badawi was reported Saturday to have 
urged members of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference to review ties with 
Israel following Tel Aviv’s recent move to 
build Jewish settlements on Arab land. 

Mr. Abdullah said the action clearly vio- 
lated the righfc of the Palestinians and 
undermined the already shaky peace 
accord between Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) and the Israeli govern- 
ment 

He blamed Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu for the deteriorating 
condition in the Middle East and slammed 
his srubbomess for refusing to retreat 
despite international condemnation. 

Malaysia does not have official relations 
with Israel as a protest against Tel Aviv's 
alleged opppression of the Palestinians. 

It gives moral and financial support to 
the PNA, which enjoys full diplomatic 
status in Kuala Lumpur. 


Arabs seek ban on Israeli 
groups tied to settlements 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Arab states on 
Friday were working on a General 
Assembly resolution that would recom- 
mend all countries bar any assistance to. or 
commercial dealings with. Israeli groups 
involved in settlement activities in occupied 
territories. 

The resolution would be submitted to an 
emergency special session of the 185- 
nation assembly requested by Arab coun- 
tries in response to the start of work by 
Israel on a new Jewish settlement on Jabal 
Abu Ghneim in Arab East Jerusalem. 

The special session is being called under 
a 1950 "uniting for peace" formula that 
enables an issue to be transferred to the 
assembly if a veto prevents the Security 
Council from taking action. 

The United States used its council veto 
twice last month to block resolutions call- 
ing on Israel to abandon its building plan. 
While Washington said it opposed Israel’s, 
action, it contended that the United Nations 
was not the appropriate body for dealing 
with issues that should be settled directly 
between Palestinians and Israelis. 

U.N. rules require the emergency assem- 
bly session to be convened 24 hours after a 
simple majority of members tell Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan they support the 
request for the session. 

Diplomats say the meeting is likely to 
take place late next week, after meetings in 
New Delhi of the 1 13-member Non- 
Aligned Movement that is certain to back 
the Arab move. 

The resolution being drafted would con- 
demn Israel’s construction on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim and "all other illegal Israeli actions 


in all the occupied territories" and demand 
an immediate halt. 

Assembly resolutions are not binding and 
only the Security Council can impose 
mandatory sanctions. 

The draft, in its present form, would rec- 
ommend that "all states prevent the provi- 
sion of assistance by their governmental 
agencies and tbeir nationals to. or the con- 
duct of trade or financial dealings with. 
Israeli commercial, private or public estab- 
lishment that are involved in activities in the 
occupied Palestinian territory, including 
Jerusalem, which are in violation” of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 and are 
contrary to relevant Security Council reso- 
lutions. 

The Fourth Geneva Convention, whose 
application to the territories Israel occupied 
in 1967 has been repeatedly affirmed by the 
council, bars settlements in occupied lands. 

The resolution would also recommend 
that the states that are parties to the conven- 
tion — the vast majority of U.N. members 
— "take other appropriate measures, on a 
national or regional level," to ensure respect 
by Israel of the convention. 

The U.N. secretary-general would be 
asked to "dispatch a team of U.N. observers 
to the occupied Palestinian territory, includ- 
ing Jerusalem, and to submit a report on the 
implementation of this resolution” within 
two months of its adoption. 

The emergency special session would be 
adjourned temporarily, subject to resump- 
tion at the request of U.N. members. 

A similar special session in 1980 on the 
question of Palestine was reconvened in 
1982 and still has not been formally closed. 


Syria reportedly refused to help 
Saudis seize blast ‘mastermind’ 

Canadian arrest of Saudi suspect 
said to undermine U.S. intention 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — Syrian 
authorities refused to help Saudi Arabia 
capture the dissident identified as the mas- 
termind behind a bombing months before 
the blast killed 19 U.S. airmen in Dhahran. 
the Washington Post reported Saturday. 

Citing “Arab sources and court docu- 
ments,” the daily said the Saudi govern- 
ment was hunting Ahmad Ibrahim 
Mughassil in connection with the earlier 
bombing of a U.S. military facility in 
Riyadh. Saudi Arabia. 

Saudi Arabia suspected that Mughassil. a 
member of the Hizbollah group, was plan- 
ning further attacks, the paper said. 

Mughassil was with the Hizbollah mili- 
tia in Lebanon, a country dominated by 
neighbouring Syria, which declined to 
help capture him because it did not want to 
trigger a clash with the group, the paper 
quoted Arab sources as saying. 

Mughassil, who remains at large, has 
been identified by Canadian security offi- 
cials as “the mastermind" behind the June 
25 truck-bomb explosion at the U.S. mili- 
tary residence Khobar Towers in Dhahran. 
according to the paper. 

The Canadian security officials listed 
Mughassil in court papers filed in the case 
of another Dhahran suspecL Hani Abdul 
Rahim Sayegh. 

Sayegh was arrested in Canada last 
AugusI and is currently facing a deporta- 
tion hearing. The Arab sources believe 
Mughassil is now in Iran, the paper said. 

US. reported unhappy 
at Canadian arrest 

Canada’s arrest of Sayegh may have hurt 
the U.S. probe into the bombing.. the Los 
Angeles Times reported on Friday. 


The newspaper said American officials 
were frustrated at the decision by 
Canadian authorities to arrest Sayegh, 
foiling U.S. investigators’ efforts to use 
him as a major independent lead in prob- 
ing the Khobar Towers bombing. 

The decision also thwarted U.S. hopes 
that Sayegh would provide a richer trove 
of intelligence regarding individuals, 
groups and countries that might have 
played a role in the attack in Dhahran. the 
Times quoted unnamed officials as saying. 

Because of the Canadian action, the 
United States has not taken any legal steps 
against Sayegh, and none is in the works, 

according to law enforcement sources 

cited in the Times. 

“Hard evidence is needed for probable 
cause and it s not there,” the paper quoted 
one official as saying. 

“We don't think he's a dry hole, but we 
don’t have enough information on him and 
now we’re not likely to get it,” the official 
added. 

Canadian authorities say Sayegh 
engaged in surveillance of the Khobar 
Towers and drove one of two cars that 
accompanied the explosives-laden truck. 

But the Times quoted the source as say- 
ing U.S, officials were concerned about 
the validity of the claim, given that much 
of it came from “uncollaborated informa- 
tion ’ from Saudi Arabia, based either on 
interrogation of dissidents detained indefi- 
nitely or on “incentives.” 

“People come out of the woodwork with 
information when you offer to 
threaten, the Times* source said. 
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Nude skier 
off-piste after 
10,000 franc fine 

ANNECY (AFP.) — A 
nude French skiier was 
brought down to earth with 
a bump Saturday, fined 

10.000 francs for appearing 
on the slopes last month 
wearing just skis, sunglass- 
es. backpack and a smile. 
The man. a 49-year-old sales 
representative with a history 
of sexual exhibitionism, 
was fined by a court in the 
town of Bonneville after 
appearing nude on the pistes 
at Praz-de-Lys in the Alpine 
Haute Savoie region on 
March 18. He was arrested . 
after stopping in front of four^ 
women skiiers and mastur- 
bating. The man. who was 
arrested in 1986 for exhibi- 
tionism. explained to the 
police that he had simply 
“got too hot” on the slopes. 
He was found to have a col- 
lection of pornographic 
magazines and erotica in his 
car. The state prosecutor had 
asked that die mare who 
authorities declined to 
name, be given a suspended 
two months in prison and a 

5.000 franc fine. 

TV movie 
on X-cult survivor 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
The suicide of 39 Heaven's 
Gate cult members in a 
southern California mansion 
could be the subject of a 
television movie based on 
the story' of a former mem- 
ber. Under an agreement 
signed by .ABC Television 
network and two Los 
.Angeles companies/- 

Kushner-Locke Co. arey 
Interact Entertainment the 
screenplay will be based on 
the true story of Richard 
Ford, whose cult name was 
Rio D’angelo. Ford had left 
the cult several months 
before the March 26 mass 
suicides and tipped off the 
police after finding the bod- 
ies in the rented mansion in 
the upscale community of 
Rancho Santa Fe. 

Van Damme admits 
costly drug use 

WASHINGTON (.AFP) — 
Action movie hero Jean- 
Claude Van Damme has 
admitted that his cocaine 
habit was costing him 
$8,000 a week last year, 
USA Today reported. “It 
was the worst year of my 
life, 1996," said Belgian- 
bom Van Damme, who was 
ingesting “four to five 
grammes a day” before he 
checked into a California 
detoxication center to kick 
his addiction to both ft , 
cocaine and sleeping pills.*' 
Saying he now sleeps “like a 
baby" Van Damme has been 
reconciled with his fourth 
wife, Darcy 1 Lapier. the 
mother of his son Nicolas, 
two-and-a-half. 

Julie Andrews sued 

NEW YORK (AFP) — A 
U.S. insurance company is 
suing actress Julie Andrews 
on the grounds she lied 
about her medical history 
when she applied for an 
insurance policy for (he 
show “Vietor/Victoria," the 
Wall Street Journal ■ said. 
Andrews. 61. who starred in 
the sugar-coated movie 
“Mary Poppins” purchased 
the policy from Lexington 
Insurance Co. in March.} 
1995 for a premium or 
S157.985 to protect the pro- 
duction from financial loss- 
es if she missed appear- 
ances, the daily said. She 
missed 10 performances of 
the Broadway musical 
because of a sore throat 21 
performances because of a 
gallbladder operation and a 
handful more because of a 
bad larynx, accordine to the 
suit filed inuNewYoikscite 
court. The insurers rescinded 
her policy because she 
denied that she had ever suf- 
fered from a variety of disor- 
ders of the throat and respi- 
ratory system or from ail- 
ments related to the back, 
bones or joints. Andrews’ 
spokesman said the actress 
could not comment on the 
suit because she was in 
’*vocal rest” the newspaper 


